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Kuwaiti minister welcomes committee
seeking post-ban sports resurgence 

Amir congratulates Kuwaiti shooters for international medals

JAKARTA: The International Boxing Association says it
is embarking on a “cultural change” to prevent the sport
being thrown out of the Olympics, as one Asian boxing
chief warned “the clock is ticking”. The Asian Games
were again marred by ugly protests at judging decisions,
with two North Korean coaches removed by police and
booted from the Asiad after their fighter lost a split deci-
sion. “We are going to change the culture in AIBA,” the
governing body’s executive director Tom Virgets told
AFP on the sidelines of the Asian Games boxing tourna-
ment in Jakarta. Four years ago in Incheon, South Korea,
there were scuffles with police in the arena and foul-
mouthed tirades from coaches and relatives after a
series of controversial decisions. One boxer even tear-
fully refused to accept her bronze medal and was
banned from the sport for a year. “We have an issue of
competence in our officiating and that’s on us,” admitted
Virgets. “Our president Gafur Rakhimov is very, very
committed to putting in whatever resources necessary
to improve the education process of our officials. We’ve
got to get better.”

The noble art was one of six original sports in the
ancient Olympics, but it faces the real prospect of being
knocked out by the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) and losing its place at Tokyo 2020. The IOC has
been losing patience with boxing since a judging scan-
dal at the 2016 Rio Games when all 36 officials and ref-
erees were suspended while allegations of bout-fixing
were investigated.

An internal power struggle saw Taiwanese AIBA
president CK Wu ousted and earlier this year Uzbek
businessman Rakhimov-who has always vigorously
denied US government allegations of links to organised
crime-was installed as interim president. IOC president
Thomas Bach said in February that he was “extremely
worried about the governance of AIBA”. And though
amateur boxing’s under-fire chiefs handed over a crucial
report on internal reforms to the IOC in April, the threat
remains. “This report shows some progress and good-
will but still lacks execution and substance in some
areas,” Bach said in May. “Therefore we retain our right
to exclude boxing from Tokyo 2020.” Philippines boxing
chief Ed Picson said he is worried the IOC could carry
out their threat.

“I hope it doesn’t happen,” he told AFP. “The clock is
ticking.” “The IOC seems to think that unless certain
drastic measures are applied... it would be justified to
pull boxing out of the Olympics,” said Picson, who is
secretary general of the Association of Boxing Alliances
in the Philippines. Rakhimov declined to speak to AFP
when approached during the Asian Games, but AIBA
issued a written response when asked about the prob-
lems boxing is facing. “AIBA has delivered two compre-
hensive update reports to the IOC Executive Board over
the past months,” the statement said. “These reports
have outlined the documented improvements in the
organisation’s finance, governance, management, refer-
eeing/judging systems, just to mention a few. 

“Some of these changes will need the approval of the
AIBA Congress early November, and the IOC Executive
Board has therefore asked for third and final report fol-
lowing the AIBA Congress to confirm these changes.”
Picson questioned some judging decisions against
Filipino boxers in Jakarta, complaining Rogen Ladon
had been “short-changed” after he was stopped in the
flyweight final with a cut and lost on the scorecards up
to that point. The judges awarded his Uzbek opponent
the first round, in which Ladon appeared to be on top.
“You tell me, who won that round? Ladon won that
round, no doubt,” Picson said, adding that he hoped
AIBA’s interim president, who is a former boxer and
coach, could implement changes in time to keep the
sport in the Olympics.—AFP
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Information Minister Mohammad Al-
Jabri has welcomed the International Olympic
Committee’s announcement of a six-party committee
tasked with designing a roadmap after a sports ban on
Kuwait was provisionally lifted. The committee, which
holds its first meeting next week, aims to make sure that
Kuwait’s Olympic ban is totally removed, Jabri, who also
serves as Minister of State for Youth Affairs, told
reporters yesterday. The minister hoped that future inter-
national events would mark the triumphant return of
Kuwaiti athletes, encouraging them to go above and
beyond to attain glory for the nation. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday cables of con-
gratulations to Kuwait shooting team members who have
won medals in the 52nd world championship, held in
Changwon, South Korea. The
cables were sent to members of
the Kuwaiti trap shooting team,
Abdulrahman Al-Faihan, Khaled
Al-Mudaf, and Talal Al-Rashidi
who have won gold medals in the
trap team’s competition, in addi-
tion to securing a bronze medal
by Al-Faihan in the individual
competition. In the cables, His
Highness the Amir wished the
athletes more future success to
accomplish more achievements
for Kuwait in regional and international championships.
His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad

Al-Sabah sent similar cables to
the Kuwaiti champions.

In the meantime, First
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah sent cables of congrat-
ulations to horse rider Ali Al-
Kharafi and athletes Essa Al-
Zankawi and Hussain Al-Mesri
for winning medals in the 18th
session Asian Games, held
lately in Jakarta, Indonesia.
The Defense Minister sent a cable of congratulations to
Al-Kharafi for grabbing a gold medal in equestrian jump-
ing contests, Directorate of Moral Guidance and Public

Relations in the Kuwaiti
Army said in a statement
yesterday. The Minister also
sent a cable of congratula-
tions to athlete Essa Al-
Zankawi for winning a
bronze medal in discus
throw, as well  as athlete
Hussain Al-Mesri for bag-
ging a bronze medal in
Kurash wrestl ing. The
Defense Minister praised
efforts exerted by the

Kuwaiti athletes in the Asian games, wishing them further
success and progress to better serve their country under
the wise leadership of His Highness the Amir and His
Highness the Crown Prince. — KUNA

JAKARTA: File photo shows gold medalist Kuwait’s Ali Al-Kharafi waves to the crowd at the end of the indi-
vidual final round jumping event at the equestrian competition at the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta on
August 30, 2018. — AFP
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LONDON: Alastair Cook announced yesterday he
would retire from international cricket after the fifth
Test against India, with England’s leading Test run-
scorer saying he had “nothing left in the tank”. 

The 33-year-old Essex left-hander has amassed
12,254 runs at 44.88 including 32 hundreds, while his
run of 158 consecutive Test appearances is a world
record. But the former England captain, who has played
in 160 Tests in total, has struggled for runs recently and
averages a meagre 18.62 from nine Tests this year.

“After much thought and deliberation over the last
few months I have decided to announce my retirement
from international cricket at the end of this Test series
against India,” said Cook in an England and Wales
Cricket Board statement.

“Although it is a sad day, I can do so with a big smile
on my face knowing I have given everything and there
is nothing left in the tank,” the four-time Ashes-winner
added. “I have achieved more than I could have ever
imagined and feel very privileged to have played for
such a long time alongside some of the greats of the
English game. “

Cook said it would be tough to walk away but that
the timing was right. “I have loved cricket my whole life,
from playing in the garden as a child, and will never

underestimate how special it is to pull on an England
shirt,” he said. 

“So I know it is the right time to give the next gener-
ation of young cricketers their turn to entertain us and
feel the immense pride that comes with representing
your country.” England took an unassailable 3-1 lead in
their five-match series against India with a 60-run win
in the fourth Test at Southampton on Sunday.

But Cook, who scored a century on Test debut
against India at Nagpur in 2006, has managed just 109
runs from his seven innings in the series at 15.57.

He is sixth in the all-time list of leading Test run-
scorers, having surpassed mentor Graham Gooch’s pre-
vious England record of 8,900 runs three years ago.
Gooch was also a predecessor of Cook’s as an Essex
and England opener, as well as Test skipper.

“There are too many people to thank individually,
but a special mention must go to Graham Gooch,” said
Cook, who is to continue playing for Essex. “As a sev-
en-year-old I queued for his autograph outside Essex
County Cricket Club and years later was so fortunate to
have him mentoring me,” he said. 

“Graham was my sounding board, especially in the
early years of my career, spending hour after hour
throwing balls at me with his dog stick. He made me
realise you always need to keep improving whatever
you are trying to achieve.”

Gooch, now the president of England’s Professional
Cricketers’ Association, paid tribute to Cook by saying:
“Alastair has been the rock of England’s batting for the
last 12 years since he made his debut...He is a genuine
legend of English cricket.”

Meanwhile former England captain Nasser Hussain
described Cook-about to become a father for the third

time-as a “truly remarkable cricketer”. Speaking to Sky
Sports he said: “To carry on this long... You’d think
somewhere along the line you’d lose form or fitness.
Huge credit to the lad. He’s been England’s best player.”

Alec Stewart, another former England skipper, paid
tribute to Cook’s robustness, telling BBC Radio: “That
record of over 12,000 runs, if someone breaks it they’re
very, very good players, but it will take a long, long time
to get there.”

ECB chairman Colin Graves hailed Cook’s “selfless
dedication”, saying he deserved to be remembered as
“one of England’s greatest ever cricketers”. England
have yet to announce their squad for the fifth Test at
The Oval, which starts on Friday, but it would be a
major surprise if Cook were omitted.  —AFP
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SOUTHAMPTON: Moeen Ali spun England to a 60-run
victory over India in the fourth test as the hosts sealed a
series victory over the world’s top-ranked nation with a
match to spare on Sunday. Set 245 for a series-levelling
victory, India were bowled out for 184 with the recalled
Moeen taking four for 71 to go with the five wickets he
took in India’s first innings.

None was more crucial than that of India skipper Virat
Kohli who shared a gritty 101-run fourth-wicket partner-
ship with Ajinkya Rahane after India had slumped to 22-3.
Kohli, who survived an early review against Moeen, looked
set having reached a patient 58 but he fell to the off-spin-
ner just before tea.

India’s last six wickets went down for 51 runs and
although Ravi Ashwin blazed away for 25 to hold England
up he was eventually trapped lbw by all-rounder Sam
Curran. England lead the series 3-1 with one match to play.

Skipper Joe Root praised his side’s strength of charac-
ter after they had slumped to 86-6 on day one and picked
out Moeen’s return as key. “I think today it was the best
I’ve ever seen him bowl in an England shirt,” Root said of
all-rounder Moeen who was left out of the opening three
matches of the series.

“Credit to the group. We were really up against it on
that first morning. Couldn’t be more proud of the group.”
India began the day by ending England’s second innings
for the addition of only 11 runs to leave an absorbing test
balanced on a knife edge.

While 245 looked reachable, a worn pitch together with
India having only three times successfully chased 200 plus
for victory outside Asia meant the odds favoured England.

England seamers James Anderson and Stuart Broad
took full advantage of the helpful conditions to rip out
India’s top order-leaving the visitors’ hopes in tatters. In
the third over KL Rahul had his off stump removed by a
full-length Broad delivery that shot through at ankle
height. Anderson sent Cheteshwar Pujara, whose century
helped India establish a small first-innings lead, back to

the pavilion lbw after rapping him on the back thigh with
an inswinger.

Opener Shikhar Dhawan struck three boundaries in his
17 but fell in next over, thick-edging to Ben Stokes at gully
after being squared up by a beauty to leave India reeling
on 22-3. Kohli and Rahane both got the benefit of reviews,
however, as the visitors limped to lunch on 46-3.

England were incensed not to have Kohli out lbw off
Moeen after replays failed to show conclusively that the
master batsman had got an edge. After lunch Kohli began
to work singles and twos with Rahane also showing good
technique against spin duo Moeen and Adil Rashid and
India’s fans in the ground began to dream of victory. There
was no panic from England, though, and with tea
approaching Moeen got the prized wicket of Kohli.

Having just seen Kohli survive a half chance from his
previous delivery, Moeen got another ball to climb out of
the rough and catch the glove before looping up into the
grateful grasp of Alastair Cook at short leg.

Kohli looked deflated as he trudged off and shortly
after tea India were in deep trouble as Hardik Pandya
edged a rising Ben Stokes delivery to second slip where
Root took a great catch. Rishabh Pant mounted a brief
attack with a feisty 18, launching Moeen for a six, but his
aggression cost him as he holed out to Cook in the deep.
When Moeen pinned Rahane lbw for 51 India’s last hope
had gone. Stokes got his second wicket by removing
Ishant Sharma for a duck and Moeen had Mohammed
Shami caught slogging.—Reuters

NEW DELHI: Decrying a “meek surrender” and
“heartbreak” defeat, Indian newspapers said yester-
day that Virat Kohli’s world number one Test side
had only themselves to blame for their series defeat
in England.

“The cherished dream of staging one of the
greatest comebacks in modern cricket history could
so easily have been fulfilled but some spineless bat-
ting saw Kohli’s men crashing to another series loss
away from home,” the mass-circulation Times of
India wrote.

Mail Today bemoaned India’s “meek surrender”
and the Times of India said it was a heartbreak that
will not be easy to deal with. Kohli’s side needed 245
to win the fourth Test in Southampton but they were
bundled out for 184 after tea Sunday, giving the
hosts a 3-1 lead with one match left to play.

Earlier this year India lost 2-1 in South Africa.
India faltered with the bat in both the innings against
England, triggering questions about their tempera-
ment and technique.   The Indian Express headlined
its story: “Almost, but not good enough” and said the
loss should both hurt and teach. “They have a band
of men that comes close but falters, can’t cross over,”
the English-language daily said. The papers con-
curred with Kohli that challenging rivals is not
enough and that India must find ways to win close
matches.

The Hindustan Times said the bowlers had given
momentum to India’s push for overseas success but
the “batsmen haven’t stood up, leaving far too much
to the class and consistency of skipper Virat Kohli”.

Kohli has been the leading batsman in the five-
Test series with his tally of 544 runs at an average of
68, including two hundreds. —AFP
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