
Monday, September 3, 2018S p o r t s

25

Kemp blasts Dodgers into National 
League West tie with Diamondbacks

Red Sox’s Rodriguez fans 12 in win over White Sox
LOS ANGELES: Matt Kemp hit a three-run home run
in the eighth inning as the Los Angeles Dodgers rallied
to grab a share of first place in the National League
West on Saturday with a 3-2 victory over the visiting
Arizona Diamondbacks. The Dodgers had just three hits
heading into the eighth inning, but they got a one-out
single from Justin Turner and a walk from Manny
Machado in front of Kemp’s 19th home run of the sea-
son off Diamondbacks reliever Archie Bradley.
Machado’s walk came on a 10-pitch plate appearance.
It was just the fourth home run in the second half for
Kemp, who was named to the National League All-Star
team. The Dodgers used home runs to put together a
late rally for the second consecutive game after Turner
and Enrique Hernandez went deep in a victory Friday.
Eduardo Escobar and Christian Walker hit home runs
for the Diamondbacks, while Patrick Corbin pitched five
scoreless innings. Arizona fell into a tie for the top spot
in the division for the third time since Aug. 12.

BRAVES 5, PIRATES 3
Freddie Freeman’s run-scoring double drove in the

go-ahead run in a four-run eighth-inning rally to help
Atlanta beat visiting Pittsburgh and snap a three-game
losing streak. Atlanta (75-60) extended its lead in the
National League East to three games over Philadelphia
and remained 7 1/2 games in front of Washington.
Pittsburgh starter Chris Archer didn’t allow a hit until
Dansby Swanson led off the sixth inning with a double.
In six innings, Archer allowed one run on two hits.
Atlanta starter Kevin Gausman allowed three runs (one
earned) and five hits in six innings and had a 19-inning
scoreless streak end when he allowed a run in the fifth.

MARINERS 8, A’S 7
Ben Gamel and Jean Segura combined for five hits

and four RBIs, helping visiting Seattle run off to a big
lead en route to victory over Oakland in a key
American League West showdown. By virtue of their
second victory in three days in the four-game series,
the Mariners (76-60) moved within 4 1/2 games of the
A’s (81-56) in the duel for the second AL wild-card
spot. The loss dropped Oakland 2 1/2 games behind
first-place Houston (83-53) in the AL West. James
Paxton (11-5), returning from a bruised left forearm that
landed him on the disabled list, went the first five
innings, allowing three runs on just two hits. He walked
four and struck out 10. Khris Davis hit his 40th homer
of the season for Oakland.

ASTROS 7, ANGELS 3
Carlos Correa and Tyler White delivered momen-

tum-swinging, two-out hits in the eighth inning and
host Houston rallied from a three-run deficit for a vic-
tory over Los Angeles. The Astros plated five runs in
their final at-bat. Correa drove home Tony Kemp with a
game-tying single to center field off Angels reliever
Cam Bedrosian (5-4). White, the designated hitter, fol-
lowed by greeting right-hander Hansel Robles with his
game-winning hit, a two-run double off the manual
scoreboard in left, plating George Springer and Correa.
Right-hander Josh James validated his reputation of
possessing a plus fastball in his major league debut,
retiring eight consecutive batters at one point in allow-
ing three runs on three hits and three walks over five
innings. His nine strikeouts matched the second-most in
franchise history in a big-league debut. 

CUBS 7, PHILLIES 1
Kyle Hendricks tossed six strong innings, Kyle

Schwarber supplied a two-run triple, and visiting
Chicago notched a win over Philadelphia. Hendricks

(11-10) won for the fifth time in his past six decisions,
limiting the Phillies to one run on six hits while striking
out four and walking two. Javier Baez contributed three
hits, a run and an RBI for Chicago. Ian Happ had a solo
homer, while David Bote and Ben Zobrist added run-
scoring doubles. Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant
chipped in two hits and a run. He was activated from
the disabled list and played in his first game since July
23 after recovering from a shoulder injury.

RED SOX 6, WHITE SOX 1
Eduardo Rodriguez struck out 12 batters over 5 2/3

innings, and visiting Boston received solo homers from
Eduardo Nunez, Jackie Bradley Jr. and Ian Kinsler in
defeating Chicago. The Red Sox won for the fourth time
in five games to remain 7 1/2 games ahead of the sec-
ond-place New York Yankees in the American League
East. The White Sox have won six of their past nine.
Rodriguez (12-3) allowed one run on three hits and one
walk. It was the third double-digit strikeout game in the
majors for Rodriguez, who finished one whiff shy of his
career high, set against the Tampa Bay Rays on Sept.
25, 2016.

NATIONALS 5, BREWERS 4
Juan Soto delivered a two-run single to center,

which was the big hit in a four-run rally in the bottom of
the eighth inning that helped Washington pull out a vic-
tory over visiting Milwaukee. The Brewers held a 3-1
lead heading into the bottom of the eighth. A nearly
two-hour rain delay stopped play in the top of the
frame but Washington bounced back in the bottom half
on a rally that started with two outs against Joakim
Soria (1-4). Soto went 3-for-4 with a double, two RBIs
and a run scored to lead Washington. Stephen
Strasburg allowed two runs in six innings for the
Nationals in his third start since coming off the disabled
list. Tyler Saladino and Manny Pina homered for
Milwaukee.

MARLINS 6, BLUE JAYS 3
Martin Prado slugged a three-run double, and J.T.

Realmuto homered as Miami snapped a four-game los-
ing streak with a home win over Toronto. The Blue Jays
had snapped a four-game losing streak of their own
with a win in the series opener on Friday. The Marlins
blew the game open with four runs in the fifth to take a
6-1 lead, with Prado delivering a double to deep center
that cleared the bases and made it 6-1. The offense was
more than enough support for Wei-Yin Chen (6-9),
who allowed just one run on three hits and struck out
seven in eight innings.

REDS 4, CARDINALS 0
Luis Castillo pitched 6 2/3 shutout innings and

Eugenio Suarez had a two-run double as visiting
Cincinnati slowed red-hot St Louis. Castillo (8-11)
struck out 11 with two walks and held the Cardinals to
just two hits, both singles. His gem came after giving up
five earned runs in two of his last three outings.
Relievers David Hernandez and Raisel Iglesias com-
bined for 2 1/3 hitless innings to finish off the shutout.
The Cardinals dropped to 4 1/2 games behind the
Chicago Cubs for best record in the National League.
The NL Central rivals still have three games remaining
against each other. St. Louis remains in possession of
one of the two NL wild-card spots, along with the
Milwaukee Brewers.

RANGERS 7, TWINS 4
Ronald Guzman hit a go-ahead three-run homer in

the second inning and host Texas slugged four homers

and snapped a five-game losing streak with a victory
over Minnesota. Guzman gave the Twins a 4-2 lead
when he hammered a first-pitch fastball from Jose
Berrios (11-10) a few rows back into the upper deck
above right field. It was Guzman’s 14th homer and was
his first since Aug. 13 at Arizona, three days after the
rookie first baseman slugged three at Yankee Stadium.
Nomar Mazara, Adrian Beltre, and Rougned Odor hit
solo homers as the Rangers homered four times for the
eighth time this year and the first time since Guzman’s
memorable night. Beltre’s 470th career homer and
eighth of the season moved him to three behind Carlos
Delgado for 32nd on the all-time list.

RAYS 5, INDIANS 3
Blake Snell struck out nine to win his fifth consecu-

tive start, Matt Duffy hit a two-run double in a four-run
sixth inning, and visiting Tampa Bay defeated
Cleveland. Snell (17-5) allowed two runs (one earned),
eight hits and one walk in 6 2/3 innings. The left-hander
has won nine of his past 10 decisions. Brandon Lowe hit
a solo homer for the Rays, and Ji-Man Choi chipped in
with three hits, including two doubles. Pinch hitter
Jason Kipnis hit a solo homer for Cleveland. 

ROCKIES 4, PADRES 2
Colorado’s offensive slump came to an end in snap-

ping host San Diego’s four-game winning streak, which
was a season high. Down 1-0 after the first of two
Hunter Renfroe homers, the Rockies entered the fourth
inning at Petco Park having gone scoreless for 19
innings. DJ LeMahieu snapped his 0-for-14 slump with
a solo homer off Padres starter Robbie Erlin that led to
a three-run inning for the Rockies. The Padres’ only
damage against starter Jon Gray (11-7) over six innings
game on Renfroe’s first multi-homer game of the season
and the fourth of his career. Renfroe has 19 homers on
the season, with 11 coming in 25 games since Aug. 5.

ROYALS 5, ORIOLES 4
Kansas City left fielder Whit Merrifield hit a two-

run, walk-off homer with one out in the ninth inning to
lift the host Royals to victory over Baltimore. Brian
Goodwin had three hits and an RBI, and Brett Phillips
had two hits as the Royals won their third consecutive
series, a season first. Tim Beckham had four hits includ-
ing a homer, and Trey Mancini also homered for the
Orioles, who had taken the lead with two runs in the top
of the eighth inning. Mancini opened the eighth with his
21st home run of the season and has nine homers and
24 RBIs since the All-Star break.

YANKEES 2, TIGERS 1
Gleyber Torres hit a go-ahead two-run home run in

the fifth inning, and host New York recorded a victory
over Detroit in the return of Gary Sanchez and debut of
Andrew McCutchen. After getting the go-ahead, two-
run, bases-loaded single Friday, Torres gave the
Yankees a 2-1 lead when he hammered a 1-0 breaking
ball from Daniel Norris (0-3) into the first row of the
left field bleachers. Besides being the rookie infielder’s
22nd homer, it was New York’s first hit of the game. It
also lifted the Yankees to their 11th win in 15 games.
McCutchen batted leadoff and went 0-for-3 after being
acquired from the San Francisco Giants on Friday.
Sanchez went 0-for-4 in his first action since July 23.

METS 2, GIANTS 1 (11 INNINGS)
Wilmer Flores led off the 11th inning with a double and

scored on a one-out sacrifice fly by Todd Frazier, allowing
New York to even its three-game series with host San
Francisco. Mets left-hander Steven Matz allowed only one
hit through three innings before Evan Longoria homered
to left-center to open the fourth. Matz went seven innings
in the no-decision, allowing three hits. He walked one and
struck out a career-high 11. Four New York pitchers struck
out a total of 16 in the game. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Brian Dozier #6 of the Los Angeles Dodgers is called for an error when he cannot handle this
ground ball hit by David Peralta #6 of the Arizona Diamondbacks in the sixth inning at Dodger Stadium on
Saturday in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Nigerian-born defensive end Efe
Obada, once a homeless child on the streets of
London, made NFL history Saturday by being
named to the 53-man roster of the Carolina
Panthers. The 26-year-old defender became the
first player in the NFL’s International Pathway
Program, launched last year to help develop global
talent, to make a team roster.

“All the suffering paid off,” Obada said in a
posting on the team website. “I’ve lost a lot to get
here. I’ve had to sacrifice a lot. I’ve been through a
lot. I want to make those people who believed in
me proud.”

It’s an epic journey that began in 2002 when, at
age 10, a friend of his mother brought Obada and
his sister to England but left them homeless to fend
for themselves. “This lady just left us out on the
streets,” Obada told NFL UK. “It was scary and we
were lonely.”

A friendly security guard and a woman with five
other children helped Obada and his sister survive
for five years before social services took over,
leaving Obada hopping from house to house as a
teen. Obada began working as a security guard
and at age 22 began playing American football
part-time with an amateur club, the London
Warriors.

A coach in the British league helped bring

Obada to the attention of NFL scouts, but he could
never grab a roster spot in attempts to join the
Dallas Cowboys, Kansas City Chiefs and Atlanta
Falcons. When the international program began in
2017, the Panthers were given an extra practice
squad spot for an non-US player and used it on
Obada, giving him a chance to learn and develop
under the watchful eyes of NFL personnel.

‘THIS HAS CHANGED MY LIFE’ 
That made Saturday, the NFL deadline for final

roster cuts ahead of the season that starts
Thursday, a crucial day for Obada, who nervously
walked into the Panthers’ headquarters. “Walking
in and getting released is what I’m used to,” Obada
said. “I was walking in and making eye contact
with everyone. No one spoke to me. I didn’t say
anything to nobody. I made it to my locker and
they still hadn’t stopped me or said anything.”

Still not believing he had finally made an NFL
roster, Obada asked Panthers coach Ron Rivera, “Is
it real?” The answer was yes.

“I’m grateful,” Obada said. “You know when you
really want something and you get it and you’re
like, ‘Oh my goodness.’ “I’m so happy. I’m going to
enjoy this. I’ve been working very hard just to feel
this.” Obada, who made a quarterback sack for the
Panthers in a pre-season contest, knows that get-
ting the job is one major feat but keeping it quite
another. “This has changed my life. But I know that
this is just the beginning,” Obada said. 

Panthers defensive coordinator Eric Washington
has already warned Obada that there is plenty
more work to come. “Coach E told me it’s going to
be harder to hold onto it than it was to obtain it.
And I know how hard I worked to obtain it,”
Obada said.

“I know that because of the training here and
the environment I’ve been in, I can go anywhere
and survive. This has instilled the belief in myself
that I needed.” — AFP

KUWAIT: Under the sponsorship of KIB, national eques-
trian athlete, Dhari Al-Humaidan, was crowned first-place
tournament champion in the 2018 Ecurie de Saint Aulde
this season in France. As part of its ongoing support of
high-performance athletes, the Bank offered its sponsor-
ship to this young athlete who then shined throughout the
tournament and placed first in the equestrian games.

On this occasion, KIB stated: “We are extremely proud
of this impressive achievement and soaring performance in
this high-profile tournament. Our local champion has
demonstrated skill, commitment and precision as he took
home the first-place prize. Our sponsorship of Al-
Humaidan stems from our strong belief in his athletic talent
and his ability to boost Kuwait’s standing both regionally
and internationally. For this reason, we will continue to

support young, promising athletes in local, regional, and
international tournaments and championships. Through
our support, we hope to foster more young athletes who
will garner a number of regional and international acco-
lades.” KIB also lauded Al-Humaidan and credits his
unwavering dedication and long hours of training for his
remarkable success in this tough equestrian tournament.
The Bank also praised the national athlete’s outstanding
equestrian skills and wished him more success which can
continue to raise Kuwait’s standing in the future.

Sports continue to be a cornerstone of KIB’s leading
social responsibility program. For that reason, the Bank
provides its unwavering support to talented athletes
across all sports, aiming at promoting the sports culture
throughout the local community and beyond.
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