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US-Kuwait relations ‘very very powerful’: Trump 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah visited US President Donald Trump at the
White House yesterday. He was accompanied by Chief of the
National Guard Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and other senior officials. President Trump welcomed the
Kuwaiti delegation and then accompanied His Highness the
Amir to the Oval Office where they held official talks. 

Members of the delegation and senior officials from the
US Administration joined the talks later on. The discussions
dealt with the deep-rooted ties between Kuwait and the
United States and ways to enhance cooperation in such areas
as defense, security, trade and investment as well as the
strategic partnership in all fields. Both sides reviewed regional
and international issues of common concern, with emphasis
on the situations in the Arabian Gulf region and the Middle
East. They highlighted the need to promote peace, security
and stability in the region and beyond, and support the inter-
national effort to combat terrorism. 

US President described his country’s relations with Kuwait
as ‘very very powerful’ and His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a great friend. “Our
relationship and our bilateral relationship is very very power-
ful, very strong,” President Trump said in a reply to a question
by KUNA during a joint news conference at the Oval Office
with His Highness the Amir yesterday. He described His
Highness the Amir as “a very special friend of mine” and
expressed admiration of Kuwait and its people. 

Continued on Page 24

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump greets HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah outside the West Wing of the White House before a meeting
yesterday.  (Right) His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah hugs a child during a banquet held in his honor by Kuwait’s Ambassador in
Washington Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — AFP 

Europe’s female 
mosque cater for 
Muslim women 
COPENHAGEN: Relegated to the basement, silenced by
the imam and barred from the front door, some Muslim
women have had enough of male domination at the mosque
and are setting up their own. From Copenhagen to Los
Angeles, a handful of female mosques now cater for Muslim
women who want their own place of worship, just as men
have had through the ages. 

“It is possible to change a narrative that has been patri-
archal for centuries,” Sherin Khankan, founder of Europe’s
first women’s mosque said. Her first-floor mosque - adja-
cent to a clothes shop - is invisible from the busy Danish
shopping street below. But behind its anonymous, grey
door, a quiet revolution is brewing. 

For the past two years, women have been leading
prayers, delivering sermons and running Copenhagen’s

Mariam Mosque - though Khankan says she is not chal-
lenging the Quran, just rewriting a male-dominated way of
worship. “We can do that by promoting and disseminating
new narratives, with a focus on gender equality. It’s not a
reform. We’re going back to the essence of Islam,” she
said, draping a red floral shawl across her shoulder. 

Although men and women are allowed to meet and pray
during the week at Mariam Mosque, the mosque’s month-
ly, collective Friday prayers are for women only, said 43-
year-old Khankan. With a tiny prayer room and simple
decor of candles, cushions and rugs, the mosque has about
150 worshippers. It was set up by Khankan with the sup-
port of Femimam, a group of female Muslim spiritual
leaders in Denmark.

Overlooked
Muslim women’s groups and researchers say there is a

lack of female Islamic leaders and dearth of worship
spaces for women, since most mosques are gender-segre-
gated and men dominate the main prayer rooms. So, after
15 years in the making, Mariam Mosque joined a handful
of female-friendly mosques, including two in Los Angeles,
another in the German city of Berlin - which welcomes

men and women to Friday prayers - and a new build slated
for the northern English city of Bradford, where there are
plans to build Britain’s first women-led mosque by 2020. 

Continued on Page 24

COPENHAGEN: Islamic books are seen inside the main
prayer room at women’s mosque Mariam Mosque in
Copenhagen. — Reuters

1.4 billion ‘risk 
disease’ due to
lack of exercise
PARIS: More than 1.4 billion adults are putting
themselves at heightened risk of deadly diseases
by not getting enough exercise, doctors are warn-
ing, with global activity levels virtually unchanged
in nearly two decades. With richer nations enjoy-
ing an increasingly comfortable, sedentary
lifestyle, a study by the World Health Organization
said a third of women and a quarter of men world-
wide are in the firing line for killer conditions such
as heart disease, diabetes and cancer unless they
up their physical activity. 

“Insufficient physical activity is a leading risk
factor for non-communicable diseases, and has a
negative effect on mental health and quality of
life,” said the study of world exercise levels pub-
lished yesterday by The Lancet Global Health
Journal. The WHO recommends each adult do at
least 150 minutes “moderate-intensity” exercise-
such as brisk walking, swimming or gentle cycling-
each week, or 75 minutes “vigorous-intensity”
activity-such as running or team sports. 

The study tracked activity levels of 1.9 million
people in 168 countries across the world during
2016. Researchers found there had been no
improvement in physical activity levels since 2001,
despite numerous public health initiatives extolling
the benefits of exercise. More than a quarter of
the world’s adults (1.4 billion people) were insuffi-
ciently active, according to the data. “We definite-
ly haven’t done enough” to encourage people to
exercise, the WHO’s Regina Guthold, lead study
author said. “We have seen basically no progress.” 

Continued on Page 24

Wataniya Airways’ 
permit suspended 
KUWAIT: Wataniya Airways’ permit has been suspended
for three months, a senior official announced yesterday.
Minister of State for Housing Affairs and Minister of State
for Services’ Affairs Dr Jenan Boushehri announced that
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation decided to sus-
pend the permit for the airlines for three months. Minister
Boushehri said that the Aviation Authority’s decision to
suspend Wataniya operations would be effective for three
months as from today after the ultimatum that had been
addressed to the company on August 25 had expired.

Wataniya Airways has neither made tangible over-
haul of its services nor introduced immediate reforms
to operations, thus negatively affecting the national avi-
ation sector and Kuwait’s image abroad; as well as
undermining passengers’ interests, the minister said.
She affirmed the Aviation Authority’s keenness on
adhering to sound legal procedures toward the airlines
company - issuing successive notices” and giving it
more than one opportunity with the hope it will coop-
erate - in serving the interest of aerial transportation in
the State and preserving passengers’ rights.”

Boushehri added that the Aviation Department
would discuss with Kuwait Airways Corporation the
KAC desire to take over Wataniya operations’ network
- affirming the department’s keenness on preserving the
network. She expressed deep gratitude for extraordi-
nary efforts exerted by the Foreign Ministry, the
embassies and consulates for aiding Wataniya’s passen-
gers for re-scheduling their booking and arranging
their residency. She also praised the KAC for schedul-
ing special flights for them. The Aviation Authority
announced on Tuesday that it had to help more than
1,500 passengers whose flights on Wataniya aircraft
had been cancelled since August 26. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs had urged the stranded passengers to
call the diplomatic missions abroad - namely in Beirut,
Istanbul, Tbilisi, Baku, Sarajevo, Malaga and Athens - to
help them resolve their flights’ problems. — KUNA

US, Pakistan try 
to reset troubled 
relationship 
ISLAMABAD: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
said he was “hopeful” yesterday of resetting the trou-
bled relationship with Pakistan, a key player in the
Afghan conflict, after cordial meetings in Islamabad
including with new premier Imran Khan. The shift in
tone comes days after Washington confirmed plans to
cancel $300 million in military aid, and was echoed by
Khan, who voiced his optimism at a fresh start in the
long-rocky ties between the wayward allies.

The former CIA director, making his first visit as top
US diplomat to Pakistan, told pool reporters shortly
before leaving Islamabad that the “broad spectrum” of
topics discussed included efforts “to develop a peaceful
resolution in Afghanistan”. “I’m hopeful that the foun-
dation that we laid today will set the conditions for
continued success,” he said — though he added there
was a “long way to go” before Washington would
resume military assistance.

US officials accuse Islamabad of ignoring or even
collaborating with groups such as the Afghan Taleban
and the Haqqani network, which attack Afghanistan
from safe havens along the border between the two
countries. The White House believes that Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence agency and other military
bodies have long helped fund and arm the Taleban both
for ideological reasons and to counter rising Indian
influence in Afghanistan.

It believes that a Pakistani crackdown on the militants
could be pivotal in deciding the outcome of the long-
running war in Afghanistan. Islamabad has long denied
the claims. The cancelled military aid is part of a broad-
er freeze announced by the Trump administration in
January designed to pressure Pakistan - particularly the
military, widely seen as controlling foreign and defense
policy - into action. But Pompeo said ahead of the trip

that it was time to “turn the page” and suggested that
the election of Khan, who has vowed to seek better
relations with the US, could provide a fresh impetus.

Khan and his foreign minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi were also positive, according to pool reports. “A
sportsman always is an optimist,” the former cricketer,
who captained Pakistan to World Cup victory in 1992,
was quoted as saying when asked about finding a new
way forward with Washington. “He steps on the field and
he thinks he’s going to win.” Qureshi, meanwhile,
described his meeting with Pompeo as “excellent”.

‘Shared goal’
Pompeo, who was later joined by General Joe

Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, had also
been scheduled to meet Pakistan’s powerful army chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa.  In comments made before
the trip, Pompeo said that in his conversations with
Khan they had agreed that peace in Afghanistan was a
“shared goal”. In his earlier comments Pompeo also
held out the possibility that military aid could be
restored under the right circumstances. 
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Saudi wealth fund 
bets big to remake 
oil-based economy
RIYADH: With the stock market listing of its national
oil company stalled, Saudi Arabia is scrambling to
boost the coffers of the sovereign wealth fund spear-
heading a risky plan to diversify its economy. The
Public Investment Fund had sought to raise billions of
dollars through the initial public offering of Saudi
Aramco-dubbed as potentially the world’s biggest
stock sale-to finance the kingdom’s transformation
from a petro-state to a tech-focused economy.

But with the flotation indefinitely postponed, the
PIF is taking radical steps to boost its treasure chest
with much-needed cash to finance a slew of non-oil
investments-from risky hi-tech startups to a new
mega city. — AFP (See Page 11)

ISLAMABAD: Visiting US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
(2nd right) and Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi (center left) listen as Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan (left) speaks during a meeting at the Prime
Minister’s Office in Islamabad. — AFP 


