
YAREN: The Pacific Islands Forum in Nauru began
in dramatic fashion yesterday, with Chinese diplo-
mats storming out of a meeting and a New Zealand
journalist detained for interviewing refugees held on
the tiny island nation. After a low-key opening cere-
mony late Monday, tensions erupted almost as soon
as formal business commenced yesterday, when
China’s Du Qiwen attempted to address a meeting
about climate change.

The meeting chairman, Nauru President Baron
Waqa, stopped him from talking, prompting Du and the
rest of the Chinese delegation to walk out. The
exchange highlighted sensi-
tivities over Beijing’s rising
influence in the region,
where Nauru backs Taiwan
over arch-rival China in the
battle for diplomatic recog-
nition. A few hours later,
police took veteran TVNZ
journalist Barbara Dreaver
into custody as she was
interviewing an asylum-
seeker held on the island
under Australia’s hardline
immigration policies.

The plight of the refugees, particularly children, has
threatened to overshadow the summit, despite attempts
by Nauru authorities to control visiting journalists.
Dreaver said she was held for three hours, her footage
was confiscated and her PIF media accreditation was
revoked. She described herself as “fine and dandy”
after her release but said she was now barred from
attending PIF press conferences. “I can do Forum sto-
ries but I’m not allowed to report on anything to do
with the refugees,” she told TVNZ.

Australia’s Lowy Institute think-tank said earlier this

year that Nauru’s government “has recently lurched
towards authoritarianism”. Opposition figures have
been arrested and judges sacked for making decisions
the government disagrees with. Authorities have also
muzzled the media, strictly controlling journalists’
access to the tiny island.

Boycott averted 
Few foreign reporters have made it into Nauru in

recent years, with many hampered by a decision to
charge Aus$8,000 (US$5,800) for media visa appli-
cations, non-refundable even if not granted. The fee

was temporarily waived for
the PIF but the govern-
ment curbed the number of
reporters allowed into the
country to cover the
region’s  biggest  annual
diplomatic meeting. It also
banned Australia’s public
broadcaster  ABC after
taking except ion to i ts
coverage.

Reporters who did make
it in are subject to unprece-

dented restrictions at the usually media-friendly event,
under threat of visa revocation. “You are only author-
ized to report on, or take photos or videos of the PIF.
Any other subjects must be approved by the RON
(Republic of Nauru),” the media visa restrictions said.

After Dreaver’s release, the Nauru government said
the only restrictions it had placed on journalists were
for safety reasons. “No journalist on Nauru has been
prevented from talking to any person, including
refugees,” it said. “However, in order to protect the
safety and security of all, journalists were required to
follow procedures.”

The controversies have left Nauru struggling to con-
trol the agenda at the 18-nation summit, where official
business is focused on climate change and regional
security. It was revealed yesterday that the China issue
almost derailed the entire event, when some member
nations threatened to boycott it over Nauru’s treatment
of Beijing’s delegation. 

Nauru refused to stamp entry visas into Chinese
diplomatic passports, instead saying it would only
process their personal passports. While seemingly a
minor detail, it provoked a furious response from other

PIF members, many of whom receive development aid
and concessional loans from Beijing. Samoa Prime
Minister Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi said Nauru’s
actions risked undermining “the integrity, credibility
and foundation of our organization”.

“Your unilateral action as President of Nauru is a
dangerous precedent that I believe may not be accept-
ed by forum leaders,” he wrote in a letter to Waqa
obtained by AFP. While a compromise was reached, this
year’s PIF continues to be one of the most ill-tempered
since the organization was established in 1971. — AFP 
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NAURU: Leaders attend the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) at the Civic Center in Aiwo on the island of
Nauru. — AFP 

Walkout, media bust ensure
fiery start to Pacific summit

Diplomats storm out, journalists detained as sparks fly 

Yemen: At war
since 2014
SANAA: Yemen, an impoverished country on
the Arabian peninsula, has been mired in a
deadly conflict between troops loyal to
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi and
Shiite Huthi rebels since 2014. The conflict
escalated in 2015 after a Saudi-led coalition
launched military operations in Yemen, help-
ing the government to push back against
rebels who had seized the capital and several
provinces. The violence has since has killed
nearly 10,000 people and triggered what the
United Nations has described as the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis. Here’s a timeline of
key events:

Rebellion in Sanaa 
In July 2014, Houthis, who come from a

branch of Shiite Islam and consider them-
selves sidelined after the 2011 uprising
against former president Ali Abdullah Saleh,
launch an offensive from their northern
stronghold of Saada. They have opposed
the government for the past decade and are
backed by Iran, which denies mi l i tary
involvement. In September, the rebels, allied
to military units who have remained loyal to
Saleh, enter the capital Sanaa. They seize
government headquarters and state radio
after several days of fighting. In October
they seize the Red Sea port of Hodeida,
then move towards the centre of the coun-
try. On January 20, 2015, after two days of
deadly fighting, the Houthis seize the presi-
dential palace in Sanaa and surround the
residence of Hadi, who flees south to Aden
a month later.

Saudi air strikes 
A Saudi-led coalition launches air strikes

on the rebels in March 2015 to counter their
advance on the south. Hadi takes refuge in the
Saudi capital Riyadh. In July, Hadi’s embattled
administration announces its forces have
retaken the southern province of Aden in
their first success since the coalition stepped
in. Aden becomes the country’s de facto capi-
tal. By mid-August, loyalist forces have retak-
en five southern provinces, but struggle to
secure them due to the presence of Al-
Qaeda’s Yemen branch and the Islamic State
group. In October, government forces reclaim
control of the Bab Al-Mandab Strait, one of
the world’s busiest and most strategically
sensitive shipping routes.

Negotiations fail 
In August 2016 UN-brokered negotiations

in Kuwait between the government and rebels
break down on several points, notably the
withdrawal of rebels from several strategic
towns and power sharing with the government.

Rebels kill ex-president 
Splits emerge in the rebel camp in 2017,

resulting in violent clashes and the assassina-
tion of Hadi’s predecessor and former Houthi
ally, Saleh, by rebel fighters in December. The
rebels strengthen their grip on the capital.
Splits also emerge in the government camp,
with fierce clashes erupting in Aden in
January 2018 between southern separatists
and fighters loyal to Hadi. — AFP 

SAADA: In this file photo taken on August 10, 2018 Yemenis dig graves for children, who
were killed when their bus was hit during a Saudi-led coalition air strike, that targeted the
Dahyan market the previous day in the Houthi rebels’ stronghold province of Saada. — AFP 

Abortion in
LatAm: Four
women’s voices
MONTEVIDEO: To legalize or not
to legalize, that is the question on the
lips of many legislators in Latin
America since Argentina opted not to
decriminalize abortion following a
senate vote. It did at least open the
way for greater debate on a subject
viewed so differently across the
region in which abortion is entirely
legal in Cuba and Uruguay, but where
women can even be jailed for a mis-
carriage in El Salvador.

Attitudes are changing in some
traditionally conservative societies,
though, as Guatemala debates con-
tradictory proposals that would either
loosen or toughen laws; Brazil’s
Supreme Court considers a plan to
decriminalize abortion in the first 12
weeks; and Chilean legislators debate
a bill that would universally allow
abortion in the first 14 weeks. Here,
four women tell AFP about their
abortion experiences.

Cuba: ‘A right but not a game’ 
Josefa is 46 and lives in Havana.

Cuba was the region’s pioneer, legal-
izing abortion in the first eight weeks
in 1965. “I got pregnant at 23. I had
my first child and supposedly I could-
n’t have any more. When I fell preg-
nant again it was a surprise: I was
studying and decided to abort.” She
had three abortions over a decade
but later had a second child, who is
now 12.

“In Cuba it’s my right to choose
when I want to have a child. It’s not a
contraceptive method. “I didn’t have
the financial means and I wasn’t ready
to have another child. I preferred to
abort at an early stage of pregnancy.
We have this right in Cuba but I don’t
deny that lots of people use it indis-
criminately as a contraceptive, and
that can provoke very serious health
problems. I had a friend who had so
many (abortions) that she could no
longer have children, and now she
regrets that. We have the right to
choose but we must also realize that
it’s not a game.”

El Salvador: ‘Law discriminates
against women’ 

Elsi Rosales, 27, lives and works in
the countryside, and carries the scars
of a traumatic stillbirth. Since 1998, El
Salvador’s laws in this area have been
unforgiving with abortion for any rea-
son and even miscarriages punishable
by up to 40 years in prison. “I was 38
weeks pregnant. I have a three-year-
old son who was born by C-section, I
didn’t know what labor pains were.”

It happened as Rosales worked in
the fields carrying firewood. “I felt
pain in my lower back, I didn’t know
what was happening but felt like I
needed to use the bathroom.” It was
there that her stillbirth happened. “At
that point, I lost consciousness. I was
taken to hospital with a hemorrhage.
The doctor treating me asked what
happened and was the one who
denounced me.” She spent 10 months
in jail but now wants to fight for abor-
tion reform. “I’m going to join the
fight so that the women in jail feel
they’re not alone. This justice system
discriminates against us for the sole
reason that we’re women.”

Mexico: ‘No guilt’ 
Since 2007, abortion has been

legal in the capital Mexico City up
until 12 weeks. In the rest of the 31
states it’s allowed in cases of rape or
a threat to the mother’s life. But in
Guanajuato, it’s outlawed and carries
a maximum sentence of 30 years. Art
promoter Monse Castera, 32, has had
three legal abortions, the first in
France when she was 21.

“It was... very professional, the one
in which I felt most secure.” The next
two were after it was legalized in
Mexico City. “They weren’t experi-
ences that left me feeling guilty or
with emotional pain. Abortion is not
something we should feel ashamed
about. It should be avoided but what
should most be avoided is having
unwanted children. “It fills me with
infinite sadness that in 2018 a woman
cannot make decisions about her own
body. If men could get pregnant this
discussion wouldn’t even be on the
table. No law should tell you what
you can or can’t do with your body.”

Uruguay: ‘Example to 
other countries’ 

Office worker Mariana Rodriguez,
27, had an abortion in a public hospi-
tal in Uruguay, where it has been legal
since 2013. “It was never in my
thoughts to become a mother. I don’t
feel psychologically prepared, nor do
I have maternal instincts.” A torn con-
dom and a morning-after pill that did-
n’t work sent her down the abortion
path. “The process was great, I felt
well supported and never judged.

“No-one tried to persuade me.
The psychologist just asked me if I
was sure and I gave my explanation.
“I was lucky that I didn’t have to lis-
ten (to talk of homemade methods)
using parsley and a knitting needle.
I’m thankful of the law in Uruguay,
it’s applied in a perfect way and
should be an example to other coun-
tries. “For me, it’s a very personal
debate: how each individual views
the fetus, embryo, baby, the concept
of motherhood, the stereotype that
women are born to be mothers... But
it has to be law, there’s no discussion
there.” —AFP 

Raucous start to
SC hearing
as Dems 
demand delay
WASHINGTON: The confirmation hearing
for US President Donald Trump’s Supreme
Court nominee quickly descended into chaos
yesterday with Democrats repeatedly
demanding a postponement over withheld
documents, and protesters loudly shouting
their opposition.

“I move to adjourn,” said Senator Richard
Blumenthal, one of several Democrats who
interrupted the hearing, insisting lawmakers
needed time to review thousands of docu-
ments related to nominee Judge Brett
Kavanaugh that were released Monday night
by the administration. Republicans had hoped
to use the four-day gathering as an opportu-
nity to highlight Kavanaugh’s distinguished
career as a US Court of Appeals judge in
Washington.

But within moments of Senate Judiciary
Committee chairman Chuck Grassley banging
the gavel, Democrats launched what
appeared to be coordinated protests against
moving ahead with the hearing on
Kavanaugh’s lifetime appointment to the
highest US court. “This process will be taint-

ed and stained forever” should it proceed as
scheduled, Blumenthal said. “The motion is
denied,” Senate Judiciary Committee chair-
man Chuck Grassley responded, as he vowed
to carry on through the end of the week, if
necessary, to complete the hearing.

Kavanaugh, holding his daughter’s hand
and smiling broadly as he entered the hearing
rooming, sat stone-faced minutes later as
lawmakers spoke loudly over one another and
protesters erupted in anger from the back of
the hearing room, leading police to eject them
from the proceedings. The scenes were
extraordinary, even for those with decades of

Capitol Hill experience, as lawmakers spent
more than an hour debating a pathway for-
ward. “This is something I’ve never gone
through before,” acknowledged Grassley.

Senator John Cornyn, the chamber’s num-
ber two Republican, likened the developments
to “mob rule.” Grassley argued that the panel
has already received more than 400,000
pages of Kavanaugh-related documents. But
Democrats repeatedly broke into Grassley’s
opening remarks to demand a halt in order to
be allowed time to study the 42,000 pages
released by the White House just 15 hours
before the start of the hearing. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh listens during the first day of
his confirmation hearing in front of the US Senate on Capitol Hill. — AFP 


