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Kele Okereke has announced his theatre debut in ‘Leave The
Remain’.  The Bloc Party frontman has announced his first stage
project, scoring the new play - directed by Robby Graham -

alongside Matt Jones.  The production, which opens in Hammersmith in
January, follows the story of a young gay couple suddenly faced with
an uncertain future.  The story is “told through a mixture of music, dra-
ma and movement” and the ‘Streets Been Talkin’ hitmaker drew from
his own experiences while creating the soundtrack to the play.  He said:
“‘Leave to Remain’ is the story of what happens when a marriage
forces two very different families to come together.  “For the music for
this project I took cues from the records that my parents would play in
our house when I was growing up, West African high-life music, and I
tried to combine those sounds with the electronic dance music I hear in
clubs today. “It was important to me to make something that represent-
ed the meeting of two very different worlds.” The show will feature
Olivier Award nominated actor Tyrone Huntley in the lead role of Obi,
with the full cast to be announced shortly. The musical features songs
such as ‘Not The Drugs Talking’, which gives off a similar vibe to the
electro-rock sound in Kele’s debut solo album and Bloc Party’s
‘Intimacy’. The musician and his boyfriend of almost 10 years became
fathers to a daughter in 2016 to and he knows that gay couples can
provide as much love as a traditional family setup. He said: said: “I don’t
feel it’s my role to explain myself to people or explain how I live my life.
There will be some people who don’t get it. There are always going to
be people that will have a problem with you and you don’t have to go
round appeasing them.  “You just have to do you in the best way you
can. That’s what I’m going to instill in my daughter.”
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Nile Rodgers and Chic have announced a UK tour.  The 65-year-old
musician is set to headline a five date arena tour in December, and
the legendary disco group’s run will start in Glasgow before heading

to Manchester, Birmingham, Cardiff and ending at the London O2 Arena.
The announcement comes ahead of the release of his first album in 24 years,
which will be released later on this month.  The ‘Le Freak’ hitmaker has col-
laborated with a variety of stars on his new record - including Elton John,
Emeli Sande, Lady Gaga and Craig David.  The pioneer has worked with
some of the greatest artists of all time, producing for the likes of David
Bowie, Diana Ross and Madonna - however it recently came to light that
Nile previously refused to work on a disco song for the late Aretha Franklin.
The Chic star has revealed he was asked to work on the late soul legend’s
1979 song ‘Only Star’ from her LP ‘La Diva’, but he told the ‘R.E.S.P.E.C.T’
hitmaker to her face, he didn’t want the job because he wouldn’t want to be
known as “the guy who wrote Aretha Franklin’s disco hit”. He recalled to
MOJO magazine: “We only had one meeting but she wanted to write the
songs. “And she played this song ‘I’m Gonna Be The Only Star Tonight Down
At The Disco’ [later recorded as ‘Only Star’], because for some reason
somebody had convinced Aretha Franklin that disco was so happening she
had to do a disco record. “And I told her, point blank, ‘There’s no way I’m
going down in history as the guy who wrote Aretha Franklin’s disco hit’, at
least not that one. “She had written it and the guy who did ‘The Hustle’, Van
McCoy, a terrific arranger, he did the album [1979’s ‘La Diva’ with co-pro-
ducer Charlie Kipps]. I couldn’t believe he did it. It’s just not a good song ...”
After hearing the sad news of Aretha’s death, Nile tweeted: “I just finished
interviews in Berlin, and was informed the mighty @ArethaFranklin has
passed. RIPArethaFranklin #Queen of Soul (sic)” .
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Carrie Underwood thinks women are underrepresented on the radio.
The 35-year-old country star has suggested it could be more diffi-
cult than ever for young, hopeful girls to chase their dreams and get

“the same opportunities” the male artists are presented with. Speaking on
the Women Want to Hear Women podcast, she said: “Even when I was
growing up, I wished there was more women on the radio, and I had a lot
more than there are today,” Underwood said. “I think about all the little
girls that are sitting at home saying, ‘I want to be a country music singer.’
“What do you tell them, you know? What do you do? How do you look at
them and say, ‘Well, just work hard, sweetie, and you can do it’ when that’s
probably not the case right now? I see so many girls out there busting their
rear ends and so many guys out there where some new guy has a No. 1 and
I’m like, ‘Well, good for you, that’s great, but who are you? What’s happen-
ing?’ “And then these strong women who are super talented that totally
deserve it are not getting the same opportunities. But how to change it? I
don’t know. How do we change it?” Carrie - who makes sure to support
other female artists by taking the most talented performers on tour with her
to give them a deserved platform - also hit out at the way women are
placed against each other in the industry. She explained: “None of us feel
that way towards each other,” she said. “Any time I hear some lady-some
strong, awesome, talented woman on the radio with a great song-I’m like,
‘Heck yeah!’ I don’t ever think like ‘Aw man!’ It never enters my mind. “And I
feel like the more we can talk about that and be like ‘Please don’t put me on
your Top Whatever list... just don’t do it,’ the more people will be like ‘Oh.’
Maybe they don’t think anything of it. Maybe they don’t realize it’s offen-
sive. That’s why we’ve gotta tell ‘em.”
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New Order have announced a one-off UK show for this year. The 80s synth-pop veterans
will headline London’s Alexandra Palace on November 9, before heading out on a Latin
America tour which kicks off on November 18 in Mexico city, before wrapping in

Curitiba, Brazil, on December 2. Announcing the show in the British capital, the band tweeted:
London, are you ready? Meanwhile, the ‘Blue Monday’ hitmaker recently announced a new doc-
umentary, ‘New Order: Decades’, which will give fans a walk through of their history. Bernard
Sumner, Stephen Morris and former bassist Peter Hook were all members of seminal indie band
Joy Division and went on to create New Order in 1980 after lead singer Ian Curtis died of sui-
cide. The forthcoming Sky Arts film is set to go behind the scenes of their ‘So It Goes’ debut in
1978, what would be the ‘Love Will Tears Us Apart’ hitmakers’ first TV performance after late
singer Ian berated the presenter in Manchester’s Rafters nightclub.  The documentary will show
footage of the group working with artist Liam Gillick and a synthesiser orchestra for the re-
working of ‘So It Goes’ at the Manchester International Festival 2017. The Mike Christie-helmed
film will feature interviews with the band, designer Peter Saville and shows several crucial per-
formances in their 40-year history. A tweet on the band’s official Twitter page revealed: “New
Order: Decades” will air on Saturday 22nd September at 9pm on @SkyArts.  Directed by
@mikechristieuk, the part concert, part documentary follows the band’s preparations for their
appearance at @MIFestival 2017. According to Sky, it’s “a rare chance to enter the band’s pri-
vate world, understand the visual philosophy of their aesthetic and design, and witness their col-
laborative, creative processes first hand.” Last year, New Order reached a “full and final settle-
ment” with ex-member Peter after a long-running legal dispute over royalties.  The 62-year-old
musician claimed to be £2.3 million out of pocket after he quit the band he co-founded in 2007,
and filed a lawsuit against his former bandmates Bernard, Stephen and Gillian Morris in 2015.
However, the trio revealed their lawsuit had ended after years of back and forth over various
issues involving the New Order and Joy Division band names and how much Hook is paid for
using them. In a statement posted on their website, the band wrote: “New Order announce that
today, a full and final settlement has been reached in the long running disputes with their former
bassist Peter Hook.  “The disputes were based upon Hook’s use of various New Order and Joy
Division assets on merchandising and in the promotion of shows by his new band, and the
amount of money he receives from the use of the name New Order by his former colleagues
since 2011.  “The Joy Division and New Order names mean a great deal to so many of the fans,
and the band felt it important to protect the legacy.  “With these issues now dealt with, Bernard,
Stephen and Gillian can continue to do what they do best, make music and perform live. (sic)”
‘New Order: Decades’ will be broadcast on September 22 on Sky Arts at 9pm GMT.
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Thom Yorke has compared composing the ‘Suspiria’ sound-
track to casting spells. The Radiohead frontman has taken on
his first feature film score for Luca Guadagnino’s remake of

Dario Argento’s 1977 film and said the entire process was magical.
He told The Hollywood Reporter: “I kept thinking to myself that it’s
a form of making spells.” “So when I was working in my studio I
was making spells. I know it sounds really stupid, but that’s how I
was thinking about it. It was a sort of freedom I’ve not had before.
I’ve not worked in the format of song arrangement. I’m just explor-
ing.” “I’m putting things out into my studio and seeing what my stu-
dio is bringing back. It was a sort of maybe a beginning launch of
an idea. It was just a really cool way to totally immerse myself in an
area I wouldn’t normally go with full permission.” Thom, 49, also
admitted he was initially hesitant to take part because he feared he
could not match the original soundtrack by Goblin. He said: “I
referred to the original ‘Suspiria’ film. It was an odd process from
the beginning. When they first came to see me, the producers and
[editor] Walter [Fasano], I just thought they were mad, because I’ve
never done a soundtrack before, And ‘Suspiria’ is one of those leg-
endary soundtracks. It took a few months to even contemplate the
idea. “It was one of those moments in your life where you want to
run away but you know you’ll regret it if you do. I watched the
original film several times, and I loved it because it was of that time,
an incredibly intense soundtrack. Obviously Goblin and Dario
worked incredibly closely when they did it together.”
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Claire Richards isn’t
chasing chart hits 
Claire Richards isn’t chasing chart hits as she knows she can’t compete

with today’s pop stars.  The Steps star says despite signing with
Sony Music for her debut solo LP ‘My Wildest Dreams’, it’s more

meaningful to her that her fans can relate to the messages behind her col-
lection of heartfelt power ballads than having a song in the top 10. In an
exclusive interview with BANG showbiz, she said: “I don’t think you can
really (compete) because then you just get caught up in second guessing
yourself constantly and also disappointment. “I think if you expect it to be
number one in the singles charts then in this day and age ... I know I’m not
gonna be competing with the likes of Rita Ora or Rihanna and Ed Sheeran.
“It’s not about that for me it’s about people listening to the album as a
whole and relating to the music.” Steps - completed by Lisa Scott-Lee, Lee
Latchford-Evans, Ian ‘H’ Watkins and Faye Tozer - reunited for their 20th
anniversary last year for a tour and new LP ‘Tears on the Dancefloor’,
which hit number two on the UK chart. But unlike the ‘5,6,7,8’ hitmakers’
comeback album - which was released independently - Claire has been
signed to a major label and is honored to have Sony’s backing as she never
imagined it was possible. She admitted: “It’s amazing.  “I never thought for
a second that this would be happening with a major label.  “I thought that if
we did ever manage to do it we would do it like we did the Steps thing and
we’d do it independently - but to have the support of a major record com-
pany is just incredible and I’m really excited.” ‘My Wildest Dreams’ is
released on November 2, lead single ‘On My Own’ is out now.


