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Walker winner allows City to celebrate

MANCHESTER: England right-back Kyle Walker’s first
goal for almost three years ensured Manchester City
celebrated a 2-1 victory over Newcastle on the 10th
anniversary of the club’s takeover by Abu Dhabi’s
Sheikh Mansour.

In his 52nd appearance for the club, Walker netted
for the first time in spectacular style by driving a low
shot in the corner from 25 yards early in the second
half. It was a goal worthy of winning any game, but this
was a laboured performance from Pep Guardiola’s side,
despite taking the lead through Raheem Sterling in the
eighth minute.

Newcastle proved durable opponents, and equalised
after half-an-hour, with DeAndre Yedlin making
amends for his own goal that handed Chelsea victory
last weekend. Walker, though, ensured a day of celebra-

tion for City ended on a high as they marked the
anniversary of a takeover that has led to a decade of
spending and unprecedented success in their history.

City have been transformed from Premier League
also-rans to serial winners during that time, finishing
top of the table last season with a record of 100 points.
Guardiola’s side started this season as favourites to
retain the title. Yet it has not been an entirely straight-
forward start, with last season’s player of the year
Kevin de Bruyne suffering a long-term knee injury and
City dropping points in a 1-1 draw at Wolves last week-
end. The issue of Leroy Sane’s attitude will not go away
either. Last season’s PFA Young Player if the Year has
failed to impress Guardiola in training of late and the
City manager decided to leave Sane out of his squad all
together yesterday. At first, it appeared as if he would

not be missed. Sterling, the man selected in the left-
sided attacking role that Sane filled last season, marked
his 100th Premier League appearance by opening the
scoring. The goal came after Jamaal Lascelles played an
awful pass out from the edge of his own penalty area,
enabling Benjamin Mendy to intercept and feed a pass
left to Sterling, who cut inside and drilled a shot into
the far corner.

City could have extended that lead. Sergio Aguero
ripped a shot just wide from the edge of the penalty
area, while an unmarked Gabriel Jesus headed straight
at goalkeeper Martin Dubravka after David Silva’s free-
kick glanced off Paul Dummett’s head.

Newcastle hung in there, however, and equalised on
the half-hour mark with a well-worked goal. Salomon
Rondon found space down the left as he took on

Kenedy’s pass, before crossing low for Yedlin to slot in
his first Premier League goal.

City were shaken by that equaliser, and were still
labouring to find a way back in front when they came
up with a goal from nowhere seven minutes into the
second half.

Newcastle looked to be comfortable as the home
side played their way across the face of the penalty
area. Then Walker, from Aguero’s run, received the ball
25 yards out, was not closed down and cut a low shot
into the bottom corner.

By now, the visitors were showing signs of tiredness.
Aguero, in space on the break, produced a cross from
which Fernandinho and then David Silva, twice, were
denied by brilliant Dubravka blocks to keep the score
down to 2-1. — AFP

Newcastle proved durable opponents

SOUTHAMPTON: Jos Buttler’s well-judged 69
helped to leave India facing a record run-chase
if they were to win the fourth Test against
England at Southampton and so level the series.
England were 260 for eight in their second
innings, a lead of 233 runs, at stumps on the
third day. The most India have made to win in
the fourth innings of a Test in England is 174 at
The Oval in 1971. That match also saw them
achieve their first Test win on English soil. Sam
Curran, fresh from his Test-best 78 in the first
innings, was 37 not out after adding 55 for the
seventh wicket with Buttler. 

Adil Rashid (11) was caught behind off a
Mohammed Shami leg-cutter off what became
the last ball of the day. The paceman led India’s
attack with three wickets for 53 runs from 13.5

overs.  Last week saw Buttler display a well-
judged mixture of aggression and defence dur-
ing his maiden Test century, albeit one made
with India well on the way to a 203-run victory
that left them 2-1 down in this five-match series.

Those same qualities were on display in
Southampton, where Buttler made 85 on his Test
debut, also against India, four years ago. They
were needed after England slumped to 92 for
four-the 33rd time in 64 Test innings they had
been four wickets down for 100 or fewer runs.

Shami took two wickets in two balls separat-
ed by the lunch break before running out
England captain Joe Root for 48 with a direct
hit. England resumed yesterday on six without
loss.  They were then 21 runs behind, after
Cheteshwar Pujara’s excellent 132 not out, his
maiden Test century in England, had guided
India to a first-innings total of 27.

It had looked as if Jennings, under pressure
for his England place after a first-innings
nought, would bat through the morning until
Shami, from round the wicket, had him lbw for
36 with what became the last ball before lunch.

England had decided to play Jonny Bairstow
as a specialist batsman even though he was

nursing a broken finger suffered in the field at
Trent Bridge last week that meant he could not
keep wicket. Buttler, as he’d done at
Nottingham, took over the gloves.

It was a move that did not pay off, with
Bairstow suffering a second nought in three
innings when he extravagantly tried to drive a
Shami inswinger off the first ball he faced imme-
diately after lunch 

Root hads struck six fours when, called for a
risky single by all-rounder Ben Stoke, he failed
to beat Shami’s direct hit from mid-on.

Stokes, as he’d done at Nottingham, showed
plenty of grit with the bat in making 30 off 110
balls. His innings ended when he edged a well-
flighted delivery from off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin to Ajinkya Rahane at slip.

Buttler achieved a more even tempo, going to
fifty by cover-driving an Ashwin full-toss for his
fifth four in 96 balls. India took the new ball at a
sun-drenched Ageas Bowl with England 223 for
six off 82 overs. It had the effect they wanted
when Buttler, aiming across the line, was lbw to
Sharma. But 20-year-old left-hander Curran
struck Bumrah for two fours in as many balls,
including an elegant cover-drive. — AFP

Buttler’s fifty 
leaves India with 
tough run chase

SOUTHAMPTON: England’s Jos Buttler evades a short ball from India’s Jasprit Bumrah
during play on the third day of the fourth Test cricket match between England and
India at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton, south-west England yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Argentinian striker Sergio Aguero attempts an overhead kick during the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and Newcastle United at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester,
north west England, yesterday. — AFP


