
Israeli president 
gives lecture to  
Duterte on Hitler
JERUSALEM: Israeli President Reuven Rivlin
gave a brief lecture on Hitler to Rodrigo Duterte
yesterday after the Philippine leader’s 2016
remarks comparing himself to the Nazi dictator
who carried out the Holocaust.

“Hitler was actually representing the devil
himself,” Rivlin said when the two men met at his
Jerusalem office. “He was the devil on earth.”
Rivlin went on to say that Duterte’s visit to
Israel’s Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial on
Monday must have illustrated to him the sensitiv-
ity surrounding any reference to Adolf Hitler.
“Probably you have realised yesterday the feel-
ings when you have visited the museum of Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem, to really feel the atmos-
phere, to feel the feelings of all the people that
were part of this disaster,” said Rivlin, whose
position is mainly ceremonial.

Duterte appeared to be listening attentively
during Rivlin’s brief comments. He later spoke
about trade and cooperation with Israel. The con-
troversial Philippine president spoke of Hitler in
2016 when talking about his violent drug crack-
down that has killed thousands. “Hitler massacred
three million Jews. Now there are three million
drug addicts (in the Philippines). I’d be happy to
slaughter them,” Duterte said then. Historians say
six million Jews died in the Holocaust. Duterte later
apologised and said the comments were aimed at
critics who had likened him to the Nazi leader.

‘Crimes taking place’ 
Duterte also told Rivlin he had ordered his mili-

tary to only buy military and intelligence equip-
ment from Israel. He said the United States was a
“good friend,” but buying such equipment from
US firms meant the country would “also be listen-
ing”, seemingly meaning gathering intelligence on
the Philippines. Duterte said the same would be
true for countries such as China or Germany.

The comments seemed to contradict Duterte’s
previous remarks. In November, he said he
planned to buy more weapons from Russia. A few
dozen people opposed to arms sales to the
Philippines protested outside the presidential
compound in Jerusalem during the meeting.
“We’re protesting against Israel’s involvement in
the crimes taking place there,” lawyer and human
rights activist Eitay Mack told AFP.

Further arms deals were expected to be part of
Duterte’s discussions in Israel. The Philippine
president met Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Monday. In comments before their
working lunch, Duterte thanked Israel for supply-
ing him with unspecified defence equipment that
was “critical” in “winning the war”-a reference to
his government’s battle against jihadists in the city
of Marawi last year. — AFP

Today, he will lay a wreath at a memorial near
Tel Aviv commemorating the Philippines’ accept-
ance of 1,300 Jews fleeing the Holocaust. He will
travel to Jordan later in the day. Duterte’s trip to
Israel began on Sunday night with him apologiz-
ing to former US president Barack Obama for
having called him a “son of a whore” in 2016, one
of several foul-mouthed remarks that have
caused outrage.

He lobbed the insult in response to steady criti-
cism from the United States at the time over his
violent drug crackdown. Fresh controversy awaits
Duterte back home. Yesterday, he ordered the
arrest of a lawmaker fiercely critical of his drug
war, the second presidential critic from the Senate
to be threatened with detention. — AFP
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OSAKA: Damaged traffic boards and telecommunication relay poles are seen after they were brought down by strong winds caused by typhoon Jebi. — AFP 

TOKYO: The strongest typhoon to hit Japan in 25
years battered the west of the country yesterday with
violent winds and heavy rain, killing six and injuring
scores more. Powerful gusts ripped sheeting from
rooftops, overturned trucks on bridges and swept a
tanker anchored in Osaka Bay into a bridge to Kansai
International Airport.

The damage to the bridge left the airport cut off
from the mainland and stranded around 3,000 people
there, an official said. The airport was now conducting
safety tests on the undamaged section of the bridge,
the official said, but it remained unclear when the pas-
sengers could leave. High waves whipped up by the
storm also flooded parts of the airport, where all flights
were cancelled, and the severe weather caused power
outages and travel chaos across much of the country.

Typhoon Jebi made landfall around noon, slamming
into the west of the country with winds of up to 216
kilometers per hour. The fast-moving storm quickly
crossed the mainland, and by nightfall was heading out
to sea from Ishikawa in central Japan. Public broad-
caster NHK reported at least six deaths in the storm,
including a 71-year-old man killed in western Shiga
prefecture after being trapped under a warehouse that

collapsed in strong wind.  NHK said 164 people had
suffered mostly minor injuries.

In Osaka television footage showed the large tanker
smashing into the bridge connecting the city of
Izumisano with Kansai air-
port, with its superstructure
battering away part of the
bridge. Local TV also
showed footage of a 100-
metre tall ferris wheel in
Osaka spinning furiously in
the strong wind despite
being switched off. “I’ve
never seen such a thing,” a
19-year-old boy at the
scene told NHK. Elsewhere,
the winds whipped away
part of the ceiling from
Kyoto station and peeled off multi-storey scaffolding
on a building in Osaka.

Evacuations urged 
The storm left more than one million households

without power and evacuation advisories were issued

at one point for nearly 1.2 million people, with another
16,000 under stronger — though still not mandatory
— evacuation orders. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe had
urged people to evacuate early and ordered his gov-

ernment to take all neces-
sary measures to protect
residents, after the weather
agency warned of land-
slides, flooding and violent
winds, as well as high tides,
lightning and tornadoes.

“I urge the Japanese
people to take action to
protect your lives, including
preparing and evacuating
early,” he said. Arriving on
land, Jebi had winds of up to
162 kilometres (100 miles)

per hour at its centre, making it a “very strong”
typhoon, the weather agency’s chief forecaster Ryuta
Kurora told AFP. “This is (the strongest) since 1993.” 

Local media warned that the wind was strong
enough to topple traditional-style wooden houses as
well as power poles, and urged people in affected areas

to avoid non-essential travel. Primary and middle
schools in the storm’s path were closed while regional
businesses including Universal Studios Japan in Osaka
and factories for several large manufacturers shut
down. Nearly 800 flights were cancelled, including sev-
eral international flights departing and arriving at
Nagoya and Osaka, along with ferries, local train serv-
ices and some bullet train lines.

Jebi had a similar trajectory to Typhoon Cimaron
which made landfall on August 23, disrupting transport
but causing limited damage and few injuries. Japan is
regularly struck by major storms during the summer
and autumn. The country has been sweating through a
record deadly heatwave that followed devastating rain
in parts of central and western Japan that killed over
200 people. 

The sustained rain caused widespread flooding and
landslides in July, devastating entire villages and forcing
thousands from their homes. The flooding and land-
slides proved so deadly in part because many people
did not heed evacuation warnings, which are not
mandatory. Since the disaster, authorities have urged
people to take the warnings more seriously and pre-
pare to leave home immediately they are issued. — AFP 
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Spain cancels sale 
of bombs to Saudi 
MADRID: Spain said yesterday it has cancelled a 2015
deal to sell 400 laser-guided bombs to Saudi Arabia,
which is leading a coalition fighting rebels in Yemen. A
defense ministry spokesman confirmed a Cadena Ser
radio report that said Spain’s new Socialist government
planned to return the 9.2 million euros ($10.6 million)
already paid by the Saudis for the arms under a deal
signed by the previous conservative administration. The
spokesman declined to elaborate but the announcement
comes after an August air strike by the Saudi-led coalition
battling rebels in Yemen that killed dozens of civilians,
including 40 children.

The incident sparked a wave of international anger and
calls by the United Nations Security Council for a “credi-
ble and transparent” investigation. The coalition had
claimed to have targeted a bus carrying rebels. Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and other allies inter-
vened in Yemen in March 2015 after Shiite Houthi rebels
linked to Iran ousted President Abedrabbo Mansour
Hadi’s government from the capital Sanaa and seized
swathes of the country.

Nearly 10,000 people have been killed in the conflict
since then, 2,200 of them children, and sparked what the
UN has described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.
Amnesty International says Spain is one of biggest arms
exporters to Saudi Arabia. It and other rights groups,
including Greenpeace and Oxfam yesterday urged Spain
to stop all arm sales to Saudi Arabia during a meeting with
Spain’s secretary of state for trade, Xiana Mendez.

The government did not make any commitment to limit
other arms sales to Saudi Arabia during he meeting, Oxfam
spokeswoman Lara Contreras said. While the 400 bombs
which Spain will no longer send to Riyadh represent just

“one percent of total arms sales to Saudi Arabia, it sends a
clear message that it is important” to the Spanish govern-
ment, she added. Spain signed an agreement with Saudi
Arabia in April to sell the Gulf Arab state five warships in a
deal estimated to be worth around 1.8 billion euros.

38 rebels killed 
In another development, the Saudi-led coalition fighting

in Yemen killed 38 rebels in the past 24 hours in air strikes
on the strategic port of Hodeida, military and medical
sources said yesterday. The latest raids come just days
before peace talks in Geneva between the internationally
recognized government backed by the coalition and the
Shiite Houthi rebels linked to Iran. Pro-government mili-
tary sources told AFP the coalition targeted Houthi sites,
including a roundabout in the south that leads to the cen-
tre of Hodeida city and near a naval academy to the west.

Four military vehicles belonging to the rebels were also
targeted near Hodeida’s airport. Medical sources in
Hodeida said 38 Houthi rebel fighters were killed and 26
were wounded. Hodeida’s port serves as an entry point for
some 70 percent of imports in a country where eight mil-
lion people face imminent famine. The Red Sea port has
been controlled by the rebels since 2014, when they drove
the government out of Sanaa and much of the country. The
government and the coalition accuse the Houthis of receiv-
ing smuggled weapons through Hodeida and have
demanded their unconditional withdrawal from the city.

Pro-government forces backed by the alliance have
paused their assault on Hodeida port after launching an
offensive in June in what they say is a bid to give UN-led
peace efforts a chance. Tomorrow’s talks in Geneva are
expected to focus on the fate of embattled Hodeida, as
well as a prisoner exchange deal. Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and other allies intervened in the conflict
between Yemen’s government and rebels in March 2015,
aiming to push back the Houthis and return the govern-
ment to power. Nearly 10,000 people have been killed in
the conflict since then, 2,200 of them children. — Agencies 


