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Woods, DeChambeau, Mickelson 
expected to get Ryder Cup nods

Furyk to reveal three captain’s picks

NORTON: Bryson DeChambeau clinched back-to-
back wins in the FedEx Cup playoff series here
Monday, sealing victory in the Dell Technologies
Championship to all but guarantee himself a place
on the United States Ryder Cup team.

DeChambeau, 24, bagged his second win in the
space of little over a week after shooting a four-
under-par 67 to claim victory by two strokes at
TPC Boston. It was a disappointing day for
Abraham Ancer, who had started the final round
with a one-shot lead as he aimed to become the
first Mexican player in 40 years to win a US PGA
Tour title.

Ancer carded a closing 73 to finish five off the
lead. England’s Justin Rose took second place with
a three-under-par 68 that left him on 14 under for
the tournament, one shot clear of Australia’s
Cameron Smith in third.

Florida-based DeChambeau had stormed to a
four-shot success in last week’s Northern Trust in
New Jersey and has stretched his lead in the FedEx
Cup series. DeChambeau’s sensational form means
he is almost certain to be handed one of the three
“captain’s pick” slots for the Ryder Cup which will
be revealed by US skipper Jim Furyk.

Phil Mickelson, who is also expected to earn one
of the captain’s picks, also reminded Furyk of his
credentials with a magnificent closing day 63 for a
10-under par total. Tiger Woods, whose return to
form is also expected to see him named to one of
the three Ryder Cup places today, struggled with a
final day 71 to finish at seven under par for the
tournament. — AFP
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NORTON: Tiger Woods, Bryson DeChambeau and Phil
Mickelson are expected to be named on the United
States Ryder Cup team when Jim Furyk announces
three of his captain’s picks. Furyk will reveal his selec-
tions in Philadelphia but there is little if any suspense,
with the players picking themselves for the team to face
Europe in France this month.

It is inconceivable that 14-times major champion
Woods could be left out after the form he has displayed
in his comeback this year from a potentially career-
ending back injury. Woods contended in the final two
majors and while not winning either, showed he is still a
player for the big occasion at the age of 42.

Despite that, Woods has a less than stellar record of
13-17-3 in seven Ryder Cup appearances. He
approached the event with all the enthusiasm of a trip
to the dentist in his younger days but has warmed to
the team format in recent years.

He is already an assistant captain on Furyk’s team
and would need to be replaced in that position if con-
firmed. DeChambeau has also made himself virtually
impossible to overlook after back-to-back wins at the
FedExCup playoffs.

He narrowly failed to make the team automatically,
finishing ninth in the standings after the PGA
Championship last month, when the top eight locked up
the spots. However, he responded to the challenge in
the best possible fashion, an emphatic win at last
week’s Northern Trust all but daring Furyk to leave him
out. A follow-up victory at the Dell Technologies

Championship on Monday was hardly necessary, but a
nice bonus all the same, a result that lifted him to sev-
enth in the world rankings, ahead of heavyweights such
as Rory McIlroy and Jordan Spieth.

Furthermore, DeChambeau and Woods have struck
up a rapport that suggests they would be good part-
ners in Paris.

MICKELSON WANTS AWAY WIN
Mickelson has played a record 11 consecutive Ryder

Cups and qualified automatically every time. It is prob-
ably not too much to expect one captain’s pick in the
twilight of his career. “Hopefully it will make it ... easy
for (Furyk) to take me,” Mickelson said on Monday
after shooting 63 to tie for 12th at the Dell.

“I’d love to go over there and give it a shot to win for
the first time on European soil for quite some time.”
Mickelson has never been on a winning team in his five
Cup appearances in Europe. The U.S. last won away
from home in 1993. The 48-year-old has a middling 18-
20-7 Ryder Cup record but would still have a good
chance in Paris of becoming the most successful
American of all-time in the event. With 21.5 points, he
trails only Billy Casper (23.5) and Arnold Palmer (23).

Greater suspense is likely next Monday when Furyk
makes one final pick to complete his 12-man team. Tony
Finau, Kevin Kisner and Xander Schauffele are the
frontrunners, though a dominant performance by some-
one at this week’s BMW Championship may change the
picture. — Reuters

NORTON: Phil Mickelson of the United States plays his shot from the tenth tee during the final round of the Dell
Technologies Championship at TPC Boston on Monday in Norton, Massachusetts. — AFP

WOKING: Lando Norris, who will debut for McLaren
next year as Britain’s newest and youngest ever Formula
One driver, is a man in a hurry and the 18-year-old
already has the speeding fine to prove it. “It happens to
everyone, better own up to it than not,” he grinned in
an interview with Reuters on Tuesday when the thorny
subject was put to him.

Speaking a day after news broke that he will be
replacing Belgian Stoffel Vandoorne next year in an all-
new lineup with Spaniard Carlos Sainz, Norris relived
the excitement of having a dream come true.

“I was smiling for the rest of my flight home,” after
returning to the McLaren factory from the Italian
Grand Prix. “I literally didn’t stop smiling. It’s been a
long time coming, to finally make this step into Formula
One with McLaren.”

The Formula Two title contender was the frontrunner
for the job, as a protege of team principal Zak Brown,
who snapped him up after he won the McLaren BRDC
young driver of the year award in 2016. But it was not
an absolute certainty.

“I was told just before the race in Monza. Just as I
was leaving I bumped into Zak, which I didn’t mean to
do. He said he had something to tell me and I wasn’t
expecting it at all, to be honest.

“After everyone told me about (Sergio) Perez,
(Esteban) Ocon who could get the seat, I was a bit
more unsure. So it did come as a bit of a surprise, a bit
of a shock. But at the same time I was more or less
ready to hear that if it did come.”

While following in the footsteps of four-times world
champion Lewis Hamilton, the compatriot who started
with McLaren in 2007, it is Italian MotoGP great
Valentino Rossi that Norris holds up as his boyhood
idol. “I was more into MotoGP before I started watch-
ing Formula One. and I loved his colour scheme basical-
ly,” he said. “The yellow, ‘The Doctor’. He was always a
bit different and changed helmets and had different

things,” he recalled. “My helmet design I have now is
pretty much based off of his. He has the sun and the
moon and mine is pretty much the sun and...I’ve adjust-
ed it towards what I like a bit more but it originated
from him.”

PRACTICE SESSIONS
The youngster, who obtained his regular driving

licence as a 17-year-old, has taken part in Friday prac-
tice sessions and tests for McLaren and the next step
will not faze him. “I feel ready for it, McLaren obviously
think I’m ready for it,” he said. McLaren’s reputation
with young drivers, Hamilton excepted, has been poor
of late but Norris said he was not worried about what
had befallen Perez, Denmark’s Kevin Magnussen and
now Vandoorne at the under-performing team.

“I focus on my own job,” he said. “I think McLaren
need a fresh start. That’s why I’m in. “For the best pro-
gression of the team and getting the team back to

where they need to be and winning I believe having
two fresh drivers is the best thing. If we can, hopefully
I’ll be the one winning.”

That prospect remains some way off, with Norris
looking to score points and learn as much as he can
once he gets into the cockpit. “I’m not going to be aim-
ing for a win (next year),” he said. “It’s going to be aim-
ing on beating your team mate but working as a team,
developing. Because I want to win and the only way I
can do that is by helping the team altogether.

“I don’t really know what to expect next year. It’s
sunk in in terms of people saying ‘you’re a Formula One
racing driver’ but in terms of being one, and experienc-
ing it, I don’t think it’s going to sink in until after the
first race.” Asked what kind of a driver he was, Norris
smiled. “I’m pretty calm. I change. Sometimes I’m a bit
under-aggressive and sometimes a bit over. But I think
it’s good to have both.” — Reuters
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BRISBANE: Wallabies scrum-half Will Genia says his
teammates must toughen up mentally after admitting
lapses of concentration cost them dearly against the All
Blacks in the Bledisloe Cup Tests.

Australia have lost six of their past seven games, and
ceded the Bledisloe Cup to New Zealand for the 16th
consecutive year after a 40-12 hammering in Auckland
at the weekend and a 38-13 thrashing in Sydney the
week before.

They are working to regroup ahead of a Rugby
Championship clash with South Africa in Brisbane on
Saturday, with the Springboks also on the back foot
after being hammered 32-19 by Argentina in Mendoza.

In both games against the All Blacks, the Wallabies
held their own in the first half but were blown away in
the second period as they lost focus. “We defended
well off turnover ball in both first halves but then they
just took us to pieces in the second half of both games,”
Genia told reporters.

“It’s just moments of lapses... in concentration that
lets us down.” The influential 30-year-old said it was a
key area they have been working on. “In the heat of the
battle, not listening to that voice in your head which
tells you to give up or not chase-it’s just things like
that,” Genia said

“If we were just half a step earlier, we’d go a long
way to solving a lot of those problems in the turnover.”

Asked why professional athletes, many of them vastly
experienced, were having mid-game lapses, the 88-
Test veteran said it was something they were still trying
to work out.

“The biggest thing for us is that we just have guys

who are-in moments during games-just not doing
their jobs,” he said. “If we can get guys who are doing
their jobs every single time and not covering for other
blokes, it makes things a lot easier with and without
the ball.” —AFP

MONZA: File photo shows McLaren’s British test driver Lando Norris drives as it rains during the first practice session
at the Autodromo Nazionale circuit in Monza on August 31, 2018 ahead of the Italian Formula One Grand Prix.  —AFP

AUCKLAND: File photo shows Australia’s Will Genia (C) runs in a try while tackled by New Zealand’s Sam Cane (L)
and Aaron Smith (R) during the second rugby Test match between New Zealand and Australia at Eden Park in
Auckland on August 25, 2018.  — AFP

Genia: Wallabies
must toughen
up mentallyMIAMI: Tennessee Titans tight end Delanie Walker and

outside linebacker Brian Orakpo said Monday they will be
ready for Sunday’s season opener against the Dolphins in
Miami, while right tackle Jack Conklin is getting closer to a
return. Walker, who has been battling an apparent toe
injury, and Orakpo (shoulder) each returned to practice
last week after missing all of the preseason. The Titans
have been extremely tight-lipped about injuries under new
head coach Mike Vrabel, but Walker has consistently tar-
geted a Week 1 return, while Orakpo said Monday he’s
“ready to rock and roll.”

Conklin, who tore the anterior cruciate ligament in his
left knee in the divisional playoffs in mid-January, was acti-
vated from the physically unable to perform list before
final cuts and did limited work in individual drills at
Monday’s practice. General manager Jon Robinson said
Conklin is “progressing nicely,” but no timetable has been
given for the tackle’s return.

Conklin’s activation indicates the team expects him
back before Week 7, but he could miss a few weeks while
working back to 100 percent. Veteran Dennis Kelly has
worked as the starter at right tackle in Conklin’s absence.

Orakpo, 32, could be counted on heavily early on, as
fellow starter Derrick Morgan and second-round pick
Harold Landry are each battling injuries of their own.
Morgan returned to practice Monday for limited work, but
his availability for Week 1 is in doubt as he recovers from a
reported August knee procedure. Landry did not practice
Monday after reportedly sustaining a mid- to high-ankle
sprain in the preseason finale.— Reuters
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