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18th Asian Games close in Jakarta

JAKARTA: The 18th Asian Games closed in a
glittering ceremony in Jakarta yesterday as
hosts Indonesia dreamed of stepping up to
host the Olympics in 2032. Thousands of ath-
letes in ponchos marched in heavy rain at the
Gelora Bung Karno stadium at the close of a
two-week tournament featuring 40 sports.

“I declare the 18th Asian Games closed,”
Sheikh Ahmad Al Fahad Al Sabah, president of
the Olympic Council of Asia, told the packed
crowd. “You did it! You made the energy of
Asia come through... Jakarta has the capability
to host any such major international event,” he
added. Indonesia has defied expectations to
host a smooth Games, which with 17,000 ath-
letes and officials is second in size only to the
Olympics. Riding high on the Games’ success,
President Joko Widodo has announced a bid
to hold the 2032 Olympics-which would have
seemed unthinkable just a few weeks ago.

The president addressed the ceremony by
video link from an emergency shelter in
Lombok, where a string of earthquakes in
recent weeks killed 555 people. “This (Games)
is the energy of Asia united to make a differ-
ence to the world,” he said.

Olympics chief Thomas Bach has welcomed
Indonesia’s bid but he warned the sprawling
Southeast Asian country needed to maintain
the positive energy generated by the Games.
“I think what is important now for Indonesia is
to keep the momentum of this Games,” he
said. “So for you now not to fall into a black
hole the moment after everybody has left.”

BUMPER GAMES FOR INDONESIA 
China topped the medals table for the 10th

Games in succession, a streak stretching back
to New Delhi 1982, with a runaway 132 golds.
They will now look to make a deafening state-
ment by repeating the feat at the 2020
Olympics in Tokyo, capital of their war-time
colonisers and bitter rivals Japan. 

Japan, who won the Games’ 465th and final
gold medal in Sunday’s mixed team triathlon,
placed a distant second with 75 golds, while
South Korea had 49 and hosts Indonesia fin-
ished with 31.

Japanese swimmer Rikako Ikee, who
became the first woman to six gold medals at
a single Games, was named the best athlete or
Most Valuable Player. “I still haven’t won a

world title so that’s my next goal,” she said
after a small awards ceremony on Sunday.

The 18-year-old, who looks set to be the
face of the Tokyo 2020 Games, stole the lime-
light at the pool from China’s triple Olympic
champion Sun Yang and Singaporean butter-
fly hero Joseph Schooling.

Premier League star Son Heung-min’s joy-
ous celebration at winning football gold, a title
that earned him an exemption from South
Korea’s military service, will live long in the
memory. Tobacco and banking billionaire
Michael Bambang Hartono, one of Indonesia’s
richest men, was the Games oldest medallist at
78, in the card game bridge. He is 66 years
older than 12-year-old Indonesian skate-
boarder Bunga Nyimas, whose bronze medal
in the street event made her the youngest ath-
lete to mount a podium.

They were part of a bumper Games for
Indonesia, whose 31 golds was a record for a
Southeast Asian country and who, more
importantly, proved the critics wrong by host-
ing a successful tournament.

Despite concerns over air pollution, traffic
and a pre-Games police crackdown that killed

dozens, the venues were ready on time and
most events went off smoothly. It came after
the 2011 Southeast Asian Games in Indonesia

were plagued by corruption and delays-and
may have put the country in line to host the
biggest tournament of all, the Olympics. —AFP

Indonesia dreams to host the Olympics in 2032

BURNLEY: Two goals from Romelu Lukaku
brought Jose Mourinho a much-needed 2-0 win
at Burnley yesterday, although it was another
eventful and controversial afternoon for his
Manchester United side.

England international Marcus Rashford, only
on the field for 10 minutes as a substitute, was
sent off after 70 minutes for a headbutt on Phil
Bardsley who had clipped the United man’s
ankles in cynical fashion. 

Just two minutes earlier, Mourinho had also
seen Paul Pogba miss a penalty with the chance
to put the visitors out of sight. But Lukaku’s
first-half double was enough for a well-earned
three points as United bounced back from con-
secutive defeats to Brighton and Tottenham that
had put Mourinho under the spotlight. 

Lukaku opened the scoring on 26 minutes,

after a period of bright and direct football from
Mourinho’s team. Alexis Sanchez was recalled to
Mourinho’s starting line-up and responded by
setting up the opener as Lukaku rose impres-
sively between two defenders to head the
Chilean’s cross past Joe Hart.

A second goal before the break looked
inevitable, although it took until the final minute
for it to arrive as Luke Shaw chased onto
Sanchez’s back heel and into the Burnley area.

The ball eventually landed with Jesse Lingard
on the edge of the area and, after his shot took
deflections off both Charlie Taylor and Ashley
Westwood, Lukaku was well positioned to turn
and sweep in from six yards.

It was a rewarding first period for Mourinho
and his team, not to mention the 2,400 visiting
supporters at Turf Moor who showed their
backing for Mourinho. In contrast, there was a
demonstration by fans against the club’s execu-
tive vice-chairman Ed Woodward with a plane
flown over the Lancashire ground towing a ban-
ner that read: “Ed Woodward, a specialist in fail-
ure.” It was a poignant comment from support-
ers who clearly blame Woodward’s lack of
action in the transfer market for the club’s poor
start to the season - rather than their high-pro-

file manager. That lacklustre opening to the
campaign saw United in danger of losing three
of their first four league games for the first time
since 1986. Mourinho, though, had looked
relaxed even before kick-off, joking with offi-
cials in the tunnel and shaking hands with play-
ers from both teams as they exited the dressing
rooms. And within minutes of kick-off, that con-
fidence looked well placed as United dominated.
Lingard, alone, was presented with three decent
chances inside the opening nine minutes, one of
which drew a slightly panicked save from Hart.

Hart also saved well from Lukaku, as he and
Sanchez looked to convert a three-on-two
break, while his opposite number David De Gea
remained a virtual spectator. The Spanish keep-
er was finally forced into action after 63 minutes,
comfortably stopping Chris Wood’s header at
the foot of his post.

But that was a rare respite for Burnley who
needed Hart to save from a Sanchez half-volley
and to parry a fierce shot from Shaw before the
late controversies. Lukaku should have claimed
a hat-trick, being denied again by Hart, when
clean through on goal, then actually rounding
the keeper only to miss an open net under pres-
sure from Ben Mee. — AFP

Lukaku double 
relieves pressure 
on Mourinho

BURNLEY: Manchester United’s Belgian striker Romelu Lukaku (L) vies with Burnley’s English
defender Ben Mee during the English Premier League football match between Burnley and
Manchester United at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: Artists perform during the closing ceremony of the 2018 Asian Games at the Gelora Bung Karno main stadium in Jakarta yesterday. —AFP

JAKARTA: President of the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah (C)
smiles next to a representative of the Hangzhou Asian Games Organizing Committee (L) as Jakarta
Governor Anies Baswedan (R) kisses the torch during the closing ceremony of the 2018 Asian
Games at the Gelora Bung Karno main stadium in Jakarta yesterday. —AFP


