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L i f e s t y l e Movies

Actress Natalie Portman arrives for the premiere of the film “Vox Lux” presented in competition during the 75th Venice Film
Festival at Venice Lido. —AFP photos

(From left) Director Brady Corbet, actress Natalie Portman and actress Stacy Martin assist actress Raffey Cassidy (center) with
her dress as they arrive for the premiere of the film “Vox Lux”.

(From left) Actress Natalie Portman, director Brady Corbet, actress Stacy Martin and actress Raffey Cassidy arrive for the pre-
miere of the film “Vox Lux”.

Camilla of Bourbon-Two Sicilies (right), and her daughter Maria-Chiara of Bourbon-Two Sicilies arrive for the premiere of the
film “Vox Lux”.

Actor Stefano Accorsi and his wife Bianca Vitali arrive for the premiere of the film
“Vox Lux”.

Singer Al Bano (center), his daughter Jasmine Carrisi (left) and his son AlBano
Carrisi Jr arrive for the premiere of the film “Vox Lux”.

Rodrigo Alves, known as “The Human Ken”, arrives for the premiere of the film
“Vox Lux”.

Natalie Portman: US school
shootings a civil war’

Hollywood star Natalie Portman called school
shootings America’s “civil war” Tuesday, com-
paring the psychological torment they cause to

the threat of terror attacks in Israel. The Oscar-win-
ning actress drew the parallel before the premiere of
her new film about a traumatised pop diva, “Vox
Lux”, which opens with a Columbine-style massacre.
“I have been interested in the questions around the
psychology of what violence does to individuals and
in mass psychology for some time, coming from a
place where people have encountered violence for so
long,” said the Israeli-born star, best known for
“Black Swan”. “Unfortunately it is a phenomenon we
now experience regularly in the United States with
the school shootings.

“As (the film’s director) Brady (Corbet) has put to
me before, it is a kind of civil war and terror that we
have in the US,” she told reporters. The regular mass
killings were having a “psychological impact on
every kid going to school every day and every parent
dropping their kids off,” said added.  “Small acts of
violence can cause widespread torment.”

Massacre survivor 
Portman, 37, plays a singer who is badly wounded

in a bloodbath at her school but builds a pop career
after she sings at a memorial for her classmates. The
movie’s director Corbet, who was a schoolboy in
Colorado at the time of the Columbine killings, con-
fessed that the massacre “marked me psychological-
ly. I was living there when it happened. It was close
to home.” Corbet, who is best known as an actor-
starring in “Thunderbirds” and Michael Haneke’s
“Funny Games”-was editing his award-winning
directorial debut, “The Childhood of a Leader”, in
Paris when the city was hit by a wave of terror
attacks in 2015.

“I had a five-month-old (child) at that point, and me
and my wife were shaken by it. One restaurant that got
shot up was a place we went a few times a week, it was
a narrow miss. We were haunted by it,” he said. Corbet
described his story as a “poetic rumination of what we
have all been through... We live in an age of anxiety.
We are having more sleepless nights than ever.”

Madonna-like diva
He said the film, with its anti-heroine star-played by

British actress Raffey Cassidy in her younger years and
Portman when she becomes a Madonna-like diva-was
meant as a salve, “something we could come together
over”. “When I think about what will define the early 21st
century, especially as an American, it’s Columbine, 9/11 and
the global terror threat that has permeated every place I
have lived. I wanted to look at what we’ve all been through
in the last 20 years,” he told Screen magazine earlier.

Corbet later told reporters that “the 20th century
was defined by the banality of evil. I think the 21st cen-
tury will be defined by the pageantry of evil.” The
director-one of 21 vying for the Golden Lion top prize
at Venice which will be awarded Saturday-said it took
him a year alone to put together the film’s soundtrack
before he started shooting. 

Australian pop singer-songwriter Sia and avant garde
darling Scott Walker came up with the tunes for Portman
and Cassidy’s characters, with Portman’s husband, French
choreographer Benjamin Millepied, putting together the
dance numbers for the stadium show finale. “Vox Lux” is
the second major pop music-based movie to turn on the
rise of a female singer at Venice. Lady Gaga last week
won glowing reviews for her debut as a big screen lead-
ing lady in a remake of “A Star is Born”. —AFP

(From right) Actress Stacy Martin, actress Natalie Portman
and actress Raffey Cassidy arrive for the premiere of the film
“Vox Lux”.

He is 83 and was never exactly movie star materi-
al, but Jose “Pepe” Mujica, the former president
of Uruguay, is the undisputed star of the Venice

film festival. “El Pepe”-dubbed “the world’s humblest
head of state” for giving away 90 percent of his salary
to good causes-is the hero of two films, attracting just
as many autograph hunters and selfie seekers as some
Hollywood stars. “Pepe! Pepe! Pepe!” shouted a group
of teenagers who spotted him arrive Monday.

“I am not a star,” said the rather embarrassed vet-
eran left-winger, sporting one of two suits he owns,
after the premiere of “El Pepe, a Supreme Life” by the
cigar-chomping Serbian director Emir Kusturica. “I
am only here because my friend Kusturica asked me,”
said the man who chose to stay in his tiny farmhouse
outside Montevideo growing his own vegetables
rather than move into Uruguay’s presidential palace
when he was elected in 2010.

Five years later on the day he left office Kusturica
filmed tens of thousands of people lining the streets of
the capital to cheer the man they credited with cutting
the country’s poverty rate from 40 to 12 percent.
“Usually people take to the streets to get rid of politi-

cians,” said the flamboyant Sarajevo-born film-maker,
who previously shot a portrait of Argentina football
legend Maradona.

Robbing banks 
“We are not used to politicians who are an inspira-

tion.” Kusturica-one of the few directors ever to win
the Palme d’Or twice-said he had to meet “this presi-
dent who drives a tractor and even fixes it himself. And
when I arrived at his farm, he was on it!” His docu-
mentary was screened hot on the heels of a feature
film in Venice which tells how Mujica and his com-
rades survived 12 years of torture and solitary con-
finement for resisting Uruguay’s two-decade military
dictatorship.

The former guerrilla was shot six times during his
time as a leader of the armed Tupamaros movement.
“The greatest feeling in the world is walking into a
bank with a 45 (Colt automatic pistol),” he joked in the
documentary. “Everybody respects you.” Yet the
flower-grower-turned-revolutionary said the torture
and deprivation depicted in “A Twelve-Year Night”
helped forge him. “How do we know what we are

capable of if we’re not placed in the worst circum-
stances? I would not be who I am if it wasn’t for the
time I spent being myself,” he said. Today the jail he
was held in by the generals who ruled Uruguay from
1973 to 1985 is a shopping mall.

Che Guevara and the Pope 
The movie’s director Alvaro Brechner said the most

impressive thing was not just how El Pepe and his
friends “survived solitary confinement, but the way in
which they did it - with no thought of vengeance.” The
films come after yet another documentary featuring El
Pepe, “Fragile Balance”, has been a big hit in Spain. In
it Mujica is a prophetic figure warning how the sur-
vival of the planet is inextricably linked to improving
the lot of the poor.

Kusturica said El Pepe had become such a hero for
millions because his austere lifestyle, sincerity and
pragmatic idealism provide an antidote to the “fake
left” in Europe “who have betrayed the poor and lost
their way”. “He is clean when so much is corrupt. He
believes that if you are chosen by the majority you
cannot then live like the minority. He gives all of us

who are seekers for a just society hope,” he added.
Mujica, who keeps twin pictures of Che Guevara

and Pope Francis on his mantelpiece, has taken to his
new role as elder socialist sage with amused relish and
not a little self-deprecation. “I am not a star but I was
kissed by one,” he admitted in Venice. “All I’ve done is
that one day I decided to try to sort out the world.  “It
was my choice to be poor. I am a neo-Stoic, I sup-
pose. I think it is better to have fewer commitments.
Having lots of money and material commitments stops
you living-and life disappears in the meantime. You
have to dedicate time to the people you love.” —AFP

Director Emir Kusturica (right) and former President of
Uruguay Jose “Pepe” Mujica arrive for the premiere of the
film “El Pepe, Una Vida Suprema” (El Pepe, A Supreme Life)
presented out of competition during the 75th Venice Film
Festival at Venice Lido. —AFP 

Uruguay’s ‘El Pepe’ is film’s 
new working class hero


