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Merkel urges Germans to stand up 
to hate amid anti-migrant tension

Eastern city of Chemnitz rocked by xenophobic protests 
CHEMNITZ: Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday urged
Germans to stand up against the far right’s message of hate
and division, after the eastern city of Chemnitz was rocked by
xenophobic protests. Scenes of far-right protesters chasing
down foreign-looking people in violent demonstrations last
week against the fatal stabbing of a man, allegedly by an
Iraqi, shocked Germany. 

Amid the highly charged atmosphere in Chemnitz, a failed
asylum applicant was sentenced
to eight and a half years in jail
for another fatal stabbing-in
another case also seized on by
the far right’s anti-immigrant
campaign. Merkel’s spokesman
Steffen Seibert said it was
understandable that such crimes
would provoke sadness and con-
cern among the population.

But the marches by “vio-
lence-prone right-wing extrem-
ists and neo-Nazis have nothing
in the least to do with sadness
for a person or with concern for a city’s cohesion”, he said.
“These people who march and are prone to violence-some
have also shamelessly shown their closeness to Nazism-they
stand neither for Chemnitz nor for Saxony overall, neither are
they ‘the people’,” said Seibert, referring to a popular “We
are the people” chant used by far-right protesters.

“We must make that clear to them,” be it through political
or legal means, he said. “Every citizen can also raise his or her
voice to clearly show them their attitude against hate, against
the attempt to divide this country.” But the criticism of the
right-wing extremist protesters was immediately rejected by
far-right party AfD. “An entire state and its people are vilified
here in general because there is a distinct and understandable
resentment about the circumstances,” Joerg Meuthen, AfD
co-chief said at a street festival in Bavaria. 

‘Get off our sofas’ 
After a weekend of rival protests in Chemnitz that saw far-

right demonstrators vastly outnumber counter-protesters by
8,000 to 3,000, calls have grown for the silent majority to
mobilize. On Sunday, Foreign Minister Heiko Maas urged
Germans to “get off our sofas and open our mouths” against
xenophobia. Later yesterday, several left-leaning and anti-
fascist punk bands, are due to perform in a free concert under
the motto “there are more of us”, with several thousands
expected to join in the protest against racist violence.

A “window demo” call has
also gone out on social media
for those who cannot make it
to Chemnitz to hang a colorful
poster on the window or bal-
cony to show their support for
the anti-racist cause. The
unrest has once again put the
spotlight on Merkel’s liberal
refugee policy that led to the
arrival of more than one million
asylum seekers since 2015. 

Resentment against the
newcomers runs particularly

deep in Saxony state, where Chemnitz is located, and the AfD
has won strong support in the region with its anti-migrant
campaign. Surveys suggest it is poised to become Saxony’s
second biggest party in next year’s regional elections.  In
western Germany, the AfD has also been organising protests
in the city of Kandel, where a teenage girl was stabbed to
death by a failed asylum applicant claiming to be from
Afghanistan.

‘Intolerable’ 
Yesterday, the juvenile court in the western town of

Landau sentenced the accused, identified only as Abdul D, to
a jail term over the killing. Abdul D had admitted to the court
to stabbing the girl at a drugstore in the town of Kandel on
December 27. Prosecutors believe he acted out of jealousy
after the girl broke up with him.

Besides his nationality, doubts have been raised about his

age, which he said was 15 at the time of the crime. An expert
had estimated his age as between 17 and a half and 20 but,
given the uncertainty, the proceedings were held behind
closed doors and under juvenile penal rules.

Abdul D arrived in Germany in April 2016 and his request
for asylum was rejected in February 2017 although he was not
immediately deported. At the peak of the AfD-led protests

over the killing, thousands marched in Kandel, but the rallies
have since lost momentum. On Saturday, a demonstration in
the town attracted 350 people, local police said. Rhineland-
Palatinate state premier Malu Dreyer accused the far-right of
exploiting the teenager’s death for political gains, saying this
was “intolerable”. “It is the hope of all of us that once the trial
is over, peace will return to Kandel,” she said. — AFP 

BERLIN: Germany’s emboldened far right has seized
on a number of high-profile crimes allegedly com-
mitted by migrants to excoriate Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s liberal border policy. Most recently, right-
wing extremists have rallied over a knife attack last
month in the eastern city of Chemnitz in which a
German man was killed and an Iraqi asylum seeker is
the prime suspect. Police statistics indicate that
crime in Germany has seen a steady decline in recent
years. However, violent acts committed by foreign
nationals have risen since the height of the refugee
influx in 2015.

Official figures 
Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, a vocal critic of

Merkel’s decision to let in more than one million asy-
lum seekers over the last three years, issued a report in
May showing that the number of crimes committed
against persons or property in Germany fell to “the
lowest level since 1992”. In 2017, police recorded
5,761,984 criminal acts, marking a 5.1-percent drop on
the previous year.

Link between migrant influx and criminality? 
In 2014, the year before the “migrant crisis”, there

were 6,082,064 crimes registered in Germany-more
than in 2017. However, the ratio of foreigners among
criminal suspects has climbed, from 28.7 percent in
2014 to 40.4 percent in 2016 before declining again in
2017 to 35 percent, the study presented by Seehofer in
May showed. The following month, US President
Donald Trump falsely asserted that immigration is driv-
ing up crime in Germany  “Big mistake made all over
Europe in allowing millions of people in who have so
strongly and violently changed their culture!” he
tweeted. A report completed by the BKA federal
police force for daily Die Welt published at the week-
end showed that crimes committed by foreigners (the
large majority of them asylum seekers) fell last year by
2.7 percent on the previous year.

The most violent crimes 
However, the most violent crimes including homi-

cides show an increase among foreign offenders,
according to the Welt report. The number of German
citizens killed by foreign assailants in the last three
years rose steadily to 83 (out of a total of 731), from 62
and 52 the previous two years. In one such lightning-
rod case, a German court Monday jailed a failed asy-
lum seeker claiming to be from Afghanistan for stab-
bing his 15-year-old ex-girlfriend to death.

Although there were doubts about his age-he
claimed he was also 15 at the time of the attack-he was
tried as a minor and sentenced to eight and a half
years in jail. Such crimes have been widely publicized
on social media by the far right, which has held a series
of rallies marked by xenophobic slogans and violence
in Chemnitz in recent days. — AFP 

Has Germany’s
migrant influx 
fuelled crime?

We must make
that clear 
to them

Pacific summit opens
amid concerns over 
refugee children
YAREN: Pacific leaders opened their annual diplomatic
summit in Nauru yesterday, but the ceremony was over-
shadowed by allegations that children of asylum-seekers
on the tiny Pacific island have been traumatised by sys-
temic abuse. Nauru President Baron Waqa formally wel-
comed delegates to the 18-nation Pacific Islands Forum,
saying the summit was a chance to demand the world
take urgent action on global warming.

However, when the Nauruan leader faced a rare grilling
from the media, questions centred on the plight of those
detained on the remote island under an agreement with
Australia. A report released yesterday said the mental
health of asylum-seekers was buckling under the strain of
indefinite detention, adding that “those who have seen this
suffering say it is worse than anything they have seen,
including in war zones.”

“People are broken,” said the report, co-authored by
the Refugee Council of Australia and the Asylum Seeker
Resource Centre. “Children as young as seven and 12 are
experiencing repeated incidents of suicide attempts,
dousing themselves in petrol, and becoming catatonic.”
The report estimates there are 900 asylum-seekers on
Nauru, including more than 100 children. 

They are in Nauru as part of Canberra’s tough immi-
gration policy, which sees asylum-seekers who try to
reach Australia by boat detained and processed in
remote camps on Nauru and Papua New Guinea.
Psychiatrist Louise Newman said many children on
Nauru — the report estimates at least 30 — were suf-
fering from “traumatic withdrawal syndrome” because
they could see no end to their plight. — AFP

UNRWA chief defends
refugee criteria
for Palestinians
JERUSALEM: Millions of Palestinian refugees “cannot
simply be wished away”, the head of a UN support agency
said yesterday, hitting back at a US aid cutoff and allega-
tions its work only perpetuates their plight. The United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) provides
services to about 5 million Palestinian refugees across
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the West Bank and Gaza. Most
are descendants of some 700,000 Palestinians who were
driven out of their homes or fled fighting in the 1948 war
that led to Israel’s creation.

The growing refugee count was cited by Washington,
UNRWA’s biggest donor, in its decision last week to with-
hold funding, and has potential ramifications for the
Palestinians’ pursuit of a right of return to land now in
Israel. Successive Israeli governments have ruled out such
an influx, fearing the country would lose its Jewish majority.

“I express deep regret and disappointment at the
nature of the US decision,” UNRWA Commissioner-
General Pierre Krahenbuhl said in an open letter to
Palestinian refugees and the agency’s staff in which he
pledged its operations would continue. Appearing to echo
Israel’s view that descendants of the 1948 refugees should
not share that status, State Department spokeswoman
Heather Nauert criticized UNRWA on Friday over its
“endlessly and exponentially expanding community of
entitled beneficiaries”.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described
UNRWA on Sunday as “the refugee perpetuation agency”
whose money “should be taken and be used to really help
rehabilitate the refugees, whose real number is a sliver of
that reported by UNRWA”. But Krahenbuhl said “the pro-

tracted nature of the Palestine refugee crisis” was not
unique. He said the children and grandchildren of long-dis-
placed refugees in Afghanistan, Sudan, Somalia, Congo
and elsewhere are also recognised as refugees and assist-
ed by the United Nations.

Schools open
“No matter how often attempts are made to minimize

or delegitimize the individual and collective experiences of
Palestine refugees, the undeniable fact remains that they
have rights under international law and represent a com-
munity of 5.4 million men, women and children who cannot
simply be wished away,” he said.

The United States paid out $60 million to UNRWA in
January, withholding another $65 million, from a promised
$365 million for the year. Krahenbuhl said Gulf states had
injected funds but UNRWA still needed more than $200
million. In Lebanon yesterday, UNRWA opened its school
year as scheduled. Studies in UNRWA-run schools in the
occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip got under way on
Wednesday. — Reuters

Sweden: The migrant
oasis under strain
STOCKHOLM: The Nordic nation of Sweden, which
stretches into the Arctic Circle and is home to reindeer-
raising indigenous people, is a generous welfare state but
under strain from a refugee influx. Ahead of legislative
elections on September 9, here is some background about
the Scandinavian country.

Population boosted by immigration 
One of the largest and most secular countries in

Europe, Sweden has a population of 10 million, with
around 80 percent living in cities. It had an open refugee
policy even before the migration crisis hit the continent in
2015, and 18.5 percent of its 2017 population was for-
eign-born. The European Union member registered more
than 394,500 asylum applications between 2012 and
2017, a record per capita for Europe, with the peak of
162,000 in 2015. 

More than 60 percent of claims processed during this
period were accepted — although they were not neces-
sarily applications submitted during that time, because of
delays in the system. The influx is putting a heavy burden
on Sweden’s famed cradle-to-grave welfare system and
testing social integration. Under pressure, the country in
2015 reestablished border controls and toughened its
immigration policies.

Social pioneer, competitive 
Social Democrats have dominated Swedish politics

since the 1930s, building one of the world’s most advanced
welfare models funded by high taxes. But it also has a
strong competition-based economy, home to global
groups including Electrolux, Ikea, Saab, Volvo, Skype and
Spotify.  Sweden was ranked seventh on the World
Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Index in 2017-
2018. It is a pioneer in gender equality — with generous
maternity and paternity leave — environmental protection
and organic farming.  The country is also increasingly
moving towards becoming a cash-free society.

PM assassination mystery 
The 1986 assassination of charismatic prime minister

Olof Palme while he was walking home from a Stockholm
cinema remains unsolved despite thousands of leads.  The
murder sent shockwaves through the normally peaceful
country. Memories of Palme’s shooting were revived in 2003
when foreign minister Anna Lindh was stabbed to death by
a mentally unstable man in a Stockholm department store.

‘Nordic noir’ 
Sweden’s position near the Arctic Circle means not only

long summer days but also long winter nights, a climate
that lends mood to a tradition of dark crime novels. Its
“Nordic noir” genre includes Stieg Larsson’s best-selling
“Millennium Trilogy” and Henning Mankell’s Wallander
series, both adapted to global hit TV shows and movies.

The 2011 Danish-Swedish TV thriller “The Bridge” has
been broadcast in more than 100 countries. Striking a
much brighter note, disco supergroup ABBA arguably
remains Sweden’s most well-known music export.

Indigenous Samis 
The Samis, formerly known as Lapps, have lived mainly

above the Arctic Circle with their herds of reindeer for
millennia. Today numbering 20,000-40,000, they face
modern-day threats to their livelihood with their land giv-
en over to mining and logging, and encroached upon by
wind turbines. The Sami are the only people authorized to
herd Sweden’s 225,000 to 280,000 reindeer, but just 10
percent of them today earn a living from their herds, oth-
ers relying on tourism, fishing and crafts, and some moving
to urban areas. — AFP 

CHEMNITZ: A man shows an anti-nazi sign on a banner ahead of a free concert with several German bands to say “No”
to the far right which has staged nationalist demonstrations after a fatal stabbing allegedly by two foreigners. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: People are pictured next to an election poster of Ebba Busch Thor, leader of the Christian Democrats Party. — AFP 

AL-FARA REFUGEE CAMP: A Palestinian man looks out from
the gate of Fara Basic Boys School in Al-Fara refugee
camp north of West Bank. — AFP 

ATHENS: Protesters take part in a demonstration by refugee
aid NGOs and refugee solidarity groups on Syntagma
Square. — AFP 


