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KOBE, Japan: An aerial view from a Jiji Press helicopter shows vehicles piled in a heap due to strong winds in Kobe, Hyogo prefecture yesterday, after typhoon Jebi hit the west coast of Japan. The toll in the
most powerful typhoon to hit Japan in a quarter century rose yesterday to nine, with thousands stranded at a major airport because of storm damage. — AFP 

US, Pakistan try 
to reset troubled...
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The $300 million was part of the Coalition Support
Fund, set aside to refund Pakistani spending on counter-
terrorist operations and helps pay Islamabad for allowing
US and other NATO supplies into Afghanistan. 

“We were providing these resources when it made

sense for the United States because the partnership was in
a place where the actions of our two countries made sense
to do that,” Pompeo said.  

“If that arises again, I’m confident we’ll present to the
president the rationale for that.” The latest remarks repre-
sent a change in tone toward the nuclear-armed Muslim
country and its new prime minister, a former playboy
cricketer who came to office in July amid concerns he
would remain tolerant of terror groups. At the time of the
vote, the US noted what it called “flaws” in Pakistan’s pre-
electoral process but said it was nonetheless ready to
work with the new government. — AFP

1.4 billion ‘risk 
disease’ due to...
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The study authors highlighted several worrying trends,
including a stark divide in exercise rates between poor and rich
nations, and between men and women. 

Wealth, gender gaps
Levels of insufficient activity to guard off non-communi-

cable killers, including dementia and cardiovascular dis-
eases, are more than twice as high in high-income countries
compared to developing nations. Guthold said the link
between the lifestyle in wealthier nations-more time indoors,
longer office hours, more easily accessible high-calorie
foods-and lower exercise levels, was part of a “clear pat-
tern” of poorer health coming with urbanization. “As coun-
tries urbanize, people who used to be, say, farmers, and got
a lot of physical activity through their work all of a sudden
live in an urban environment where they might be without
work or move to a sedentary job, so societies need to com-

pensate,” she said. In four countries-Kuwait, American
Samoa, Saudi Arabia and Iraq-more than half of adults were
classified as insufficiently active. 

In Kuwait, an oil-flush gulf state where temperatures regu-
larly top 45 Celsius (113 Fahrenheit), a whopping two-thirds
(67 percent) of adults weren’t exercising enough. Melody
Ding of the University of Sydney, who worked on the paper,
said there were a variety of reasons why some countries were
more active than others, including “biological, psychosocial,
institutional, cultural and environmental barriers”. “I consider
one of the biggest barriers being our environment-physical
activity has been engineered out of life, with desk-based jobs
replacing labor jobs, lifts replacing stairs, cars replacing
active travel,” she said. “Technological advancement has made
our life more convenient but also less active.”  

Women still lag behind men in nearly every region of the
world, with the gender exercise gap highest in Bangladesh,
Eritrea, India, Iraq and the Philippines, the study found.  “In
these settings, women are often expected to be at home, take
care of the children, manage the household and so sometimes
don’t always have time to exercise,” said Guthold.  One bright
spot on the global exercise map was southeast Asia, where
women were equally as active as men in the only region
where inactivity has decreased since 2001.— AFP 

Europe’s female 
mosque cater for...
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Women-only mosques have existed for hundreds of
years in China, where women have had a long tradition
of leading prayers. Director of Britain’s Muslim
Women’s Council Bana Gora, who is spearheading the
Bradford project, said mosques had overlooked women
and girls for years.

She said some women have had to pray in base-
ments of mosques, or use back entrances where there
are safety concerns such as a lack of lighting or securi-
ty. “Where do women congregate to talk about issues
in society? You need a dedicated space where women
can convene and talk to people who can help them, and
we simply do not have those spaces anywhere,” she
said in a telephone interview. “It’s about women claim-
ing their space in a mosque - there’s nothing wrong
with that. I can see this catapulting across different
faiths as well over time,” said Gora.

Isolated
Khankan said the presence of fellow women in a

mosque, as well as access to female spiritual leaders,
meant women might feel comfortable seeking help for
sensitive issues like inter-faith marriage or domestic
violence. And for the 200 or so women in Denmark who
wear a face veil, their world has grown smaller after a
ban on niqab veils and body-length burqas in public
spaces, said Khankan. Denmark’s parliament enacted
the ban in May, joining France and some other
European Union countries to uphold what some politi-

cians say are secular and democratic values. The justice
ministry said the ban would focus on women forced by
their families to wear veils. 

“If a woman is isolated and forced to wear a burqa
or the niqab, by criminalizing it, you will isolate her
even more, because she might not be able to go out,”
said Khankan, who also runs a domestic violence sup-
port group, Exit Circle. “It’s important to fight for any
women’s right to wear the hijab or not, to wear the
niqab or not - if it’s her own choice and her own free
will,” she said.

The future
Khankan said she hopes to see a new generation of

female Islamic scholars and worship leaders, or ‘imam’ -
a title normally given to men, which Khankan has
proudly claimed. “We are faced with patriarchal struc-
tures which we have normalized for decades. As long as
they are alive and they are not challenged, we have a
problem,” said Khankan. “We have to state that women
are the future of Islam. We have to make it possible for
women to have the same possibilities as men,” she
added. The Quran does not directly address whether
women can lead congregational prayer, according to
many traditional Islamic scholars. 

Some argue the Prophet Mohammad gave permis-
sion to women to lead any kind of prayer, while oth-
ers say that he meant to restrict women to leading
prayer at home. Still, many traditionalists do not
believe a man should hear a woman’s voice in prayer.
But Giulia Liberatore, who is researching female
Islamic scholars at the University of Edinburgh, said
seeing women reach positions of power in Islam will
have positive effects. “If women see other women
striving for the highest form of scholarship, they will
start seeing themselves as someone who can do that
as well,” she said. — Reuters

Indian girl aged 
nine gang-raped 
and murdered
SRINAGAR: Indian police have arrested a woman
and four others after her nine-year-old step-
daughter was allegedly gang-raped, murdered
and mutilated, in the latest horrific crime to shock
the country. The child’s decomposed body was
found on Tuesday hidden behind bushes about a
kilometer from her home in the Baramulla district
of Indian-administered Kashmir, police said. 

Her father had reported her missing 12 days ear-
lier. Police said the woman, aged 36, was jealous of
her stepdaughter and of her husband’s second wife,
and on August 24 took the girl to a forested area.
There she allegedly directed her own 14-year-old
son and his two teenage friends, aged 14 and 19, to
take turns in raping the child. The stepmother is
accused of then strangling the girl while her son hit
the child on the head with an axe. 

His friend brought vehicle battery acid from
home and sprinkled it on the body while another
friend gouged out her eyes before dumping the
corpse in the bushes. A 28-year-old man has also
been arrested over the case. “Physical condition
and preliminary forensic analysis of dead body
substantiated all these facts,” said a police state-
ment issued on Tuesday. Local police
Superintendent Imtiyaz Hussain said the teenage
offenders have confessed to the crime and sepa-
rately corroborated the facts during questioning.
“They will be sent to a juvenile home and dealt
with according to the state’s juvenile law,”
Hussain said. —AFP 

Indonesian province 
bans men and women 
from dining together
BANDA ACEH: A district in Indonesia’s deeply Islamic
Aceh province has banned men and women from dining
together unless they are married or related, an official
said yesterday, saying it would help women be “more well
behaved”. Aceh - the only region in the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim majority country that imposes Islamic law -

has drawn fire in the past for putting moral restrictions on
women. It also attracted global condemnation for publicly
whipping people found guilty of a range of offences
including homosexuality, gambling and drinking alcohol.

Under the latest Islamic regulation, women in Bireuen
district on Sumatra island will not be able to share a table
with men at restaurants and coffee shops unless they are
accompanied by their husband or a close male relative.
Co-workers on their lunch break would also be forbidden
from sharing a meal. 

“The objective is to protect women’s dignity so they
will feel more comfortable, more at ease, more well
behaved and will not do anything that violates sharia
(Islamic law),” local head of the local sharia agency

Jufliwan, who like many Indonesians has only one name
said yesterday. Another part of the directive - signed by
the district head on August 5 - said women who were
alone or not with family should not be served at restau-
rants and cafes after 9:00 pm. Authorities say it will be
up to restaurateurs to enforce the regulation, although
offenders will not be punished. Three years ago provin-
cial capital Banda Aceh banned unaccompanied women
from entertainment venues like cafes and sports halls
after 11:00 pm. In 2013, Lhokseumawe city in Sumatra’s
north ordered women to sit “side-saddle” on motor-
bikes with their legs dangling off to one side. The mayor
at the time said straddling male drivers on motorbikes
was “improper”. — AFP 

Amir and Trump
discuss ties, 
regional...
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“First of all, I have a great personal relationship with His
Highness the Amir,” the US President said. “Kuwait is a place I
have known for a long time. I have many friends who live in
Kuwait and in Washington and New York that I know - and
I’ve known for a long time. They are very fine people”. 

Trump highlighted the great cooperation between the US
and Kuwait in various domains. “We practice large-scale
trade together, investment together, and also, very important-
ly, the fight against terrorism, and Kuwait has been a great
partner”. He affirmed that Kuwait “has made tremendous
investments in the United States, and they’re buying a lot of
military equipment”. “We appreciate the big purchases
you’ve been making and frankly, we’re working very hard to
bring stability in the Middle East,” he remarked. — KUNA

Over 5th of meat 
tested showed 
unspecified DNA
LONDON: More than a fifth of meat tested in Britain
last year contained DNA from animals not listed on the
label, according to the BBC. The British Food Standards
Agency (FSA) found 145 items out of 665 that it sam-
pled in 2017 consisted partly or wholly of unspecified
meat, it reported. The products came from 487 busi-
nesses, including restaurants and supermarkets.

The FSA said the results, accessed under a BBC
freedom of information request, were consistent with
“deliberate inclusion”, the broadcaster said.  But the
agency added that the tests had deliberately targeted
operations suspected of “compliance issues”. They
were “not representative of the wider food industry”,
an FSA spokesman told the BBC. Around half of the 145
contaminated samples came from retailers, which

included three supermarkets, 50 belonged to restau-
rants and 22 originated from food manufacturers.

Some specimens showed DNA from as many as four
different animals, while others contained no trace of the
actual meat listed on the product label. Supposed lamb
items were most likely to contain traces of other ani-
mals’ DNA, followed by beef and goat, while cow DNA
was the most common contaminate. Pig, chicken, sheep
and turkey also featured frequently when not specified
on packaging. Mince meat was the product incorrectly
labeled most often, followed by sausages, kebabs and
restaurant curries.

The FSA was not available for immediate comment.
Its spokesman told the BBC that local authorities-which
had procured the samples for the agency-were respon-
sible for leading investigations and taking “appropriate
action”. The European Union, which Britain is due to
leave next March, toughened oversight of the food
industry across the continent last year to prevent a
repeat of a horsemeat scandal in 2013. Millions of
European consumers were shocked to learn then that a
long list of supermarket items being passed off as beef
or pork were in fact horsemeat. — AFP 


