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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Kuwait Towers paint a beautiful picture with their bright colors. —Photo by Amani Al-Shahaab (KUNA)

KUWAIT: The United Nations marks the International
Day of Charity today in recognition of humanitarian
efforts to ease the suffering of those in need globally.
Kuwait is known as one of the top countries in the field
of charity and it was recognized by the UN in 2014 as a
‘Humanitarian Center.’ His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was also granted
the title of ‘Humanitarian Leader’ by the UN.

Kuwaiti charitable societies and citizens were always
keen on donating aid to those affected by natural disas-
ters, war, famine, and poverty around the world. In
2015, donations given to charitable societies by
Kuwaitis reached KD 18.2 million, compared to KD 14.8
million in 2014, and KD 5.6 million in 2013. Kuwait’s
humanitarian efforts also include executing projects to
boost living standards in poor countries, provide better
education and develop the use of work force. Since the
Syrian war began in 2011, the State of Kuwait had
played a pivotal role in aiding Syria’s refugees in
Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey, organizing in Kuwait as
well as co-hosting abroad various conferences, which
raised billion of US dollars to help ease the horrors of

the conflict. Kuwait also held other conferences aiding
those affecting by war in Yemen, Iraq, Sudan, and
Palestine.

Most recently, the GCC country hosted the Kuwait
International Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq
(KICRI) back in February of 2018, ending with a pledge
of $30 billion of which Kuwait generously donated a
sum of $2 billion. While Kuwait, in governmental and
non-governmental capacity, is a force reckoned with in
the charity world, the state — small in stature and big
in action — had produced numerous individuals always
keen on lending a helping hand to the world. The one
name that stands out above the rest was late philan-
thropist Dr Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait who, since pass-
ing away on August 13, 2015, had left a huge void in the
hearts of Kuwaitis. Sumait was awarded with the high-
est honors by His Highness the Amir and after his death
the annual Al-Sumait Prize for charity was founded to
ensure that his legacy will remain. In 2012, the UN
chose September fifth to celebrate charity work, which
is also the anniversary of Mother Teresa’s death. She
was an icon of humanitarian work worldwide.  —KUNA

Kuwait marks UN’s international day of charity

Home visits among services
rendered to disabled 
KUWAIT: Director of the Rehabilitation
Medical Center at the Public Authority of the
Disabled (PAD), Dr Yacob Al-Zayed said
yesterday that among the services undertak-
en by the Authority is home visits. Zayed said
in a statement to Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) that this service comes in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Social Affairs repre-
sented by the Department of Elderly Care
and is provided for some clinical cases that
cannot come to the apparatus due to health
conditions. He added that the Authority is striving to provide the best
services to all groups of people with disabilities and will not hesitate to
provide everything that would make them happy and ease burden of life
on them. Zayed explained that the mechanism for applying for this service
is through the Authority’s Lounge (Medical Records Section).  —KUNA

Dr Yacob Al-Zayed

28th meeting
for GCC food
safety kicks off
KUWAIT: The 28th session of the Standing Committee
for the Safety of Food in the Gulf kicked off yesterday
with the participation of representatives of food safety
committees in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries. Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition Issa Al-Kandari,
stressed in an opening speech the importance of the
meeting which would come up with decisions and recom-
mendations ahead of the fourth meetings of the
Preparatory Committee and the fourth for the Gulf Food
Safety Committee slated for December. Kandari stressed
that one of the most important recommendations is the
adoption of the Gulf Common Food Guide, expressing
hope that the recommendations will help facilitate food
trade movement among the GCC states. —KUNA

KUWAIT: GCC officials attend the 28th session of the Standing Committee for the Safety of Food in
the Gulf Cooperation Council countries. —KUNA


