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Rockies rally to top Giants 
on two-run single by Cuevas

Frazier, Polanco help Pirates knock off Reds

LAHORE: Pakistan left all-rounders Mohammad
Hafeez and Imad Wasim out of a 16-man squad for
the six-nation Asia Cup, to be played in Dubai and
Abu Dhabi from next week, selectors announced
yestrday.

But left-handed opener Shan Masood gets his
first chance in Pakistan’s one-day squad after scor-
ing 1,200-plus runs in the two domestic one-day
tournaments, chief selector Inzamam-ul-Haq said.

The 28-year-old has so far played 12 Tests for
Pakistan. Sarfraz Ahmed will lead the side, which
opens their Cup campaign against the wildcard
entrant on September 16 before taking on arch-
rivals India in a highly-anticipated match three days
later. Both rounds are in Dubai.

Hafeez, 37 was part of Pakistan’s 5-0 one-day
series win in Zimbabwe in July, but was not played
in any of the matches. “We conducted fitness tests
and since there is no compromise on fitness we
have not included Hafeez and Imad Wasim,”
Inzamam told media while announcing the squad in
Lahore. The Asia Cup begins September 15 and
features India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Afghanistan and a qualifier team. Six teams-Hong
Kong, Singapore, Nepal, United Arab Emirates,
Oman and Malaysia-are currently facing off in
Kuala Lumpur to secure the final berth. Cup teams
are divided in two groups. Two sides are culled for
the Super Four rounds, after which the top two fin-
ishers go to the September 28 final in Dubai.  

Squad: Sarfraz Ahmed (captain), Fakhar Zaman,
Imam-ul-Haq, Shan Masood, Babar Azam, Shoaib
Malik, Asif Ali, Haris Sohail, Shadab Khan,
Mohammad Nawaz, Faheem Ashraf, Hasan Ali,
Mohammad Amir, Junaid Khan, Usman Khan
Shinwari and Shaheen Shah Afridi. — AFP
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DENVER: Pinch hitter Noel Cuevas delivered a two-
run single in the eighth inning Monday afternoon,
allowing the Colorado Rockies to survive a late rally by
the San Francisco Giants and record a 9-8 victory in
Denver. The Giants had scored three times in the top of
the eighth inning to take an 8-7 lead in a game they had
once trailed 7-2. The Rockies moved into first place in
the National League West when the Los Angeles
Dodgers lost Monday night. Colorado is a half-game up
on Los Angeles and 1 1/2 games in front of the Arizona
Diamondbacks. With his team down by one, Ian
Desmond led off the Colorado eighth with a single off
the fourth Giants pitcher, left-hander Tony Watson (4-
6). One out later, Chris Iannetta’s pinch-hit double sent
Desmond to third. Both runners raced home when
Cuevas singled to center field.

METS 4, DODGERS 2
Brandon Nimmo delivered a pinch-hit, three-run

home run in the ninth inning to give New York a victory
at Los Angeles. Mets starter Jacob deGrom gave up
one run on just two hits over six innings with a walk
and six strikeouts. He even drove in a run in his second
consecutive game with an RBI single in the fifth. The
outing gave deGrom sole possession of a pair of Mets
records. He has now allowed three earned runs or fewer
in 25 consecutive starts, breaking a tie with Dwight
Gooden. He also delivered his 20th consecutive quality
start, breaking a tie with Tom Seaver.

PIRATES 5, REDS 1
Adam Frazier had four hits and three RBIs, including

a solo home run, Gregory Polanco launched a two-run
homer, and Trevor Williams pitched 6 2/3 shutout
innings as host Pittsburgh defeated Cincinnati. With the
Pirates nursing a 1-0 lead, Polanco hit his 23rd homer of
the season in the sixth, following a leadoff single by
Frazier. Frazier drilled a Matt Harvey changeup into the
seats in right field in the first inning. It was Frazier’s
eighth home run of the season, and his fifth since Aug.
5. In the seventh, Frazier drilled a two-run single against
reliever Sal Romano.

PADRES 6, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Rookie Franmil Reyes had his first career two-homer

game and drove in four runs, and San Diego extended
Arizona’s losing streak to four games with a victory in
Phoenix. Reyes hit a three-run homer in the second
inning and a bases-empty shot in the fourth, his 14th
and 15th homers of the season, to extend his hitting
streak to nine games and lift the Padres to their fifth
victory in seven games. Paul Goldschmidt and Steven
Souza had RBIs for the Diamondbacks, who lost for the
sixth time in eight games.

BREWERS 4, CUBS 3
Christian Yelich beat out a potential inning-ending,

double-play grounder to give Milwaukee a walk-off
victory over visiting Chicago. Erik Kratz walked to
open the ninth off Steve Cishek (4-3) before being
replaced by pinch runner Keon Broxton. Orlando Arcia
was hit by a pitch, and both runners advanced on a
passed ball before Curtis Granderson struck out
against a five-man infield. Lorenzo Cain was then hit by
a pitch to load the bases. Cubs third baseman Kris
Bryant backhanded Yelich’s grounder and stepped on

third for the second out of the inning, but Yelich easily
beat the throw to first to give the Brewers their fifth
victory in six games.

RED SOX 8, BRAVES 2
Ian Kinsler hit a two-run single in the eighth inning

and finished with three RBIs as Boston won at Atlanta.
Kinsler was 2-for-5 with a walk and a run. His single
against Atlanta reliever Jesse Biddle produced two
unearned runs. The hit came after a rare throwing error
by Braves first baseman Freddie Freeman allowed the
bases to be loaded. Brandon Workman (3-0) earned the
victory by getting the final two outs of the fifth inning.
He was the first of seven pitchers used by the Red Sox
bullpen. Craig Kimbrel pitched around a walk to throw
a scoreless ninth inning in a non-save situation.

ASTROS 4, TWINS 1
Dallas Keuchel worked six strong innings, Alex

Bregman homered for a third consecutive game, and
Houston claimed the opener of a three-game series with
visiting Minnesota. Keuchel (11-10) allowed just one run,
which was unearned, on five hits and two walks. He
struck out six. Brad Peacock entered with two on and
two outs in the ninth inning, and he immediately allowed
a single to Logan Forsythe that loaded the bases.
Peacock then struck out Jorge Polanco for his third save.

NATIONALS 4, CARDINALS 3 (10 INNINGS)
Bryce Harper tied the game with a two-run homer in

the ninth and added a game-winning sacrifice fly in the
bottom of the 10th as Washington topped visiting St
Louis. Harper’s two-run homer off Bud Norris sent the
game into extra innings. Then, in the 10th, Mark Reynolds
led off with a double against Chasen Shreve (3-3), and
pinch runner Michael Taylor moved to third when Adam
Eaton reached on a bunt single. One out later, Harper
drove in Taylor with a sacrifice fly to left. Greg Holland
(2-2) earned the victory with two innings of shutout relief.

A’S 6, YANKEES 3
Matt Chapman hit a tiebreaking double in the sec-

ond inning, and host Oakland gained ground in the
American League wild-card race with a victory over
New York. Chapman gave the A’s a 4-3 lead with a
double to the gap in right-center field off CC Sabathia
(7-6), and the hit helped Oakland move within 3 1/2
games of the Yankees for home-field advantage in next
month’s wild-card game. Khris Davis and Jed Lowrie hit
RBI singles for the A’s, while Mark Canha hit a solo
homer. Oakland’s other runs scored on a throwing error
by Yankees rookie third baseman Miguel Andujar and a
bases-loaded walk to Matt Olson.

ROYALS 5, INDIANS 1
Jakob Junis pitched seven scoreless innings, and

Ryan O’Hearn hit two home runs, leading Kansas City
to a win at Cleveland. The last-place Royals have won
six games in a row and eight of nine. The first-place
Indians have lost three straight. All five Royals runs
were scored on homers, including shots by Jorge
Bonifacio and Hunter Dozier. Junis (8-12) allowed two
hits-both singles-and no walks while striking out six.

MARLINS 3, PHILLIES 1
Jose Urena pitched seven strong innings, and Rafael

Ortega had two RBIs as Miami defeated visiting
Philadelphia. The Phillies lost their third consecutive
game. Miami won for just the second time in its past
seven games. Urena (5-12) allowed just four hits, no
walks and one run while striking out seven. Drew
Steckenrider pitched the ninth inning for his third save.

MARINERS 2, ORIOLES 1
Erasmo Ramirez pitched 5 1/3 strong innings as

Seattle defeated visiting Baltimore. Ramirez (2-3)
allowed one run on two hits and no walks with five
strikeouts. Zach Duke, Nick Vincent, Alex Colome and
Edwin Diaz combined for 3 2/3 scoreless innings,
allowing just one hit while striking out seven. Diaz
fanned the side in the ninth for his major-league-lead-
ing 52nd save of the season. Ryan Healy hit an RBI sin-
gle for Seattle in the fourth inning, and Cameron
Maybin tripled and scored on a Dee Gordon sacrifice
fly in the fifth. The Orioles managed only three hits, one
of them Jonathan Villar’s fourth-inning homer.

ANGELS 3, RANGERS 1
Matt Shoemaker threw five shutout innings in his

first start since March, and rookie Taylor Ward broke a
scoreless tie with a two-run home run in the seventh
inning, leading Los Angeles to a victory at Arlington,
Texas. Shoemaker returned to the Angels after spend-
ing five months on the disabled list following nerve sur-
gery on his right forearm. He gave up hits to two of the
first three batters he faced but no more over his 62-
pitch comeback. He walked one and struck out three.
Taylor Cole, Jose Alvarez, Justin Anderson, Ty Buttrey
and Blake Parker combined to limit the Rangers to one
run over the final four innings.

WHITE SOX 4, TIGERS 2
Matt Davidson hit a game-winning, two-run homer

to cap a three-run, ninth-inning rally and give host
Chicago a win over Detroit. Davidson ripped the first
pitch he saw from Tigers closer Shane Greene (2-6)
over the left field wall. Daniel Palka led off the bottom
of the ninth with an opposite-field blast off Greene to
tie the score. Welington Castillo followed with a single
before Davidson’s long ball.

PIRATES 5, REDS 1
Adam Frazier had four hits and three RBIs, including

a solo home run, Gregory Polanco launched a two-run
homer, and Trevor Williams pitched 6 2/3 shutout
innings as host Pittsburgh defeated Cincinnati. With the
Pirates nursing a 1-0 lead, Polanco hit his 23rd homer of
the season in the sixth, following a leadoff single by
Frazier. Frazier drilled a Matt Harvey changeup into the
seats in right field in the first inning. It was Frazier’s
eighth home run of the season, and his fifth since Aug.
5. In the seventh, Frazier drilled a two-run single against
reliever Sal Romano.

RAYS 7, BLUE JAYS 1
Kevin Kiermaier and Joey Wendle each had three

hits, and Ji-Man Choi homered to help Tampa Bay
win at Toronto. Yonny Chirinos (3-5) allowed one run
on four hits and three walks in seven relief innings to
earn the win. He struck out five. Kiermaier tripled,
doubled and singled and had one RBI. Blue Jays
starter Marcus Stroman (4-9) allowed four runs and
six hits in 1 2/3 innings in his first start since Aug. 17.
He had been on the disabled list due to a blister on
his right middle finger. — Reuters

DENVER: Third baseman Nolan Arenado #28 of the Colorado Rockies throws on the run for the first out of the
third inning against the San Francisco Giants at Coors Field on Monday in Denver, Colorado. —AFP

LONDON: Chris Woakes and Ollie Pope have been
included in the England squad for the final Test
against India as Alastair Cook prepares for his inter-
national farewell at The Oval. Warwickshire all-
rounder Woakes and Surrey batsman Pope are added
to group that will prepare for the fifth Test that starts
on Friday in London.

England wrapped up a 3-1 series success with
their 60-run victory in the fourth Test in
Southampton. That sets the stage for Essex batsman
Cook to take the spotlight on what will be the former
England captain’s final appearance for his country.
The 33-year-old, who announced his retirement plan
on Monday, has scored an England record 12,254
runs, including 32 centuries, in his 160 Test matches.

England’s squad is the same line-up that faced
India in the fourth Test plus the additions of Woakes
and Pope. It offers few clues as to the long-term
direction of the batting order once Cook departs.

Who plays as wicket-keeper remains uncertain,
with Jos Buttler having stepped into the role in
Southampton given Jonny Bairstow was struggling
with a broken finger. Pope will link up with England
on Thursday, after playing for Surrey in the first two
days of their County Championship division one
clash with Essex in Chelmsford.

England squad to face India at the Oval:
Joe Root (Yorkshire, capt), Moeen Ali

(Worcestershire), Jimmy Anderson (Lancashire),
Jonny Bairstow (Yorkshire), Stuart Broad
(Nottinghamshire), Jos Buttler (Lancashire), Alastair
Cook (Essex), Sam Curran (Surrey), Keaton Jennings
(Lancashire), Ollie Pope (Surrey), Adil Rashid
(Yorkshire), Ben Stokes (Durham), Chris Woakes
(Warwickshire). —AFP
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India finaleLOS ANGELES: USA Gymnastics chief executive Kerry

Perry has resigned after just nine months, a statement
said yesterday, dealing another blow to the embattled
governing body as it struggles to rebuild after the Larry
Nassar sexual abuse scandal.

“USA Gymnastics President and CEO Kerry Perry
last evening informed the board of directors that she will
resign effectively immediately,” a statement from the
USA Gymnastics board said.

“The board has immediately begun to identify an
interim CEO and is in the process of establishing a
search committee to find a permanent replacement,” it
added. Perry’s departure caps a tumultuous week for the
scandal-tainted organisation following the appointment
and subsequent resignation of elite coach Mary Lee
Tracy. Tracy’s appointment as elite development co-
ordinator last Tuesday triggered outrage amongst vic-
tims of Nassar, the former USA team doctor who was
jailed for life for abusing more than 250 athletes, includ-
ing several stars of the USA’s 2012 and 2016 Olympic
squads. Several former gymnasts lambasted Tracy for
comments she made in late 2016 — when the first alle-
gations of abuse against Nassar had already begun to
emerge-in which she described the doctor as “amazing.”
Olympic gold medallist Aly Raisman, who was among
Nassar’s victims, condemned Tracy’s appointment. “USA
Gymnastics has appointed someone who, in my view,
supported Nassar, victim-shamed survivors, & has
shown no willingness to learn from the past,” Raisman
tweeted.

Tracy later defended her remarks, insisting she had
been duped by Nassar and was unaware at the time of
any malpractice by the serial predator. However after
Tracy later attempted to contact Raisman-who is suing
USA Gymnastics over the Nassar scandal-she was
ordered to resign by the organisation just three days
after being appointed.

That resignation however did little to dispel the storm
of criticism swirling around USA Gymnastics, with com-
mentators wondering how the body had failed to antici-
pate the controversy that Tracy’s appointment ultimately
caused. The United States Olympic Committee had
issued a withering condemnation of USA Gymnastics

late Friday, stating that leadership changes were
inevitable. “I’m afraid I can offer nothing but disappoint-
ment,” USOC chief executive Hirshland said in a state-
ment. “Under the circumstances we feel that (USA
Gymnastics) is struggling to manage its obligations
effectively and it is time to consider making adjustments
in the leadership. “We are engaging with the USAG
board to offer our perspective, and also our assistance,
as they manage the situation.”

USA Gymnastics had presided over an unprecedented
period of Olympic dominance in women’s gymnastics since
2012 but failed to detect Nassar’s crimes in what became
the biggest scandal in US Olympic history. The scandal
had already led to the departure of former USAG chief
executive Steve Penny in March 2017. US Olympic chiefs
then demanded the entire board of directors be replaced
in January while launching an independent investigation
into the affair. USA Gymnastics chairwoman Karen Golz
said yesterday Perry had led the organisation “under very
difficult circumstances.” However she said the sport’s body
had made progress on the road to recovery. “In the wake
of horrific events that have impacted our athletes and the
entire gymnastics community, USA Gymnastics has made
progress in stabilising itself and setting a new path to
ensure that the safety and interests of our athletes remains
at the heart of our mission,” Golz said. —AFP
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