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CITRA signs
deals with
Microsoft,
Amazon
WASHINGTON: On the sidelines of His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s visit to
Washington, Chairman and CEO of the
Communication and Information Technology
Regulatory Authority (CITRA) Salem Muthib
Al-Athainah and Corporate Vice President at
Microsoft Fred Humphries signed a memo-
randum of understanding. The document
aims to strengthen cooperation between the
two sides in the area of information and com-
munication technology, said Engineer
Athainah said on Tuesday. “It falls in the
framework of Kuwait’s quest to diversify the
sources of the national income, build infor-
mation-based economy and leverage the use
of ICT in government services,” he pointed
out.” Kuwait seeks to boost the e-govern-
ment system, digital information, artificial
intelligence and cybersecurity, and encour-
age innovation in these areas,” he said.

“The MoU focuses on backing up the
smart government services, the smart city
initiative and entrepreneurship in building
ICT system and building the capacity of the
national cadres in Kuwait,” Athainah went on.
He highlighted the importance of applications
of artificial intelligence in the areas of energy
and water and the improvement of govern-
ment services as well as protecting the
national information systems through cyber-
security. “CITRA will organize, jointly with
Microsoft, workshops and surveys on how to
share the world’s best practices of ICT appli-
cations,” Athainah noted, adding that the
Authority would continue protecting the data
of the government services and civil servants
against hacking. He expressed joy for work-
ing with Microsoft at a time when the
Kuwaiti government strives to make better
use of ICT.

Fred Humphries said meanwhile that the
signing of the document “means to much to

be able to build upon the partnership and
relationship we have forged with the
(Kuwait) government to focus on smart cities
and artificial intelligence and be a part of the
digital transformation that is already taking
place in Kuwait.”

“This is quiet exciting. It is another step
and a great framework to work together to
provide more digital technology and trans-
formation. The relationship with Kuwait is
excellent and there’s so many exciting things
when comes to the focus on technology that
is taking place in Kuwait and we want to be
part of it and continue to be part of it,”
Humphries stated. He added that with this
framework, “we will be able to do more and
better things.”

Amazon Web Services
Meanwhile, Athainah inked a memoran-

dum of understanding on cooperation with
Teresa Carlson, Vice President, Worldwide
Public Sector at Amazon Web Services
(AWS). The MoU is in keeping with Kuwait
vision 2035 for digital transformation of the
country, Athainah explained. “The document
will help promote the development of cloud
service governance that would enhance the
performance of the government bodies,” he
said. “It falls in the framework of Kuwait’s
quest to diversify the sources of the national
income, build information-based economy
and leverage the use of ICT in government
services,” he pointed out. Under the deal,
CITRA and AWS will cooperate in the areas
of building the capacity of the national
cadres and promoting the cloud service gov-

ernance skills, Athainah added.
In the meantime, Carlson said, “We are

very excited about this MOU with Kuwait
and we believe it really brings an amazing
opportunity into Kuwait for digital innova-
tion. We will be focusing on areas such as the
Ministry of Education, the ministry of health
and we will be working with the telecommu-
nications industry and one of our big goals is
to work with also the educational and job
skills because we believe in the ability to up
skill and re-skill the citizens and students is
going to be really exciting.”

“This is also going to be an amazing
opportunity from a security and cyber secu-
rity perspective to be able to work with the
country on data classification to help them
with what should their cloud first policy look
like, to be able to really enable a model that
helps the country be more secure — to really
have a model that helps them move forward.
We are very excited with what we are doing
with Kuwait and we have been working
across the Gulf and the Middle East for
about four years now and we believe that this
brings an opportunity to expand what we are
doing in that region in general,” Carlson
added.

Cybersecurity cooperation
Moreover, Athainah also signed a letter of

intent on cooperation in cybersecurity with
Robert Strayer, US Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Cyber and
International Communications and
Information Policy. The document aims to
meet the objectives of the Kuwait’s national

strategy for cybersecurity, Athainah said. “It
will promote sharing the best practices in
cybersecurity and build the capacity of
national cadres in this regard,” he said. “It
covers all areas of vital information infra-
structure, electronic defense systems,
response to electronic emergencies and e-
crimes, launching cybersecurity centers, joint
exercises and visit exchanges,” he disclosed.
Athainah lauded the close cooperation
between both countries in all areas.

US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman stressed the importance of the
future cooperation in the cybersecurity field.
He shed light on the first strategic dialogue
held in 2016.”We said we were going to
increase our cooperation on cybersecurity
that is exactly what we have done today with
the signing,” he said in a similar statement.
“This is a very practical cooperation that will
make both our information systems more
secure,” Silverman added. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah invited on Tuesday
more US companies to participate in execution of devel-
opment and infrastructure projects, which were part of his
country’s development plan. His Highness the Amir, accom-
panied by deputy head of the National Guard Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, said American com-
panies have been contributing to boosting economic and
trade relations with Kuwait. His Highness the Amir was
addressing a meeting with the executives of big US com-
panies at his residence in Washington, DC. He said Kuwait
was keen on developing the strategic relationship with the
American companies to a permanent partnership. This
partnership, he added, would provide more expertise and
state-of-art technology to the oil sector, as well as
expanding relevant investment. His Highness the Amir not-
ed that Kuwait adopted a series of economic legislations
aimed at developing the business environment and attract
foreign direct investment. He said the Foreign Direct
Promotion Law allowed foreign investors to have full own-
ership of their businesses in Kuwait. Leading American
companies working through Kuwait Direct Investment
Promotion Authority (KDIPA) contributed to success of
sectors of information technology, communications,
renewable energy and industries. “We hope this will pave
way for more direct investment and long-term partner-
ships,” he said.

Iraq’s reconstruction 
US companies have ambitious plans to enhance bilater-

al relationship with Kuwait, through which the firms could
also work on reconstruction of Iraq, the US Chamber of
Commerce said. The Chamber is working in close conjunc-
tion with Kuwait Embassy in Washington and Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and “we have an
ambitious plan for enhancing the US-Kuwait bilateral rela-
tionship,” Khush Choksy, US Chamber’s Senior Vice
President for Middle East and Turkey Affairs, said.

He said they were looking forward to send a delega-
tion to Kuwait in November for the US-Kuwait Strategic
Dialogue so businesses could learn more about the many
steps that have been taken to open Kuwait’s economy.
“We understand and appreciate that Kuwait is open for
business, and this is the message we have been communi-
cating to all our members,” said Choksy, noting that
Kuwait made investments in the US even before 1961,
when the Gulf State gained independence. He appreciat-
ed Kuwait for facilitating role of American business in the
region. He said a business delegation from the US was in
Kuwait earlier this year to participate in an international
conference for the reconstruction of Iraq. Donors
pledged up to $30 billion.

Kuwait, said Choksy, was also a place through which
American companies could work on Iraq reconstruction
and “in the future, hopefully with Syria and Iran. We are
also aware the Silk Road from China to Europe can be
accessed from Kuwait.” He recognized His Highness the
Amir’s “very important” role in facilitating reconciliation
within the GCC. The US Chamber, which represented
three million US companies, look forward to normalization
of commercial activity within the region.

Choksy thanked His Highness the Amir for placing huge
importance on bilateral commercial relationship, and said
they have productive discussions with Deputy Premier and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Minister of Finance Nayef Al-
Hajraf, Director General of Kuwait Investment Authority
and Director General Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion

Authority (KDIPA) Sheikh Dr Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. He said the US Chamber was looking forward to
become home to US-Kuwait Business Council.
Commercial history between the two countries goes back
to 1933, when the Gulf Oil Company formed a joint venture
with the Kuwait Oil Company. The American hospital in
Kuwait was established in 1911.

Business community honored
The American business community voiced their honor

to be meeting with His Highness the Amir, praising
Kuwait’s 2035 vision and Kuwait’s openness for business.
“We are very pleased to be able to put together a very

high level of CEOs to meet His Highness the Amir,” Choksy
said. He affirmed that American businesses “truly trust
doing business with Kuwait,” a point that was resonated
throughout the meeting. He added that the CEOs were also
“very impressed by the high level of engagement,” and the
forthrightness and openness that was demonstrated during
the meeting. He shed light on the upcoming strategic dia-
logue in November in Kuwait, saying “we look forward to
taking a very strong group of American business leaders
to Kuwait because we believe that the commercial rela-
tionship is as equally important as the political and securi-
ty relationship.”

Steve Lutes, Vice President of Middle East Affairs at
the US Chamber of Commerce said that the US Chamber
“is very honored to be participating in this meeting with
His Highness the Amir,” and that this is “a key stone meet-
ing that would highlight not only the importance of the
economic relationship but also highlight the new sectors
that we can be active in.” “We know there are long stand-
ing and important ties in strategic sectors but we look for-
ward to establishing new partnerships in areas such as e-
commerce, health and cyber-security,” he added. He
affirmed that there is “a very active and robust trade and
investment relationship between the two countries but we
think that the relationship has incredible potential and that
the future between the two countries is very promising
when it comes to the economic relationship.”

“We know that Kuwait is positioned very well not only
as a market itself but as a hub for the greater region and as
you look at opportunities like in Iraq and the reconstruc-
tion and rebuilding that is needed there, Kuwait is an
important gateway to all of that,” he remarked.

Dr Thomas Kennedy, Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer of Raytheon Company, praised the
meeting, describing it as “excellent.” He affirmed that His
Highness the Amir “was very clear” on making Kuwait an
even better country to make business through further
boosting the relationship with the American companies.
“Kuwait is already a great country to do business with but
some programs were outlined to make it even more attrac-
tive for investments by American companies,” he added.

Co-Founder and Managing Director of Carlyle Group,
David Rubenstein said “we had a very good meeting with

His Highness the Amir,” noting that “everybody was very
enthusiastic about the progress being made in Kuwait and
the opportunities to do business there.” David Seaton,
Chairman and CEO of the Fluor Corporation noted that His
Highness the Amir “is such a gracious leader and his vision
for Kuwait is very clear and we are glad to be a participant
in that.” Furthermore, Dr Rajeev Guatam, President and
CEO of Honeywell Performance Materials and
Technologies (PMT) affirmed that it was a “very impor-
tant” meeting and that His Highness the Amir “has made
Kuwait a really great place to do business in.”

“We have been in Kuwait for the past 50 years and it
continues to be a great place to do business for us and is
very important for us,” he remarked. Group Chief
Executive of BP, Bob Dudley said that during the meeting,
the Kuwait 2035 vision was described “very well.” He indi-
cated that Kuwait is the second largest shareholder of BP
which reflects the trust shown and described the relation-
ship as “great.” He added that the meeting was also an
opportunity to hearing all about the other companies
doing their activities in Kuwait, which was “an opportunity
for me to learn a lot.” Also, Keith Alexander, Founder and
CEO IronNet Cybersecurity affirmed that “it is an incredi-
ble opportunity to work with Kuwait.”

“Hearing His Highness the Amir talk about Kuwait and
welcoming us to Kuwait was the highlight of the meeting
from my perspective,” he remarked. The US Chamber of
Commerce said, addressing the meeting hosted by His
Highness the Amir, that US companies have ambitious
plans to enhance bilateral relationship with Kuwait, and
the “ambitious plan” the Chamber has for “enhancing” the
bilateral relationship.

Economic ties 
Minister Hajraf meanwhile stressed the importance of

the meeting during which the heads of major American
companies working in Kuwait met with His Highness the
Amir. Hajraf said that Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion

Authority and Kuwait Investment Authority have invited 16
major US companies working in various fields, adding that
His Highness the Amir’s speech, during the meeting,
stressed Kuwait’s keenness on developing ties with these
companies. He pointed out that the most prominent leg-
islative developments and economic laws issued in Kuwait
were explained during the meeting. Hajraf praised Kuwait
Direct Promotion Authority for its efforts in organizing
such a meetings, stressing the importance of this oppor-
tunity “to assure the American side that Kuwait always
welcomes constructive investment and economic rela-
tions.” He encouraged the Kuwaiti private sector to par-
ticipate in these investments to achieve the desired
transformation through the development projects.

In the meantime, Sheikh Dr Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad
praised the meeting that brought together His Highness the
Amir with heads of US giant companies working in various
sectors in Kuwait, noting that the meeting was aimed at
briefing heads of the US firms about the latest economic
developments in Kuwait. He added that the companies’
directors reviewed during the meeting their expertise in
trading in Kuwait and their deep-rooted ties with govern-
mental bodies and private companies in the country. The
meeting also conveyed to them the country’s strategy in
decreasing the reliance on oil sector by finding alternative
sources for the national income, he added.

The strategy also works on attracting unique invest-
ments of added economic value as well as promoting
creativity and innovation as well as offering new job
opportunities to Kuwaiti nationals through such compa-
nies, he affirmed .”The meeting with His Highness the
Amir was fruitful, and we will follow up with the devel-
opments and results of this meeting,” he said. “His
Highness the Amir invited the US companies’ heads to
visit Kuwait in the near future in order to take a closer
look at the economic environment to cope with the latest
regulations and laws issued by the government in
Kuwait,” he concluded. — KUNA

American firms can work on Iraq’s reconstruction from Kuwait: US Chamber

Amir invites more US firms to
participate in development plan

WASHINGTON: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah speaks while meeting
with executives of big US companies in Washington, DC. — KUNA 

WASHINGTON: Chairman and CEO of the Communication and Information Technology
Regulatory Authority (CITRA) Salem Muthib Al-Athainah and Corporate Vice President
at Microsoft Fred Humphries sign a memorandum of understanding. — KUNA photos

Chairman and CEO of the Communication and Information Technology Regulatory
Authority (CITRA) Salem Muthib Al-Athainah and Teresa Carlson, Vice President,
Worldwide Public Sector at Amazon Web Services sign a memorandum of understanding.

Chairman and CEO of the Communication and Information Technology Regulatory
Authority (CITRA) Salem Muthib Al-Athainah and US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Cyber and International Communications and Information Policy Robert Strayer shake
hands after signing a letter of intent on cooperation in cybersecurity.
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