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News in brief

Kuwait, Russia discuss Int’l issues
MOSCOW: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Russia Abdul-Aziz Al-
Adwani discussed Monday with Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov developments on the nuclear agree-
ment with Iran. The two sides looked a number of international
issues, including developments on the nuclear agreement with
Iran, the Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement. Ryabkov
is responsible for the Russian-US relations. — KUNA

Ambassador presents credentials
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Mexico Meteb Al-
Mutawteh presented a copy of his credentials to Manuel
Estuardo Roldan, Guatemala’s Deputy Foreign Minister, as
non-resident Ambassador in Guatemala City. Mutawteh
commended during the meeting Guatemala’s ‘historic sup-
port’ of Kuwait during the 1990-91 Iraqi invasion of the Gulf
country, a statement by Kuwait Embassy to Mexico said. He
also thanked Guatemala for supporting candidacy of Kuwait
as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council for
2018-19. Roldan, said the statement, said Guatemala was
looking forward to boosting relations and cooperation with
Kuwait in different domains. He hoped Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED) would contribute to
infrastructure projects in Guatemala. — KUNA

Citizens in Japan cautioned
TOKYO: Kuwait’s embassy in Japan has advised citizens
residing in the country to exercise maximum caution as a
powerful typhoon is expected to make landfall west of the
capital Tokyo. The storm is very likely to cause heavy rains,
landslides and floods, the Kuwaiti mission said, calling on
nationals to abide by security regulations to ensure their
safety. It went on to say that emergency help is a quick phone
call away at emergency hotline 03-3455-0361, or send an e-
mail to: consular@kuwait-embassy.or.jp. Japan issued evacu-
ation advisories for more than a million people and canceled
hundreds of flights as Typhoon Jebi hammered large swathes
of the Asian nation, killing at least six people. — KUNA

Environmental fuel project
KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC)
yesterday announced igniting the first permanent flame in
its environmental fuel project in Mina Abdullah refinery. In
a press statement released yesterday, KNPC’s CEO
Mohammad Al-Mutairi said that this is a huge step towards
fully launching the project. Vice CEO for Mina Abdullah
refinery Mutlaq Al-Azmi noted that the process was exe-
cuted following environment and health safety measures.
The project aims to improve the quality of Kuwaiti petrole-
um products, allow Kuwait to enter the international mar-
kets and reduce polluting emissions. — KUNA

$111.6 million factory
KUWAIT: Egypt Kuwait Holding Company announced that
one of its subsidiaries is set to launch a Medium-density
fiberboard (MDF) wood production factory with a cost of
$61.4 million for the first phase. In a statement published on
Boursa Kuwait website yesterday, the company expected a
$50.2 million cost for the second phase, while the project’s
total cost would be at $111.6 million. The 300,000 square
meter project is located in Beni Suef city in Egypt. The fac-
tory is expecting to launch performance operations in H1
2020, with a production capacity of 150,000 square
meters. Egypt Kuwait Holding Company was established in
1997 with a capital of $500 million and was enlisted in
Boursa Kuwait in 2001. — KUNA

Crown Prince receives UAE ambassador

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with UAE’s Ambassador to Kuwait Rahma Hussein Al-Zaabi. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah reads an invitation from Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan, to attend the Formula 1 Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy
Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday
UAE’s Ambassador to Kuwait Rahma
Hussein Al-Zaabi. During the recep-
tion, Zaabi handed His Highness the
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince an
invitation from Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan, to attend the Formula 1
Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix. The meeting was attended by
Amiri Diwan Advisor Lieutenant
General Khaled Abdullah Boodai and
Director of Protocols and
Ceremonials at His Highness’s Diwan
Sheikh Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Wataniya Airways
face ‘unexpected’
circumstances
forcing suspension:
Chairman
KUWAIT: Wataniya Airways said yesterday that ‘unex-
pected and unavoidable circumstances’ have disrupted
its operations for the current travel season, forcing tem-
porary suspension of operations. Wataniya Airways “is
committed to complying with all decisions and regula-
tions of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), and is keen on offering its services at highest
standards,” Ali Al-Fozan, Board Chairman of the private-
ly-owned carrier, told a news conference.

Wataniya Airways was planning to have six airplanes
as of August 12 “but the company unexpectedly faced a
major problem, three planes of its fleet went out of serv-
ice,” he explained. One of the planes, an Airbus 320, had
a failure in one of its engines, and the company could not
find a replacement in the market, said Fozan. He added
Wataniya Airways hired two planes from Olympus
Airways but DGCA refused to register the aircraft
because “of the reputation of the (Olympus) company
and there were some reservations over it.”

These factors, he added, slashed operations by 50
percent. Fozan further said Olympus Airways’ planes suf-
fered repeated malfunctions which also disrupted opera-

tions of Wataniya Airways, which was very frustrated at
the way Olympus dealt with the Kuwaiti carrier prompt-
ing termination of the contract. He said Wataniya
Airways could not operate with one plane “so we decid-
ed to suspend operations temporarily until return of the
second plane.”

“The Board is determined to take necessary meas-
ures to revive Wataniya in near future,” he said.
Wataniya and DGCA, said Fozan, were discussing
compensations for passengers whose flights were
delayed or cancelled. He underlined that the carrier’s
financial position was good. Fozan apologized for all
passengers and thanked the government of Kuwait for
instructing Kuwait Airways to bring back citizens

stranded abroad due to cancellation of their flights on
Wataniya Airways.

DGCA addressed, on August 25, an ultimatum to
Wataniya Airways to resolve problems such as recurring
flights’ delay and cancellation. The DGC warned in a
statement that in case the company failed to fulfill its
duties properly, its permit would be suspended, effective
September 6 for three months as an initial penalty, while
compelling it to fulfill its financial and legal liabilities
toward passengers. If Wataniya Airways fails again to
tackle these problems, it will be stripped of the license
permanently. Wataniya Airways resumed operations in
July 2017, launching routes to the Middle East, Europe,
Africa and Asia. — KUNA

‘KAFO’ holds second
forum in October
KUWAIT: Supervisory Committee of Kuwait Achievers for
Future Opportunities (KAFO) announced yesterday that it
will hold its second annual forum on October 9, 2018 at the
Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center (JACC). ‘KAFO’ is a
national e-platform that enables the search, connection
and collaboration among achievers in Kuwait for better
future opportunities, building networks for knowledge
sharing and communities around common interests.

Chairman of the Supervisory Committee of KAFO
Project Dr Youssef Al-Ibrahim stated that the project
was developed to meet youth aspirations as per the rec-
ommendations of the National Youth Project, which was
initiated by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah in 2013 as a nationwide cam-
paign to outreach youth and involve them in national
development plans.

Ibrahim, Advisor at the Amiri Diwan, said that this year’s
forum would focus on different topics; Science and
Technology, Environment, Media, Culture and Art,
Nutrition, Business, Education, Humanitarian and Sports.
Those topics would be found on KAFO’s website for peo-
ple who share the same expertise for discussion, and
exchange knowledge and experiences of the same areas of
interests. At the forum, there will be different activities and
various seminars given by people who are registered on
the website to participate and share their experiences, in
addition to business owners to display their products on
the website where it encourages young Kuwaiti efficien-
cies. The main objective of KAFO is to have access to
Kuwaiti achievers and talents through a platform that can
display their efforts and empower them to attain more and
collaborate with others. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Board Chairman of Wataniya Airways Ali Al-Fozan (right) attends the news conference. — KUNA

Gulf row not
insurmountable
MUSCAT: Despite the ongo-
ing political disparities
among countries from the
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), an end to the crisis
remains in sight, Oman’s
Foreign Minister Youssef Bin
Alawi said yesterday.

“We are confident that
the GCC will remain a cohe-
sive unit,” the state-run
Oman News Agency cited
the foreign minister as saying
after joint Omani-Bahraini
talks, where he underlined
that the bloc has managed to
overcome past discord. One
cannot overlook the heap of
achievements the GCC has
piled up since its inception,
the Omani foreign minister
went on to say, citing that the
main objective in these talks is
to attempt to bring GCC
member nations closer
together. “In Oman, we always
strive to cooperate with our
brothers in Bahrain in order to
bring our common goals to
fruition,” he said. — KUNA


