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BERLIN: Its battle cry is “Stand up”, its public face is a
divisive anti-capitalist politician who supports limiting immi-
gration, its aim is to build a populist leftwing movement to
shake up Merkel-era Germany. Tomorrow, Sahra
Wagenknecht, 48, will launch the grassroots project which
borrows from the campaigns of British Labor’s Jeremy
Corbyn, French Socialist Jean-Luc Melenchon and US
Democrat Bernie Sanders. Its aim is to energize followers of
her far-left Die Linke party, the centre-left Social Democrats
(SPD) and ecologist Greens-but also to win back disen-
chanted working-class voters who have drifted to far-right
protest parties.

Its website launched in mid-August cites reggae singer
Bob Marley’s chant “get up, stand up!” and declares boldly
that “no politician, no party will solve our problems if we
don’t do it ourselves”. Tens of thousands have signed up
online to join the fight for secure jobs and pensions, good
education, protecting the environment, disarmament and “a
true democracy not ruled by banks, corporations and lobby-
ists”. The jury is still out on whether it will spark a political
revolution or quickly fizzle out. 

Unsurprisingly, party leaders across the left, including
Wagenknecht’s own comrades at Die Linke, have rejected
the Stand Up (“Aufstehen”) guerilla campaign as divisive
and unhelpful. The leader of the SPD, Germany’s traditional

labor party, Andrea Nahles, quipped that she “wasn’t losing
any sleep over it”. Others have greeted the effort to re-
energize the left as a challenge to Merkel’s centrist coalition
government and the rise of the far-right Alternative for
Germany (AfD). News weekly Der Spiegel said that, after
populist anger over immigration swept the AfD into parlia-
ment last year, “it is high time to launch a movement of ral-
lying the left”.

‘Open borders unrealistic’ 
But even backers of the idea have wondered whether it is

being led by the right people. Wagenknecht, 48 and hailing
from the former communist East Germany, is a lawmaker and
polarizing TV talk show star, married to a firebrand leftist
SPD defector, ex-finance minister Oskar Lafontaine. Known
as rhetorically brilliant but awkward with voters, she is fre-
quently critical of the EU and defends Vladimir Putin’s
Russia. She argues that the SPD has sold out its principles
and failed to fight back against unbridled capitalism and
Merkel’s neo-liberal” policies.

As Germany has absorbed a mass influx of migrants and
refugees, which has sparked a far-right backlash,
Wagenknecht has also broken with the left’s traditional
orthodoxy on immigration. “The idea of ‘open borders for
all’ is unrealistic,” she said in a recent interview. — AFP
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BEIT LAHIA: Palestinians protest on a beach along the Gaza sea barrier on the border with
Israel near Kibbutz Zikim, north of Beit Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip yesterday. — AFP 
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over death of...
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complaints to the Public Prosecution and to the
National Assembly Human Rights Panel over the inci-
dents. The lawmaker said that when the panel receives
the complaints, it will summon the chief of staff and oth-

er senior army commanders for a meeting.
He held the chief of staff responsible for what hap-

pened now and also in previous similar incidents when
ministry investigations blamed such deaths to natural ill-
ness of the students. MP Osama Al-Shaheen praised the
actions taken by the Defense Minister so far especially
the suspension of 11 top military officers but demanded
that the investigation should also include previous simi-
lar cases. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani praised the minister’s
actions but he said that he will continue to monitor the
outcome of the investigation and will decide his next
course of action.

Iran boosts 
its defenses 
Continued from Page 1

“The imposition of (US) sanctions and pressures and
the lack of rapid action by Europe to fulfill their com-
mitments will have serious consequences,” Kamal
Kharrazi, a former foreign minister who heads a top
foreign policy council, told Burt, IRNA reported.
Iranian officials have said they would decide whether to
quit the 2015 nuclear deal with world powers after
studying the European package of economic measures
that could help offset US sanctions. “European coun-
tries have not been able yet to take necessary measures

to secure Iran’s interests under the nuclear agreement,”
Kharrazi said. “(Burt) said Britain’s position is different
from that of the United States and we are looking for a
European mechanism to make the nuclear accord suc-
cessful,” IRNA reported. Burt, on the first visit by a
British minister since US President Donald Trump with-
drew from the nuclear deal, earlier met Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said
on Saturday the talks with Burt had involved “access to
banking resources and the sale of oil”. Iran has been
seeking commitment from European signatories of the
nuclear deal that it will be able to access the Western
banking system and continue to sell oil despite US sanc-
tions. In a statement before his visit, Burt said: “As long
as Iran meets its commitments under the deal, we remain
committed to it as we believe it is the best way to ensure
a safe, secure future for the region.”— Reuters
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excluded from the draft, according to the registrar general
of India. State officials say no “genuine” Indians need to wor-
ry about being left off the list, and there are avenues for
appeal. But for Nimai - who fled persecution in Bangladesh as
a five-year-old on his mother’s back - his world has been
upended once more.

Where do we go now? 
His family are Hajong, a Hindu indigenous people from the

Chittagong Hill Tracts bordering India and Myanmar, a region
wracked by decades of ethnic conflict. They were shocked to
discover their names left off after submitting the same paper-
work to authorities that had allowed them to remain in India for
more than 50 years. “What do we do now? We have accepted
this land as our home since 1964, and we have nowhere to go,”
Hajong told AFP in the small settlement of Bamunigaon, roughly
30 kilometers from Assam’s capital Guwahati.

“We have lived here all these years as refugees, but I want
to die an Indian.” The list will not be finalized until December,
and state and federal governments have sought to allay con-
cerns about the process. But that has done little to ease the
anxiety of those excluded from the draft, who fear a life of
limbo - or even deportation to Bangladesh. “I was told there
was a massacre there, forcing my parents to flee with others

from their village,” said Gunamoni Dalu, a Hajong woman
whose family fled Bangladesh half a century ago to India. She
was born in India in 1968, but was left off the list. “Since the
death of my father, I have lived alone here,” she said, fretting
about her future. News of the draft register sparked opposition
protests in the national parliament and outrage in Assam, where
the state government brought in 25,000 extra security forces
in case of trouble. Assam, known for its lush tea estates and
cool hill climate, has witnessed terrible violence between
indigenous tribes and settlers. About 2,000 suspected migrants
were butchered in a single day in Nellie in 1983. Nearly all
were Muslim, and many were children.

Local tensions 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party won con-

trol of Assam in 2016 after promising to expel illegal immi-
grants and protect the rights of indigenous groups. Millions
fled Bangladesh during its 1971 war of independence from
Pakistan, but waves of refugees including the Hajong and the
Buddhist Chakma had also escaped persecution to come to
India before that. Many settled in Assam, which shares a long
border with Bangladesh. 

Migrants have since been accused of illegally entering the
state and taking land and jobs, causing tensions with locals.
Rights groups have compared deletion from the citizenship list
to Myanmar’s removal of rights and protections for its
Rohingya community in 1982. Robin Koch had hoped the
process “would have sealed our Indian identity once and for
all”. “Instead, I don’t know what went wrong. I can’t eat and
sleep at night,” said the 55-year-old Hajong man, whose family
crossed the border in 1964. “After our parents escaped... we
lost all links with our clan. We have no one there now.”— AFP 
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No more!” Pakistani leaders disputed the $33 billion
figure, insisting that around half of the money relates to
reimbursements, and the prime minister’s office accused
Trump of ignoring the great sacrifices the country has
made to fight extremism. In March, a senior US official
said that Pakistan has “done the bare minimum to
appear responsive to our requests,” and concerns over
a lack of action by Islamabad against militant groups
still persist.

Loss of US influence
The announcement came weeks after Pakistan’s new

Prime Minister Imran Khan took office amid concerns
he would remain tolerant of terror groups including the
Taleban and the notorious Haqqani network. Khan has

repeatedly blamed Pakistan’s participation in the US-
led anti-terror campaign for the surge in terrorism on
home soil over the last decade and has vowed to rebal-
ance Islamabad’s relationship with Washington. 

He has also shown a willingness to hold talks with
militant groups and sought support from religious
hardliners in the run-up to elections last July - moves
that prompted critics to christen him “Taleban Khan”.
Some analysts warn there may be no real way to pres-
sure Islamabad and say a suspension in aid could see
the US lose crucial influence over Pakistan which will
instead look to other countries for support, particularly
its longtime ally China. 

Despite the provocations, the US does not want to
completely rupture its relationship with Pakistan,
where anti-American sentiment already runs high.
Washington’s footprint in Afghanistan is much smaller
than it was at the height of the war, but it needs
access to Pakistan’s supply l ines and airspace.
Pakistan is still believed to have the strongest influ-
ence over the Taleban, making its cooperation neces-
sary for peace talks. — AFP 
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the Philippines due to concerns over Duterte’s drug war.
But so far sales with Israel have gone smoothly. “(The visit) is
for President Duterte to look for an alternative market for...
weapons for our armed forces as well as for the police,”
Henelito Sevilla, an international relations expert at the
University of the Philippines said. Israel is among the world’s
top arms dealers, with nearly 60 percent of its defense
exports going to the Asia-Pacific region, according to Israeli
defense ministry data.

Two-state solution 
The Philippines emerged as a significant new customer in

2017 for Israel, with sales of radar and anti-tank equipment
worth $21 million. Manila says the trip is expected to yield
agreements on defense as well as labor, which is one of the
Philippines’ top exports. Some 10 million Filipinos work
abroad and send home money that is a lifeline for the econo-

my. Manila is keen to sign agreements on protections for the
workers. Although the Philippines has a special bond with
Israelis for giving refuge to some 1,300 Jews fleeing the
Holocaust, Duterte drew global condemnation for comparing
himself to Hitler in 2016.

“Hitler massacred three million Jews. Now there are three
million drug addicts (in the Philippines). I’d be happy to
slaughter them,” he said. Most mainstream historians say six
million Jews died in the Holocaust. Duterte later apologized
for his remarks, which he said were aimed at critics who had
likened him to the Nazi leader. Just over a year later the
Philippines abstained from a UN vote rebuking the United
States for moving its embassy to Jerusalem. Palestinians see
the eastern part of the disputed city as the capital of their
future state.

Duterte yesterday expressed support for a two-state solu-
tion to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. “We shall be guided by
our constitution and laws as well as our international commit-
ments in support of efforts and initiatives including the two-
state solution,” he told reporters. Netanyahu says he wants the
Palestinians to govern themselves, but has recently declined to
specify whether that would mean an independent Palestinian
state or some diluted form of autonomy, which many right-
wing Israelis advocate. Duterte heads to Jordan on September
5, where he is expected to meet King Abdullah II. — AFP 

Israel PM lauds 
US funding halt 
to UN agency 
JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu yesterday lauded the US decision to halt
funding for the UN agency for Palestinian refugees,
arguing the body perpetuates the problem instead of
solving it. “The US has done a very important thing by
halting the financing for the refugee perpetuation

agency known as UNRWA,” Netanyahu said while vis-
iting a school for the start of the academic year. 

“It is finally beginning to resolve the problem.” He
added that the money “must be taken and used to gen-
uinely help rehabilitate the refugees, the true number of
which is much smaller than the number reported by
UNRWA”. The United States announced Friday it was
ending funding to UNRWA, or the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees.
Washington has long been the largest single donor to
the agency, providing more than $350 million a year. 

The decision followed another one by Washington
on August 24 to cancel more than $200 million in bilat-
eral aid to Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.

Palestinian leaders have harshly condemned the US
moves, accusing US President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration of seeking to “liquidate” their cause. Trump’s
recognition of the disputed city of Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital in December had already led Palestinian leaders
to cut off contact with the White House. 

The aid cuts have led to concerns over the future of
the UN agency that provides services to Palestinian
refugees and their descendants, with some five million
people eligible. 

Its services include operating 711 schools for
526,000 pupils in the Palestinian territories, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. The cut in bilateral aid will
affect humanitarian programs in areas such as

health care, particularly in the impoverished Gaza
Strip, among others.

The issue of Palestinian refugees has long been a
major sticking point in peace efforts. More than
750,000 Palestinians fled or were expelled during the
1948 war surrounding Israel’s creation. They and their
descendants are now classified as refugees who fall
under UNRWA’s remit. Palestinian leaders continue to
call for at least some of them to be allowed to return to
their former homes now inside Israel under any peace
deal. Israel says Palestinians must give up the so-called
right of return and that allowing descendants of
refugees to inherit their status only perpetuates the
problem instead of solving it. — AFP 

Deadly strike on 
bus ‘unjustified’ 
RIYADH: A Saudi-led coalition in Yemen said it accepted
that an air attack last month that killed dozens of people,
including children travelling on a bus, was unjustified and
pledged to hold accountable anyone who contributed to
the error. The rare concession follows mounting interna-
tional pressure, including from allies, to do more to limit
civilian casualties in a 3-1/2 year civil war that has killed
more than 10,000 people and pushed the already
impoverished country to the brink of famine. 

The Western-backed alliance fighting the Iranian-
aligned Houthi group in Yemen said at the time that the
Aug 9 air strikes at a market in Saada province had tar-
geted missile launchers used to attack southern Saudi
Arabia a day earlier and accused the Houthis of using
children as human shields. The Joint Incident
Assessment Team (JIAT), an investigative body set up

by the coalition, said on Saturday that the strikes had
been based on intelligence indicating the bus was car-
rying Houthi leaders, a legitimate military target, but
delays in executing the strike and receiving a no-strike
order should be further investigated. 

“There was a clear delay in preparing the fighter jet
at the appropriate time and place, thus losing (the
opportunity) to target this bus as a military target in an
open area in order to avoid such collateral damage,”
JIAT legal advisor Mansour Ahmed Al-Mansour told
reporters in the Saudi capital. “The team believes that
the coalition forces should immediately review the
application of their rules of engagement to ensure com-
pliance,” he added.  The coalition later announced that
it accepted those findings and pledged to hold
accountable anyone who was proven to have made a
mistake. “The Joint Forces Command of the Coalition
expresses regret over the mistakes, extends its sympa-
thies, condolences and solidarity to the families of the
victims,” said a statement carried by the Saudi state
news agency SPA. — Reuters

Iraq’s amputees 
take the plunge 
to forget horrors 
of Islamic State
ARBIL: With artificial limbs in the place of legs they lost
to jihadists, a group of Iraqis plunged into a swimming
pool for a special race aimed at helping them overcome
the horrors of war. Abdel Zahra Kazem, a soldier from
southern Iraq who was wounded in an attack in
Baghdad, said getting back in the pool had helped him
to rediscover one of his passions in life. “I’ve swum since
I was a child and today I can start again,” he said by the
poolside at a hotel in Arbil, capital of the autonomous
Kurdistan region of northern Iraq.

Rabie Abdellatif lost a leg in an attack by the Islamic
State (IS) jihadist group in Iraq’s second city Mosul,
which was left in ruins by the government’s battle
against the jihadists. Thanks to his artificial limb, he said
he has recovered “80 percent of my capabilities from
life before”. “I can drive my car. I can work,” he told
AFP, his swimsuit and cap still dripping wet. By the side
of the pool, half a dozen men with artificial legs waited
in the shade for their turn splashing in the water.

They were watched by officials from Kurdistan and
Kuwait, which has provided funding for the rehabilita-
tion of civilians and fighters from Iraqi Kurdish and fed-
eral forces. The aim, said Arbil governor Nawzad Hadi,
is to “give life and hope” to victims of IS. Tens of thou-
sands of Iraqi security personnel were wounded in the
three-year battle against IS, which at its peak con-
trolled nearly a third of the country as well as swathes
of neighboring Syria. Hundreds of thousands of civilians
have also been wounded in attacks perpetrated for
years by extremist groups across Iraq, which declared
victory over IS in December. — AFP 


