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KUALA TERENGGANU: Two Malaysian women were
caned yesterday for having lesbian sex in violation of
strict Islamic laws, sparking outrage from activists at
the “inhuman and degrading” punishment. The women,
dressed in white dresses and Muslim headscarves,
were each given six strokes as they sat on stools in a
sharia court, with one of them breaking down in tears. 

Campaigners said it was the first time women in
Malaysia have been caned for violating a sharia regu-
lation which forbids same-sex relations. They said the
case highlights the worsening climate for gay people
in the Muslim-majority country. The country operates
a dual-track legal system. Islamic courts can handle
religious and family matters for Muslim citizens, as
well as cases such as adultery.

The women, aged 22 and 32, were arrested in April
by Islamic enforcement officers after they were found
in a car in a public square in the northern state of
Terengganu, one of the country’s most conservative
areas. The pair, whose identities have not been
revealed, pleaded guilty last month to breaking Islamic
laws and were sentenced to be whipped and fined
3,300 ringgit ($800).

They were caned at the Sharia High Court in the
state capital Kuala Terengganu. A judge read out their
sentence just before 10:00 am (0300 GMT) and then
officials meted out the punishment using thin canes in
front of a packed courtroom, according to a journalist
in the court. The younger woman sobbed but the elder
one showed no reaction.

‘Grave rights violation’ 
The punishment sparked a barrage of criticism,

with Malaysian rights group Women’s Aid
Organisation saying it was “outraged and appalled by
this grave violation of human rights. “Sexual acts
between two consenting adults should not be crimi-
nalised, let alone punished with whipping.” Amnesty
International said it was a “dreadful reminder of the
depth of discrimination LGBT people face in the
country and a sign that the new government condones
the use of inhuman and degrading punishments, much
like its predecessor”.

Court official Wan Abdul Malik Wan Sidek defend-
ed the punishment, saying it was not as tough as can-
ing carried out for numerous crimes under Malaysia’s
civil law.  Caning under Islamic law is carried out with
a relatively thin cane on subjects who are fully clothed,
and is more about humiliation than causing pain. A
reformist alliance took power in Malaysia at historic
May elections, fuelling hopes that lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al and transgender (LGBT) people might face less dis-
crimination in a country where authorities have rou-
tinely targeted them in the past.

But instead, campaigners say the environment for
homosexuals appears to have deteriorated markedly in
the mult-ethnic country. About 60 percent of the 32
million inhabitants are Muslim.  The Islamic affairs
minister has spoken out against homosexuals and
ordered pictures of LGBT activists to be removed
from a public exhibition, while a transgender woman
was brutally attacked in the southern state of Negeri
Sembilan.

Thilaga Sulathireh, from transgender rights group
Justice for Sisters, said the caning would only
“increase the impunity of perpetrators to carry out
acts of violence” aimed at gay people. Lesbian sex is
illegal for Muslims in Malaysia under Islamic laws, but
not for the country’s substantial minorities of ethnic
Chinese and Indians. Sodomy is a crime for all ethnic
groups under a law dating back to British colonial rule,
although the statute is rarely enforced. —AFP 
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YANGON: A Myanmar judge yesterday found two
Reuters journalists guilty of breaching a law on state
secrets and jailed them for seven years, in a landmark
case seen as a test of progress towards democracy in
the Southeast Asian country. Yangon northern district
judge Ye Lwin said Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 28,
breached the colonial-era Official Secrets Act when
they collected and obtained confidential documents.

“The defendants ... have breached Official Secrets
Act section 3.1.c, and are sentenced to seven years,” the
judge said, adding that the
time served since they were
detained on Dec 12 would be
taken into account. The
defense can appeal the deci-
sion to a regional court and
then the Supreme Court. The
verdict comes amid mount-
ing pressure on the govern-
ment of Nobel laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi over a security
crackdown sparked by
attacks by Rohingya Muslim
insurgents on security forces in Rakhine State in west
Myanmar in August 2017.

More than 700,000 stateless Rohingya Muslims
have fled into Bangladesh since then, according to UN
agencies. The two reporters, who were investigating the
killing by the security forces of Rohingya villagers at
the time of their arrest, had pleaded not guilty. Press
freedom advocates, the United Nations, the European
Union and countries including the United States,
Canada and Australia had called for the journalists’
acquittal.

“Today is a sad day for Myanmar, Reuters journalists
Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, and the press every-

where,” Reuters editor in chief Stephen J Adler said in a
statement. “We will not wait while Wa Lone and Kyaw
Soe Oo suffer this injustice and will evaluate how to
proceed in the coming days, including whether to seek
relief in an international forum.” The reporters had told
the court two police officials handed them papers at a
restaurant in the city of Yangon moments before other
officers arrested them.

One police witness testified the restaurant meeting
was a set-up to entrap the journalists to block or pun-

ish them for their reporting
of a mass killing of
Rohingya Muslims in
Rakhine. More than 80
people, including senior
diplomats, were packed into
the court yesterday. Judge
Ye Lwin read a summary of
witness testimony for about
an hour before delivering
his verdict, which had been
postponed by a week
because he was sick. The

court determined that “confidential documents” found
on the two would have been useful “to enemies of the
state and terrorist organisations”. Documents in their
possession and on their phones were “not public infor-
mation”, he said.

‘No fear’
Kyaw Soe Oo’s wife, Chit Su Win, burst into tears

after the verdict, and family members had to support
her as she left the court. Wa Lone, in handcuffs and
flanked by police, told a cluster of friends and reporters
after the verdict not to worry. “We know we did noth-
ing wrong. I have no fear. I believe in justice, democra-

cy and freedom,” he said.
Kyaw Soe Oo also said the reporters had committed

no crime and that they would maintain their fight for
press freedom. “What I want to say to the government
is: you can put us in jail, but do not close the eyes and
ears of the people,” he said. Some of the reporters’
supporters shouted “let them speak” and jostled with
police as they were driven back to prison. Wa Lone and
Kyaw Soe Oo both have young daughters and have not

seen their families outside of prison visits and court
hearings for nearly nine months. Kyaw Soe Oo has a
three-year-old daughter and Wa Lone’s wife, Pan Ei
Mon, gave birth to their first child last month.
Government spokesman Zaw Htay didn’t respond to
requests for comment about the verdict. He has mostly
declined to comment throughout the proceedings, say-
ing the courts were independent and the case would be
conducted according to the law.—Reuters 
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YANGON: Reuters journalist Wa Lone (C) arrives in court in Yangon on September 3, 2018 to face verdict after months
of trial since he was detained on December 12, 2017. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s new foreign minister said he
will “have exchanges” with US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo over Washington’s cancellation of a $300 mil-
lion disbursement for the Pakistani military when he
visits Islamabad tomorrow. Adopting a tougher line
with an ally that US President Donald Trump considers
unreliable, the United States halted the disbursement of
Coalition Support Funds due to Islamabad’s perceived
failure to take decisive action against Afghan Taleban
militants operating from Pakistani soil.

The United States has now withheld $800 million
from the CSF so far this year. The latest move comes
just as the less-than-one-month-old government of
Prime Minister Imran Khan faces a looming balance of
payments crisis that could force it to seek a fresh
bailout from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), or
other lenders.

“On the 5th, the American (secretary of state)
Pompeo will be arriving, and we will have a chance to
sit down with him. There will be exchanges,” Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi told reporters late on
Sunday night. “We will take our mutual respect for each
other into consideration and move forward,” he added.
Qureshi argued that the US was not justified in cutting

the $300 million because it was intended to reimburse
Pakistan’s military for money spent fighting the Taliban
and other militants threatening US troops in
Afghanistan.

‘We did it for our betterment’
“It is not aid. It is not assistance, which was sus-

pended. This is the money, which we have spent. This is
our money. We have spent it,” Qureshi said. “We did it
for our betterment, which they had to reimburse.”
Officially allies in fighting terrorism, Pakistan and the
United States have a complicated relationship, bound
by Washington’s dependence on Pakistan to guarantee
a supply route for US troops in Afghanistan.

US officials have repeatedly accused Pakistan of
playing a double game, by covertly providing safe
havens for Afghan Taliban insurgents and fighters from
the Haqqani group, who are waging a 17-year-old war
against Afghanistan’s US-backed government. Pakistan
consistently denies providing safe havens for the mili-
tants. In an editorial yesterday, Pakistan’s English-lan-
guage Dawn newspaper railed against the Trump
administration’s decision to halt the disbursement of
funds. “The US has delivered an object lesson in how
not to conduct diplomacy,” Pakistan’s English-lan-
guage Dawn newspaper said in an editorial yesterday.
It went on to speculate whether Pompeo would “try
and bully the Pakistani leadership during his visit or if
he will be deployed in a more traditional ‘good cop’
diplomatic role.”

Pompeo will be accompanied by top US military
officer, General Joseph Dunford, for talks with the
Pakistani leadership. Relations between the new
Pakistani government and Washington got off to a

rocky start last month when Qureshi publicly disputed
that Pompeo had brought up the thorny issue of terror-
ist havens in a phone call with Prime Minister Khan.

The Pakistani side later downplayed the issue after
Washington shared a transcript of the call, Pakistani
media reported. The Trump administration a year ago
resolved to take tougher line with Pakistan than previ-
ous US administrations. In his first tweet of 2018, Trump
slammed Pakistan, saying the country has rewarded
past US aid with “nothing but lies & deceit.”
Washington announced plans in January to suspend up
to roughly $2 billion in US security assistance to
Pakistan. — Reuters 
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WASHINGTON DC: In this file photo taken on August
23, 2018, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
announces Steve Biegun (L) as special representa-
tive to North Korea at the State Department. —AFP 

NEW: The southern Indian state of Kerala is battling an
outbreak of a bacterial disease that authorities suspect has
killed dozens of people since mid-August after the worst
flooding in a century. A health ministry spokesman said as
of Sunday there had been nearly 200 confirmed cases of
what is locally called rat fever - the waterborne disease
leptospirosis transmitted via the urine of infected animals,
with symptoms including muscle pain and fever.

The surge in cases comes after torrential rain beginning
on Aug. 8 flooded almost the entire state, killing hundreds
of people, destroying thousands of homes and causing at
least 200 billion rupees ($2.81 billion) worth of damage.
The health ministry began distributing preventive medicine
last month and warned about the outbreak of leptospirosis
and other waterborne diseases such as typhoid and
cholera, Health Minister KK Shailaja told reporters.

Local media reported three leptospirosis deaths yester-
day. “The victims had unfortunately not taken preventive
medicine,” the minister said. Overall, nine deaths from the
disease have been confirmed, but the number may rise to
over 40 pending full medical reports, the ministry
spokesman said.

Fast infection
Leptospirosis rarely spreads from person to person and

can be treated with common antibiotics. “In the past week,
we have seen about 30 deaths in Kozhikode and
Wayanad,” said Mohammed Javeed, internal medicine spe-
cialist at a private hospital in Kerala, referring to two of the
worst flood-affected districts on the state’s southwest
coast. Javeed said the state has leptospirosis cases every
monsoon season as paddy fields fill with water, increasing
the chance of infection for farmers, especially through
wounds such as cuts. Of particular concern, however, is
that some of the victims this year did not have usual symp-
toms such as mild jaundice, blood in urine or bleeding
spots on the skin, he said. “This time it is a fast, progres-
sive infection,” Javeed told Reuters. “The recent deaths
indicate clearly the threat of an epidemic.” Medical pro-
fessionals are continuing to dispense preventive medicine
in the form of tablets which need to be taken once a week
for a month, Javeed said. — Reuters 
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TOKYO: A typhoon that forecasters warned
could be the strongest to hit Japan in 25 years
barrelled directly towards the western part of
the country yesterday, sparking warnings of vio-
lent winds and prompting rail operators to scrap
services. Typhoon Jebi is expected to make land-
fall around midday today near areas still recov-
ering from deadly record rains last month.

If it maintains its current strength of 216 kilo-
meters per hour, Jebi would be the first “very
strong” typhoon to make landfall on Japan since
1993, according to the country’s weather bureau.
The agency’s chief forecaster Ryuta Kurora
issued a televised warning for possible land-
slides, flooding and violent winds, as well as high
tides, lightning and tornadoes. “It is possible that
(Jebi) will make landfall while maintaining its
extreme strength,” said Kurora. 

Currently churning over Pacific waters east of
Okinawa island on the country’s southwestern
tip, Jebi was expected to sweep above a region
surrounding the commercial hubs of Osaka and
Kyoto before heading out to the Sea of Japan.
Regional businesses reacted quickly, with a
major railway firm and Universal Studios Japan in
Osaka already scrapping services for Tuesday.

Jebi has a similar trajectory to Typhoon
Cimaron, which made landfall on August 23. This
storm disrupted transport links, but injuries and
damages were limited. Japan is now in typhoon
season, and is regularly struck by major storm
systems during the summer and autumn. Jebi is
the latest weather front to batter Japan, which
has also been sweating through a record and
deadly heatwave. — AFP 
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KERALA: This photo taken on August 20, 2018 shows Indian fishermen arranging their nets at Mappila beach in
Kannur, in the Indian state of Kerala. — AFP 


