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PARIS: World Cup champions France travel to Joachim
Loew’s under-pressure Germany tomorrow in an eye-
catching start to the inaugural UEFA Nations League, a
competition introduced to replace most international
friendlies.

France boss Didier Deschamps has retained the
entirety of the squad that triumphed in Russia, with the
exception of captain Hugo Lloris and fellow goalkeeper
Steve Mandanda, both ruled out by injury. 

As just the third man to win the World Cup as both a
player and coach, Deschamps is more aware than most
of the increased exposure that comes with such suc-
cess but believes it can serve his team well. “It’s a gal-
vanising effect to have this title, in terms of confidence,”
Deschamps said. “This title of world champion, you
have to manage it but it’s not a weight or a burden to
carry. It’s quite the opposite.”

“With all the positive aspects being world champion
has brought, on the sporting front but also from a
human and psychological standpoint, it’s a huge boost.

“It won’t prevent them from going through tougher
times, but it’s not necessarily linked to the tag of world
champion,” he added. Teenage star Kylian Mbappe,
voted the best young player at the World Cup, was sent
off for shoving an opponent after he was fouled late in
Paris Saint-Germain’s 4-2 win over Nimes at the week-
end. The 19-year-old will discover the length of his ban
following a disciplinary hearing on Wednesday, but
Deschamps was reluctant to be overly critical of his
young striker.

“It’s also human to react. He shouldn’t have done it

and he knows that, but I’m not going to make a big
issue of it,” said Deschamps, whose side then face the
Netherlands on September 9. Germany, the team
France succeeded as World Cup winners, have plenty
to prove after a catastrophic group-stage exit that
has left Loew fighting to prove he is still the right man
for the job. “We are all being specially observed and
put under pressure, I am aware of that,” Loew, who
has been in charge since 2006, said last week.
“However, I am still convinced of our class and quali-
ty. The World Cup squad was very, very good, but we
did not perform.”

Thomas Mueller, an experienced member of
Germany’s ill-fated squad in Russia, said the sell-out
clash in Munich is the ideal opportunity to help the
team move on from their World Cup debacle. “France
isn’t just any old team. A victory against them would be
a huge step towards us getting over our huge loss this
summer,” said the Bayern Munich forward.

ITALIAN ‘LOW POINT’ 
Roberto Mancini will make his competitive bow as

Italy coach at home to Poland on Friday as the Azzurri
begin their road to redemption after failing to reach the
World Cup for the first time in 60 years.

But he touched upon a similar concern to England
counterpart Gareth Southgate, whose side host Spain
at Wembley on Saturday, as Mancini bemoaned the
lack of opportunities afforded to younger players in
Serie A. “There have never been fewer Italians playing
the game,” Mancini said. “This is a low point. “Often,

the Italians on the bench can be better than those get-
ting a start at some clubs,” he suggested. “They need to
be playing, especially the young ones.”

Southgate last week admitted the Premier League’s
shrinking pool of homegrown talent could force him to
look outside the top flight to fill his England squad in
the future. Portugal will be Italy’s second Nations
League opponent on September 10, although the

European champions will be without Cristiano Ronaldo,
who asked to be left out following his move to Juventus.

Ronaldo scored at least 40 goals a season in the last
eight seasons at Real Madrid but has yet to score for
his new club. World Cup finalists Croatia take on Spain
in Elche on September 11 in Luis Enrique’s first home
game in charge of the country he represented 62 times
as a player. — AFP
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MUNICH: Players of Germany’s national football team midfielder Julian Brandt (L) and midfielder Thomas
Mueller attend a press conference in Munich, southern Germany, yesterday. The German national football team
will play in the UEFA Nations League against the team of France in Munich, southern Germany, tomorrow.— AFP

MONACO: The under-pressure president of the
German Football Association (DFB), Reinhard Grindel,
has told AFP he is confident the controversy over
Mesut Ozil’s international retirement will not have a
negative impact on Germany’s bid to host Euro 2024.

Ozil, capped 92 times, walked away from the
Germany set-up in the wake of their disastrous World
Cup campaign, complaining of facing “racism and dis-
respect” and being made a scapegoat for the team’s
failure. That was after Ozil and teammate Ilkay
Gundogan, born in Germany but of Turkish origin,
sparked a political storm in May by meeting Turkey’s
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and being pho-
tographed together.

Arsenal star Ozil took aim at Grindel in a statement
announcing his retirement, saying that “in the eyes of
Grindel and his supporters, I am German when we win,
but I am an immigrant when we lose”.

The DFB chief has vehemently rejected accusations
against him of racism, and has dismissed calls to resign
over the issue. In July, Germany’s biggest selling news-
paper, Bild, questioned whether Grindel staying on
“represents a threat” to the Euro bid, with Turkey the
other contenders.

“Everyone in the DFB and in UEFA knows me very
well. I have very deep trust that they can put this into
perspective, so I think there will be no influence on the
bidding process,” Grindel, 56, told AFP in an exclusive
interview in Monaco.

Some German politicians have accused Erdogan of
using Ozil’s retirement to boost Turkey’s own bid.
Grindel is himself a former politician, serving in the
Bundestag in Chancellor Angela Merkel’s CDU party
for over a decade before moving to the DFB in 2016.

INTEGRATION DEBATE 
The Ozil affair has generated a fierce debate about

integration in Germany, a country with a large ethnic
Turkish population, but Grindel says his stance on the
infamous photographs was about defending his values.

“In the end, it has nothing to do with whether a
player of ours has a migration background or not,” he
said. “If a German player would, in an election cam-
paign, make a photo with, let’s say, a far right-wing
politician in Germany, we would have the same debate
and we in the DFB would react in the same way.

“We stand at the DFB for values: respect, tolerance,
fair play, freedom of speech and freedom of press.

“This picture with Erdogan upset our fans, because
their President Erdogan doesn’t stand for those values.”

Also a former journalist, Grindel knows he cannot
simply shy away from the Ozil affair despite the impor-
tance of the Euro 2024 bid. UEFA will announce the
winner on September 27.

Turkey has never hosted a major tournament, while
Germany’s hosting of the 2006 World Cup was a spec-
tacular success. And the country is ready now, he says.

“I think it is good for football in Europe and UEFA
to have a host whose political and financial and eco-
nomic reasons are stable, and that we have a security
that we have a host who has experience in organising
such a tournament,” Grindel said.

Residents of his home town Hamburg voted against
their city bidding for the 2024 Summer Olympics, but
this, he insists, is not the same.“We have very good
support from all the people in Germany. It is a little bit
different to the Olympic Games, because they know
that it will not cost so much, because we have all the
infrastructure we need,” he said.

Grindel stresses the benefits to UEFA of Germany’s
political and economic stability, and stability is also
something the DFB opted for in keeping faith in
Joachim Loew as national coach.

In charge since 2006, Loew signed a new contract
until 2022 before the ill-fated World Cup campaign in
Russia. That saw Germany exit in the group stage after
losing to South Korea, with Loew admitting he got his
approach all wrong.—AFP
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LONDON: Raheem Sterling has pulled out of the
England squad for their matches against Spain and
Switzerland with a back problem, the Football
Association announced on Monday.

The Manchester City forward, who played in six of
England’s seven matches as they reached the World
Cup semi-finals in Russia, has scored twice in the
Premier League so far this season.

Manager Gareth Southgate, who celebrated his 48th
birthday on Monday, is not expected to call up a
replacement for Sterling. The 23-year-old’s withdrawal
leaves England with just three forwards-captain Harry
Kane, Arsenal’s Danny Welbeck and Manchester United
youngster Marcus Rashford-for the Nations League
match with Spain on Saturday at Wembley and a
friendly against Switzerland at the King Power Stadium
three days later. Earlier, Adam Lallana was forced to
withdraw from the England squad ahead of their
matches against Spain and Switzerland after the
Liverpool midfielder suffered a groin injury.

Lallana had been recalled for the forthcoming UEFA
Nations League clash with Spain at Wembley on
Saturday and the friendly against Switzerland in
Leicester yesterday. But Lallana sustained a groin strain
in the first training session at England’s St George’s
Park base and headed back to Liverpool for checks on
the problem. It is the latest injury setback for the 30-

year-old, who also missed out on a World Cup place
due to fitness issues. Lallana was on the bench for
Liverpool’s first four games of the Premier League sea-
son, with his one appearance coming as a late substi-
tute against Crystal Palace.

“Adam Lallana has returned to his club for further
assessment of a groin strain,” an FA statement read.

“The Liverpool player was withdrawn from training
earl ier  this  afternoon and wil l  play no part  in
England’s forthcoming fixtures against Spain and
Switzerland.” Lallana’s injury blow comes after
Manchester City winger Raheem Sterling pulled out
of Gareth Southgate’s squad on Monday due to a
back problem.  —AFP
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MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s English midfielder Raheem Sterling (L) celebrates after scoring the opening
goal of the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and Newcastle United at the
Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north west England. — AFP

SYDNEY: Australia’s all-time top goal-scorer Tim
Cahill will make one last appearance for his country, it
was announced yesterday, after calling time on his
international career at the Russia World Cup.

The veteran, who has scored 50 times in 107
appearances, will pull on the Socceroos jersey for a
final time when they meet Lebanon in Sydney on
November 20 so he can bid farewell to his home crowd.

“Tim’s contribution to football and the Socceroos
especially over the past 14 years has been immense,”
said Football Federation Australia chief David Gallop.

“When Tim made the decision to retire from interna-
tional football we swiftly began discussions internally,
and with him and his management team, regarding how
FFA could provide Tim with an appropriate send-off on
home soil.” The 38-year-old last played for the
Socceroos when he came off the bench for their final
group game against Peru at the World Cup. He said he
was humbled to be given the chance to play one more
time on home soil. “It’s going to be incredibly special to
represent my country for the final time and I can’t wait
to say thank you to all the fans who have supported me
throughout my career,” he said.”

Born in Sydney to a Samoan mother, Cahill started
his international career playing for Western Samoa
under-20s and only became a Socceroo in 2004 after
an intense lobbying campaign to world body FIFA.

Two years later in Germany, he became the first
Australian to net a goal at the World Cup, going to
score in two further tournaments in 2010 and 2014.
Cahill spent 14 years in England with Millwall and top-
flight outfit Everton, scoring more than 100 goals,
before stints in the United States and China. He recently
signed for Indian Premier club Jamshedpur.

The Lebanon friendly is part of Australia’s prepara-
tions to defend their Asian Cup crown in January next
year and coach Graham Arnold said they will be treat-

ing it “exceptionally seriously” even if it is Cahill’s
farewell. “Tim has made many sacrifices to play for his
country and deserves a final bow in front of Australian
fans in Australia,” he added. — AFP
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LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur will play all their
Champions League group matches at Wembley as
they continue to wait for the move into their new
stadium, the Premier League club said on Monday.
Spurs were initially scheduled to play their first game
at the new 62,000-capacity White Hart Lane venue
on Sept. 15 against Liverpool but safety issues meant
they switched the game along with the next home
fixture to Wembley.

Mauricio Pochettino’s side will now host
Barcelona (Oct. 3), PSV Eindhoven (Nov. 6) and
Inter Milan (Nov. 28) in Group B at Wembley, where
they played their home matches last season. Spurs
will also entertain Manchester City in the Premier
League at the national stadium on Oct. 29.

The match was originally due to take place on
Oct. 28, but with Wembley hosting a National
Football League game between Philadelphia Eagles
and Jacksonville Jaguars, a new date was agreed.
Spurs chairman Daniel Levy said the club was doing
everything to deliver the new stadium in the shortest
possible time. “Amongst the consequences of the
delay have been substantial additional costs, not
least of which the need for alternative venue hire,
along with the inconvenience for our fans and those
of our opposition,” Levy said in a statement.
“Mauricio, his staff and the players, have been
exceptional in their support and fully embraced the
changes of venue with total positivity. They have my
utmost respect. “As soon as we have confidence in
our project managers’ and contractors’ ability to
deliver against the revised schedule of works, we
shall be able to issue dates for test events and the
official opening game.”— Reuters
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