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UAE postpones Da Vinci unveiling at Louvre Abu Dhabi

Picture shows a mural painting in Ferrol, on September 2, 2018, during the annual street art festival ‘Meninas de Canido’ set up in 2008 to breathe new life in a dying neighborhood. Angry at the announced death of his neighborhood, Canido, in Ferrol, Eduardo
Hermida painted his version of Velazquez’s ‘Meninas’ on a wall. An act of protest that gave birth to a festival and gave new colors to this city of Galicia. — AFP 

The UAE said yesterday it had post-
poned the unveiling of the Louvre Abu
Dhabi’s most prized acquisition-a

painting attributed to Leonardo da Vinci,
bought for a record $450 million. The paint-
ing, which was bought last year, had been due
to be unveiled on September 18. But Abu
Dhabi’s culture and tourism department yes-

terday announced “the postponement of the
unveiling of Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator
Mundi” in a tweet. “More details will be
announced soon,”  it said.

The “Salvator Mundi”, a portrait of Jesus
Christ painted in 1500, was the only one of
the fewer than 20 paintings believed to be
the work of the famed Renaissance Old

Master still in private hands when it went
under the hammer, and sold, at Christie’s in
November. The painting was declared
authentic six years ago, after long being dis-
missed as a copy by one of Da Vinci’s stu-
dents. The Louvre Abu Dhabi has kept tight-
lipped over the identity of the painting’s buy-
er, saying only that the emirate’s Department

of Culture and Tourism had “acquired” it.
Last December, the New York Times identi-
fied the buyer as an obscure member of the
Saudi royal family, Prince Badr bin Abdullah.
The Wall Street Journal later reported Bin
Abdullah was acting on behalf of Saudi
Arabia’s powerful crown prince, Mohammed
bin Salman. He has never confirmed or denied

the report.  Prince Badr was appointed to
head the kingdom’s culture ministry in a gov-
ernment shakeup in June. Saudi Arabia and
the neighboring United Arab Emirates are
very close allies who are both engaged mili-
tarily in the war against rebels in Yemen, and
diplomatically and economically against Gulf
rival Qatar. — AFP

Brazil yesterday mourned a fire that
destroyed its National Museum, a cherished
historical repository that lacked a sprinkler

system and was reeling from years of financial
neglect, making its destruction a “tragedy fore-
told.” The one-time Imperial Palace’s pastel-yel-
low facade remained standing yesterday morning
but a peek inside its giant windows revealed a
roofless interior of blackened hallways and
charred, smoldering beams. Every so often, fire-
men emerged with a pot or a painting they had
managed to rescue. Authorities said the cause of
Sunday evening’s blaze was not yet known.

Researchers, students and others who worked
in the museum, where 20 million archives were
likely destroyed, huddled in small groups outside
the ruined building, consoling one another and
wiping away tears. The fire has stirred emotions
in Brazil, whose angry electorate is reeling from a
frail economy, widespread graft and rising vio-
lence ahead of an unpredictable presidential
election in October. Luiz Duarte, vice director of

the museum, told Globo TV the institution had
been neglected by successive federal govern-
ments, and that a 21.6 million real ($5.23 million)
financing plan announced in June included, ironi-
cally, a plan to install modern fire protection
equipment. Roberto Robadey, commander of the
Rio fire department, told reporters yesterday the
two hydrants outside the building were dry. That
forced firefighters to use water from a nearby
lake and rely on water trucks. But the building
burned far too fast for any of that to help.

“In an ideal world, we would have many things
that we don’t have here: sprinklers inside the
building,” he said, adding that the fire department
would investigate its response and take action if
needed. “Yesterday was one of the saddest days
of my career.” Renato Rodriguez Cabral, a
teacher in the geology and paleontology depart-
ment, said the museum’s decline did not happen
overnight. “This was a tragedy foretold,” Cabral
said as he hugged students and coworkers.
“Successive governments would not provide

funds, they would not invest in infrastructure.”
Cabral said the building received new wiring

about 15 years ago, but that clearly there was not
a sufficient plan to protect the museum from fire,
adding: “The firefighters basically could only
watch the blaze.” “For Brazilian history and sci-
ence, this is a complete tragedy,” he added.
“There is no way to recover what was lost.” The
National Museum’s collection ranged from
archeological finds to historical memorabilia. The
museum, which is tied to the Rio de Janeiro fed-
eral university and the education ministry, was
founded in 1818. It housed several landmark col-
lections, including Egyptian artifacts and the old-
est human fossil found in Brazil.

The destruction of the building, where emper-
ors once lived, was an “incalculable loss for
Brazil,” President Michel Temer said in a state-
ment. “Two hundred years of work, research and
knowledge were lost.” His office did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for comment on wide-
spread allegations of neglect. — Reuters

Brazil mourns blaze at National Museum,
seeks answers to ‘tragedy foretold’

A massive fire engulfs the National Museum in Rio de Janeiro, 
one of Brazil’s oldest. — AFP photos

Firefighters work as a massive fire engulfs the 
National Museum in Rio de Janeiro.

People watch as a massive fire 
engulfs the National Museum in Rio de Janeiro.

Women react a day after a massive fire ripped 
through Rio de Janeiro’s treasured National Museum.


