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Frozen crystal beauty in the Dead Sea

Aballerina’s tutu, submerged in the Dead
Sea and “frozen” by accumulated lay-
ers of salt into a 200 kg (440 lb) crys-

tal-like sculpture, will soon go on internation-
al display, part of a unique artistic project at
the lowest point on the planet.  Artist Sigalit
Landau, 49, has used the high salinity that
makes aquatic life in the Dead Sea impossible
to create a collection of shiny white sculp-
tures that seem to come out of a fairy tale.

They include a ballet dancer’s costume
and shoes as well as musical instruments.
Landau and her team secure their submerged
objects with metal frames, weights and strong
cords. She said she selects them based “main-
ly (on) memories and materials which I’m
attracted to, but also that the sea really likes”.

The artist, who has visited the Dead Sea
regularly since childhood, said she embarked
on the project after noticing the crystal for-
mations along its shores that “happen sponta-

neously”. Landau has been creating the
sculptures for the past 15 years at the Dead
Sea, a site that has been popular for millennia
among health seekers and tourists who come
to float in its mineral-rich waters.

Wearing straw hats and long sleeve tops to
protect them from the sun and temperatures
that can reach 46 degrees Celsius (115 degrees
F), Landau and her team examine each item.
Some, she said, crystalize quickly while others
take more time, depending on the heat. The
Jerusalem-born artist and her team regularly
document the process before and after the
items are extracted, either by hand or by crane,
and brought to a nearby hanger where a col-
lection of sculptures is preserved. Her new
works will go on display in the Museum Der
Moderne Rupertinum in the Austrian city of
Salzburg next year as part of a project entitled
“Salt Years”. Landau is publishing a book
about her project next year. — Reuters

Vietnamese model Jessica Minh
Anh poses with one of her 

creation before her 2018 
fall-winter fashion show staged

on a floating catwalk aboard a
Parisian “bateau mouche”

cruising on the Seine
river in Paris. — AFP

This undated handout
photo made available by

the Swedish state 
museum for modern art
in Stockholm shows the

painting by Austrian
artist Oskar Kokoschka

from 1910 titled 
Marquis Joseph de

Montesquiou-Fezensac.
—AFP

Sweden’s modern museum on Tuesday said it had
returned a Nazi-confiscated painting by Austrian
artist Oskar Kokoschka to the heir of a persecuted

Jewish art collector. “It is with joy and relief that we see
the Kokoschka painting return to its rightful owner,” the
state-owned Moderna Museet in Stockholm said in a
statement.  Known for his expressionist portraits and
paintings of landscapes, Kokoschka’s portrait of
“Marquis Joseph de Montesquiou-Fezensac” (1910) ini-
tially belonged to Alfred Flechtheim, a well-known art
collector and gallery owner who was forced to flee Nazi
Germany in 1933.  

“The painting was taken from him because he was
Jewish,” the Moderna Museet in Stockholm said in a
statement, adding it had therefore “decided to return the
work to (his) heir”.  Flechtheim’s employee Alex Vomel
sold the painting when the Nazis expropriated the
gallery and artwork between 1933 and 1934.   “Vomel,
who joined the Nazi party early on, took advantage of
his former employer’s tragic situation,” the museum said. 

A self-taught painter in the German Expressionism
movement, Kokoschka was in the league of artists
deemed “degenerate” by the Nazis. 

The painting has been sent to the United States where
Flechtheim’s heir Michael Hulton lives.  Daniel Birnbaum,
the head of the museum, said it took two years to exclude
other possible owners. “And in the shadow of a genocide
... you cannot demand receipts and invoices,” he told AFP,
adding it’s unclear how the painting was first sold to
Sweden’s Nationalmuseum in 1934 before it was exhibit-
ed at Moderna Museet.   “It’s immensely important for
both Sweden’s government and our museum to not have
any work with problematic origins in the collection,”
Moderna Museet said.  Birnbaum said the portrait of the
Marquis, painted in black, brown, grey and violet-grey
with sketchy brush strokes, raises questions about similar
cases. In 2009, the Moderna Museet returned another
artwork to a Jewish family. — AFP

Sigalist 
Landau’s
pieces are 
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her studio.

Sweden returns
Nazi-looted Kokoschka
painting to Jewish heir

A ballerina’s tutu
covered in salt
crystal formations
is removed from 

the Dead Sea. 
— AFP photos

One of Sigalit Landau artworks covered in salt crystal formations. Sigalit Landau works next to one of her artworks, a cello covered in salt crystal formations. 

A ballerina’s tutu covered in salt crystal formations is removed from the Dead Sea.


