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Country legend Dolly Parton will be honored at a charity concert ahead
of next year’s Grammy Awards, the Recording Academy, which admin-
isters the prize, announced Tuesday. Parton will be the 2019 focus of

Musicares, a charitable wing of the Recording Academy that raises money to
help musicians in need through the annual star-studded gala. Parton is among
the most prominent women in country music and one of the Nashville-based
industry’s most prolific songwriters. She became such a cultural icon that she
is the center of the Dollywood theme park in Tennessee.

Announcing the choice of Parton, the first country artist to be recognized
at Musicares, the Recording Academy pointed to her longstanding charitable
activities which include working on literacy and assisting Tennessee residents
after disasters. “Dolly Parton has always been and continues to be a coura-
geous trailblazer and indomitable inspiration for creators and artists,”
Recording Academy president Neil Portnow said in a statement. Announcing
the schedule for next year’s Grammy Week in Los Angeles, Portnow said that
Parton would be honored on February 8 with the Grammys two days later.

The awards, the most prestigious handed out by the music industry, shifted
this year to New York to mark the Grammys’ 60th edition. The last Musicares
honored Fleetwood Mac, bringing together the notoriously fractious band for
a concert with performances by Lorde, Miley Cyrus and Haim attended by
former president Bill Clinton. Musicares said it distributed more than $6.4
million dollars among some 8,500 members of the music industry in the last
fiscal year. — AFP

Dolly Parton to be
honored in Grammy gala

In this file photo US country music singer Dolly Parton per-
forms on the Pyramid Stage, on the final day of the
Glastonbury Festival of Music and Performing Arts on
Worthy Farm in Somerset, southwest England. — AFP 

Afilm about the plight of a defector who abandons her family in North Korea will
open Asia’s biggest film festival next month, organizers said Tuesday as they look
to end years of turmoil surrounding the event. The Busan International Film

Festival (BIFF) will run from October 4-13 and feature 323 movies from 79 countries,
including 115 which will have their world premiere. This year’s festival will open with
South Korean filmmaker Jero Yun’s “Beautiful Days”, which tells the story of a woman
who abandons her husband and young son to flee North Korea for a better life but later
reconnects with them.

“The unique story line of the restoration of a family through initial dissolution was
appealing and the subject of a North Korean defector was also very timely,” said festi-
val director Jay Jeon. The Busan International Film Festival, launched in 1996, has grown
into the largest of its kind in Asia with a focus on discovering new movies and up-and-
coming directors from across the region. But the annual event was hit by a bitter row
with the municipal government of the host city Busan over the 2014 screening of a con-
troversial documentary about the Sewol ferry disaster.

The film criticized the government’s handling of the sinking in April 2014 that killed
more than 300 people, mostly schoolchildren. Since then the organizing committee has
faced a flurry of official investigations and suffered an unprecedented cut in state fund-
ing. Organizers vowed to put aside the controversy this year. “We would be grateful if
you can think of it as the year for harmony, normalization and a new leap forward,” said
Lee Yong-kwan,  chairman of the organizing committee. Martial arts drama, “Master Z:
The Ip Man Legacy”, by Hong Kong’s Yuen Woo-ping will close the festival. While the
guest list has yet to be fully disclosed, organizers said American producer Jason Blum is
among the high-profile visitors who have confirmed their attendance. — AFP

Movie on N Korea defector 
to open Asia’s top film festival

Rockers Bon Iver and Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Du Yun will showcase new
works in the latest festival of forward-looking music at the Kennedy Center, the
Washington cultural institution announced Tuesday. The Kennedy Center, hoping

to reach new audiences and to shake off some of its staid image, in March held its first
Direct Current festival with an emphasis on contemporary and experimental fare. The
second edition, to take place from March 25 to April 7, will feature a new project by
Bon Iver, the Grammy-winning band from Wisconsin that first took the spotlight a
decade ago with its emotionally resonant indie folk.

Bon Iver-whose last album, “22, A Million,” took a sharply experimental turn with
numerological riddles over synthesizer loops-will release a new work at the Kennedy
Center called “Come Through” on March 25. “Come Through” is a collaboration with
TU Dance, a company from St. Paul, Minnesota that brings together modern dance,
ballet and African influences. The festival will also see the US premiere of “Where We
Lost Our Shadows,” an oratorio set to a video that explores the lives of some of the
than one million refugees and migrants who have come to Germany since 2015.

The oratorio was written by Du Yun, the Chinese-born New York composer who
won the Pulitzer Prize for music last year with “Angel’s Bone,” an opera that delves into
human trafficking with its story of spirits descending on an American everytown.
Palestinian director Khaled Jarrar shot the video for “Where We Lost Our Shadows,”
whose world premiere will take place in January at the Southbank Centre in London.
Next year’s festival will also feature a trilogy of works by the legendary choreographer
Bill T. Jones including “Dora: Tramontane,” about his French Jewish mother-in-law’s
experience as a nurse and social worker in World War II. The Kennedy Center, set on
the Potomac River, is considered a living national monument to slain president John F
Kennedy, a lover of the arts. — AFP

Bon Iver to present dance 
work at Kennedy Center festival

Hot documentaries, reboots of classic horror franchises, plenty of
politics, and of course Oscar-bait galas will be served up at this
week’s Toronto International Film Festival. More than 300 feature

and short films from 74 countries — 31,300 minutes of film in total-will
be screened at the 43rd TIFF, the biggest film festival in North America,
which opens today and runs through September 16.

The event is crucial for Oscar-conscious studios and distributors,
attracting hundreds of filmmakers and actors to Canada’s largest city.
Big names set to make an appearance on the festival’s 1,108 feet (338
meters) of red carpet include Alec Baldwin, Steve Carell, Penelope Cruz,
Drake, Matthew McConaughey, Robert Redford, Chris Pine and Hilary
Swank. Several directors will also make their English-language debuts,
including Xavier Dolan with his much-anticipated “The Death and Life
of John F Donovan.” 

Meanwhile Chilean director Sebastian Lelio, who earned an Oscar for
the 2017 film “A Fantastic Woman,” will premiere the English-language
remake of his 2013 Spanish-language breakout feature “Gloria Bell,” with
Julianne Moore. “Adapting a film you’ve already made for a different
audience and still keeping the heart of it is especially hard,” said festival
boss Cameron Bailey in a nod to Lelio’s talent. Elsewhere, Hollywood stu-
dios are hoping to breathe new life into classic horror franchises
“Predator” and “Halloween” at the festival’s late night screenings.

“What you’re going to see this year is filmmakers diving in and grap-
pling with the changes that we’re seeing in society, and doing it in a
number of different ways,” Bailey told AFP. He cited examples such as
Steve McQueen’s thriller “Widows,” starring Viola Davis, and Claire
Denis’s “High Life” with Robert Pattinson and Juliette Binoche. The for-
mer, he said, is a heist movie but McQueen, whose “12 Years A Slave”
went on from winning the TIFF’s audience prize for best picture to tak-
ing the top honor at the Oscars in 2014, also “weaves in an exploration
of how Chicago is a kind of roiling, changing place where local politics,
and racial and class divisions, affect how people live their lives.” Denis’s
film, meanwhile, uses outer space as a backdrop for “an exploration of
gender issues,” Bailey said.

Real life drama 
There is also a huge documentary lineup with profiles of legendary

music producer Quincy Jones, influential director Ingmar Bergman and
soprano Maria Callas, as well as “The Elephant Queen,” which follows
the journey of an elephant herd, and “The Truth About Killer Robots.”
“There’s an increased interest in documentaries,” Bailey said.
“Audiences are searching for truth and are turning to filmmakers they
trust.” Several of the documentaries are still looking for distributors, so
“they’re some of the hottest films in terms of acquisitions,” he said.

For politicos, Michael Moore is back chronicling the rise of Donald
Trump in “Fahrenheit 11/9,” an unofficial sequel to his 2004 hit docu-
mentary “Fahrenheit 9/11,” alongside exposes of strategist Steven
Bannon in “American Dharma,” and Russian leaders in “Putin’s
Witnesses” and Werner Herzog’s “Meeting Gorbachev.” Jason Reitman
directs Hugh Jackman, Vera Farmiga and J.K. Simmons in the biopic “The
Front Runner” about US Senator Gary Hart’s 1988 presidential run that
was derailed by a scandalous affair.

In past years, films such as “Spotlight,” “Slumdog Millionaire,” and
“The King’s Speech” went on from winning the Toronto festival’s audi-
ence prize for best picture to take the top honor at the Oscars. Many of
the films positioned for accolades this year-including a remake of “A
Star is Born” with Lady Gaga, Damien Chazelle’s “First Man” starring
Ryan Gosling as astronaut Neil Armstrong, and the western “The Sisters
Brothers” starring Joaquin Phoenix-will have already premiered at the
Venice or New York film festivals before they are screened in Toronto.

In 2017, Toronto helped launch Barry Jenkins’s “Moonlight” toward
the Oscars, after it premiered at the Telluride Film Festival in Colorado.
But he’s chosen this year to unveil his latest “If Beale Street Could Talk,”
set in 1970s Harlem, about a woman trying to free her falsely accused
fiance from prison, in Toronto. — AFP

Docs, horror classics and politics
dominate Toronto film fest

Jason Reitman directs Hugh Jackman, Vera Farmiga and J.K. Simmons in
the biopic “The Front Runner” about US Senator Gary Hart’s 1988 presiden-
tial run that was derailed by a scandalous affair. 

All are welcome to attend free English language
discussions and lessons in Sami Sulaiman’s book-
shop - on the strict condition that they steer

clear of politics and religion and refrain from speaking
their own languages. The bookshop, Al-Tareeq (‘The
Road’ in Arabic), is in the multi-ethnic northern Iraqi
city of Kirkuk, long riven by nationalist and sectarian
tensions that have pitted Arabs against Kurds and
Turkmens and Sunni Muslims against Shi’ites. Sulaiman,
a Kurd, said the aim of the three-hour-long English
courses on Friday evenings was to promote peace and
harmony among the diverse ethnic and religious groups
that live in Kirkuk, which is the hub of a major oil-pro-
ducing region.

“Discussions... about political and religious issues are
not allowed. The main aim of the gathering is to bring
together as many people as possible from all ethnic
groups in Kirkuk but to prevent them from discussing
politics,” Sulaiman said. The condition is vital in a city
where even children in alleyways can be overheard talk-
ing politics, he added.

Many Iraqi Kurds have long seen Kirkuk as the
future capital of an independent Kurdish state, but those
hopes were dashed last October when Iraqi government
forces took back control of the city following the defeat
of Islamic State militants in northern Iraq.

Sunni Muslim Kurds comprise the largest community
in Kirkuk, a city of more than one million people, fol-
lowed by Sunni and Shi’ite Muslim Turkmen, Sunni
Arabs and Christian Assyrians, according to data from
the Iraqi Planning Ministry. Sulaiman said the use of
English as a politically neutral language was vital to his
project, in which he is supported by a number of young
volunteers drawn from Kirkuk’s various ethnic and reli-
gious communities.

“The English language is accepted by all the people...
By doing this we want to send a clear message to the
world that the people of Kirkuk love to be together,”
said Sulaiman, a graduate of the American University in
Beirut. “Kirkuk does not differ from other places in the
world, it chooses life and it loves life.” — Reuters

Kirkuk bookshop uses English to promote peace in divided Iraqi city

Iraqi youth gather at a bookstore in city of Kirkuk, Iraq. — Reuters Iraqi students take an English language exam at a bookstore in Kirkuk, Iraq.

A man and woman read a book at a bookstore in Kirkuk, Iraq. A man looks at  books at a bookstore in Kirkuk, Iraq.


