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Farmers’ protest 
disrupt Delhi as 
oppn targets Modi
NEW DELHI: Thousands of farmers and
laborers paralysed the Indian capital
yesterday in a protest against what they
called the anti-people policies of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government,
as opposition parties step up pressure
ahead of key elections. A sharp drop in
commodity prices and stagnant wages
have dented Modi’s popularity in rural
areas home to about two-thirds of
India’s 1.3 billion people, and key to his
hopes of winning a second term in next
year’s general elections.

Traffic in many parts of central Delhi
came to a halt as the protesters, many
in red hats and waving red f lags,
marched towards Parliament Street in
the heart of the capital. Some sat on
pavements as honking vehicles moved
slowly past. “This country’s farmers are
very angry with the Modi government,”
said Karan Singh, a 58-year-old rice
grower from India’s northern breadbas-
ket state of Haryana, dressed in tradi-
tional white clothes. “We’re suffering

losses and the government is not doing
anything about it.”

Modi’s rural woes have been wors-
ened by a failure to deliver on a promise
of tens of millions of jobs for young peo-
ple that helped him secure the largest
mandate in three decades in 2014. That
vow has provided opposition parties
their biggest stick to try and beat him
with, in three big state elections this year
ahead of next year’s general election.

“This historic rally ... demanding bet-
ter wages, more jobs, better prices for
farm produce, end to privatization, stop-
ping changes in labor laws, marks a new
stage in the struggle of working people,”
the Communist Party of India (Marxist),
which is leading the protest near parlia-
ment, said on Twitter. Congress, the par-
ty that ruled India for most of its history
and lost power to Modi’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), said it sup-
ported the “fight back” by farmers. It is
banding with other opposition parties to
take on the prime minister.

On social network Twitter, federal
farm minister Radha Mohan Singh said
the government was putting farmers first
and working on initiatives such as easy
credit to help meet Modi’s target of dou-
bling their income by 2022. In July, the
government sharply hiked state-mandat-

ed prices for summer crops, including
rice, that had been raised only by low
single-digit figures during Modi’s first
four years in office.

In June, vegetable prices jumped 10
percent in major cities after a strike by
millions of farmers to press demands

such as loan waivers and higher prices
for produce. Some of yeseterday’s pro-
testers were sceptical of the government
effort. Asked about Modi’s plans to dou-
ble farmers’ income, Singh, the Haryana
rice cultivator, responded, “He can’t, and
won’t, do it.”  —Reuters

Indian 
sex traffic
survivors take 
stories online
CHENNAI: Sex trafficking survivors in
India are making audio recordings about
their experiences to be used in a social
media campaign, which organizers hope
will reduce discrimination that follows
them even after they escape the trade.
Of an estimated 20 million commercial
sex workers in India, 16 million women
and girls are victims of trafficking,
according to campaigners.

Survivors are widely discriminated
against after being rescued, and choose
not to tell their stories in public, said
Arun Pandey of the anti-trafficking char-
ity Anyay Rahit Zindagi (Injustice-free
Life). “The narrative is built either by an
activist or an official,” Pandey said. “Here
we want their stories to be told in their
own voices, in their own words and with
no filters. We wanted the victim to speak
for herself.”

The campaign builds on a four-part
video uploaded to YouTube in July.
The film included voice recordings
from women in four brothels in cities
across India, and was intended to give
viewers an insight into the real lives of
sex workers. Sex trafficking survivors
are now being encouraged to submit
their recorded stories, which are dis-
seminated on social media platforms
including Facebook and YouTube,
according to Pandey.

They wil l  also be played during

training sessions with police to “shat-
ter myths and misconceptions” about
women who have been trafficked into
the sex industry said Pandey. “There is
this general impression in society that
we are in these brothels out of choice
and make a lot of money,” said a 34-
year-old survivor who was trafficked
as a child.

The woman, who now works at a
laundry service in the western state of
Goa, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation that she agreed to record
her story, because she could hide her
identity and talk fearlessly about her
ordeal. In recordings, women talk about
drunk customers, violence, and why they
find it difficult to leave the sex industry,

Pandey said. In one of the videos
uploaded in July, a woman recounts
police officers negotiating with brothel
owners for a free night of sex in
exchange for not charging them.

“I spoke out in the hope that people
will understand my journey from the
safety of my home to the brothels,” the
survivor in Goa said. “Even if they just
think about it for a few moments, they
will begin to understand our suffer-
ing.” The campaign is being launched
against a backdrop of debate in India
about whether consenting adults in the
sex industry will be at risk of forced
rescue under proposed legislation,
which is aimed at stopping sex traf-
ficking.  —Reuters

Khalilzad: The vet 
leading US peace 
efforts in Kabul
KABUL: Zalmay Khalilzad, the veteran US diplo-
mat tasked with leading efforts to end the war in
Afghanistan, is a blunt negotiator with a history
of hawkish foreign policy views. Known by many
in Washington as “King Zal”, the 67-year-old
Khali lzad has decades of experience in the
region. Now he has what Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo described Tuesday as a “singular” mis-
sion to get the Taliban and the Afghan govern-
ment to reconcile.

This mission marks Khalilzad’s return to focus on
the country of his birth and childhood, and the
place where he served as US ambassador from
2003-2005 under President George W. Bush, help-
ing to guide regime change in the messy aftermath
of the fall of the Taleban. He was instrumental in
setting up the government structure in Afghanistan
and guiding President Hamid Karzai through the
first elections in 2005.

Fluent in Pashto and Dari, Khalilzad’s experience
as a foreign policy operative in the country dates
back to the 1980s, when he served as an adviser to
the Reagan administration. He spent most of the
1990s in the private sector, but returned to public
service when Bush appointed him to the National
Security Council with an Afghanistan brief. After
the Kabul posting the Bush administration appoint-
ed Khalilzad — who is also an accomplished
arabophone — as ambassador to Baghdad in 2005,
despite Karzai reportedly pleading with the US
president not to transfer him.

Unlike his smooth stint in Afghanistan, where he
cut deals with tribal chiefs and warlords, Khalilzad’s
Iraq mission was rocky. He knew the Iraqi political
terrain well, having served as Bush’s envoy to the
“free Iraqis” before the 2003 US invasion, and
helped draw up the country’s new constitution after
the toppling of Saddam Hussein. But he failed to
accomplish a task similar to the one he now faces in
Afghanistan: getting Iraq’s warring factions to rec-
oncile, and defusing the terrorist core of Sunni
Muslim resistance.

Khalilzad was allied with Bush administration
hawks like Vice President Dick Cheney and John
Bolton, whom he replaced as Washington’s UN
envoy in 2007. He held the position until 2009. He
later criticized President Barack Obama’s handling
of the war in Afghanistan, especially the decision to
draw down US troops.

Key player 
Khalilzad has also been a fierce critic of Pakistan

and like many American officials has accused it of
playing a “double game” by supporting militant
groups in Afghanistan despite being a US ally. That
has won him few friends over the years in
Islamabad, which has denied the allegations, and
whose support Pompeo said Tuesday was needed
for the reconciliation effort in Afghanistan.

Khalilzad was the introductory speaker for then-
candidate Donald Trump’s first major foreign policy
speech in April 2016. He later told India’s The Hindu
newspaper that Trump’s “America First” policy was
not about isolationism, but “the universality of
American values”. Now Khalilzad is a key player in
the Republican president’s efforts to extricate the
US from the 17-year conflict in Afghanistan. —AFP

TOKYO: Japan scrambled yesterday to evacuate pas-
sengers trapped at a major airport when a tanker
slammed into its only access bridge during the most
powerful typhoon to hit the country for 25 years.
Typhoon Jebi left a trail of destruction across the coun-
try, killing 11 people and injuring hundreds more as it
battered western Japan with ferocious winds and lash-
ing rain.

Winds up to 216 kilometers per hour ripped off
roofs, overturned trucks and swept a 2,500-ton tanker
into a bridge leading to Kansai International Airport,
the region’s main international gateway and a national
transport hub. The damage to the bridge left the artifi-
cial island housing the airport temporarily cut off,
stranding 3,000 travelers and staff overnight as high
waves flooded the runways
and some buildings, knock-
ing out the power.

Yesterday boats began
ferrying people out of the
airport, and buses began to
run on one side of the dam-
aged bridge after safety
inspections. “There were
about 3,000 people strand-
ed at the airport, but we
think about 2,000 to 2,500
of them already got out. We
think there are not many people left,” a transport min-
istry official told AFP.

Airport spokeswoman Yurino Sanada told AFP: “We
don’t know how many hours we need to bring everyone
out but we’re doing our best to finish it by the end of
today.” There was no indication when the airport, which
operates over 400 flights a day, might reopen but local
agency Kyodo News said it could take up to a week.

Rescued passengers spoke of their discomfort in
sweltering post-typhoon temperatures of around 30
degrees Celsius (86 Fahrenheit) yesterday. “We had a
blackout so there was no air conditioning. It was hot,” a

woman told public broadcaster NHK after being ferried
to Kobe. “I’d never expected this amount of damage
from a typhoon. I couldn’t sleep, but I’m relieved
because I thought I might not be able to get out,”
another woman told the station.

‘Industrial heartland’ 
Typhoon Jebi made landfall at midday on Tuesday

and moved quickly over the mainland, smashing
through the major manufacturing area around Osaka —
Japan’s second city — wrecking infrastructure and
destroying homes. Government spokesman Yoshihide
Suga said 11 people had been killed and 470 injured.
According to Kansai Electric, more than 400,000
households were still without power.

In the tourist magnet of
Kyoto — home to ancient
temples and shrines — it
brought down part of the
ceiling of the main railway
station. In nearby Osaka, the
high winds peeled scaffold-
ing from a multi-storey
building. Businesses, facto-
ries and schools in the
affected area shut down
while the storm barrelled
across the country, forcing

the cancellation of hundreds of flights, ferry services
and some bullet trains.

Pictures showed containers piled up like dominos
and vehicles thrown together by the wind, with others
overturned. More than 1.2 million people had been
advised to leave their homes as Jebi approached the
Kansai area — Japan’s industrial heartland — although
it was unclear how many had heeded the warning.
Around 16,000 people spent the night in shelters, local
media said.

Economists said it was too early to gauge the
storm’s impact on local industry, with much depending

on how long the airport remained closed. Around 10
percent of Japan’s exports leave from Kansai airport,
said Yusuke Ichikawa, senior economist at Mizuho
Research Institute. “Logistics could be affected as it
may take time for Kansai airport to restart operations,”
he told AFP. But with other airports and ports nearby,
companies might be able to reroute shipments to min-
imise disruption, he added.

‘Utmost efforts’ 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, tweeting on his official

account, said the government was battling to get the
airport back online. “We continue to make utmost
efforts to respond to disaster damage and restore infra-
structure,” he said. Japan is regularly hit by powerful
typhoons in the summer and autumn, many of which
cause flooding and landslides in rural areas. —AFP
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NEW DELHI: Protestors take part in a protest rally called by the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU), affiliated with the Communist Party of India - Marxist
(CPI-M). —AFP

SRINAGAR: Indian paramilitary troopers stand guard as a Kashmiri
woman walks past during the first day of a strike called by Kashmiri
separatists against attempts to revoke articles 35A and 370 of the state
constitution. —AFP

Infamous Dhaka 
jail used for 
trial of ex-PM Zia
DHAKA: The Bangladesh government
yesterday turned a notorious jail into a
courtroom to try ailing opposition leader
Khaleda Zia on corruption charges. The
73-year-old former prime minister, already
serving a five-year term in Dhaka Central
Jail, was brought into the temporary court-
room in a wheelchair insisting she would
not get a fair hearing, reports said.

“I know I won’t get justice. You can rule
whatever you like. I am extremely ill. My
hand and a leg are becoming paralysed,”
she told the court, according to the
ntvbd.com news portal. “You can punish
me however you want,” the head of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party added. Zia’s
lawyers have condemned the decision to
use the jail, where she is the only inmate,
into a court. They have said they will seek
a ruling from a higher court to get the
move overturned.

Zia was granted bail in a corruption
case in May but remains in jail while she
fights dozens of other violence and graft
charges. The prison in the old Mughal
district of Dhaka was built under British
colonial rule in the 19th century and was
Bangladesh’s largest prison until it was
declared abandoned in 2016. Four of
Bangladesh’s founding leaders were
killed in the prison on the eve of a mili-
tary coup in November 1975 while hun-
dreds of death row inmates including
politicians, coup plotters and Islamists
were hanged there in the intervening
decades. Law and Justice Minister Anisul
Huq told AFP the decision to use the
Central Prison as the venue for Zia’s trial
“has been done lawfully”. —AFP

OSAKA: A man walks past a wooden house destroyed by strong winds from typhoon Jebi. —AFP


