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LEICESTER: A goalkeeping howler from Alisson saw
Liverpool concede for the first time this season, but they
held on to win 2-1 at Leicester and extend their 100 per
cent start to the Premier League season.

Goals from Sadio Mane and Roberto Firmino in the first
half gave table-toppers Liverpool a seemingly unassailable
lead. Leicester deservedly reduced the arrears through
Rachid Ghezzal, who punished an embarrassing blunder
from Alisson. It was the first goal Jurgen Klopp’s side had
conceded in 418 minutes of Premier League football going
back to May 6 and the first Alisson had let in  club football
since last season’s Champions League semi-final when he
was playing for Roma, against Liverpool.

But Leicester couldn’t find the equaliser as Liverpool’s
defence remained firm in front of Alisson to secure their
fourth successive win heading into the international break.
Alisson’s counterpart Kasper Schmeichel, making his
300th appearance for Leicester after signing a new con-
tract in midweek, was into the action within the first three
minutes. Mohamed Salah put Firmino through but he could
only fire against Schmeichel’s legs, and from the rebound,
Salah side-footed wide. The Reds took a 10th-minute lead
when Senegal winger Mane made the most of his ricochet
off Harry Maguire from Andrew Robertson’s cross to bury
left-footed to Schmeichel’s right for his third goal of the
season. Liverpool remained on top and Joe Gomez sent a

header looping well over the bar from Trent Alexander-
Arnold’s corner. Leicester’s first chance came in the 22nd
minute when Demarai Gray got away from a defender to
latch on to Ghezzal’s pass and squeezed in a shot that
Alisson smothered.

The home side continued to find it hard to open
Liverpool up, and were being forced to try their luck from
distance as James Maddison fired over from long range.

But they had eased themselves into the game and were
finally starting to give Klopp’s side something to think
about. Just as Leicester might have thought they had
turned the tide, Liverpool broke away quickly and doubled
their lead. Salah forced Schmeichel to push his shot around
the post, and from their second successive corner, Firmino
met James Milner’s flag-kick with a firm header into the far
corner of the net from 10 yards.

Leicester pressed to reduce the arrears following the
restart and Ghezzal surprised Alisson with a low cross that
bounced just wide of the far post. Maddison was the near-
ly man again in Leicester’s next attack, when only the out-
stretched leg of the lunging Gomez blocked a goal-bound
effort after he wriggled past Alexander-Arnold. Leicester
were having their best spell of the game as the hour mark
approached. Wes Morgan failed to sort his feet out from
point-blank range after Marc Albrighton and Gray also
missed contact from Ben Chilwell’s low centre.—AFP

Liverpool extend winning streak 
despite keeper’s Alisson blunder

Goals from Mane, Firmino give Liverpool a unassailable lead

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s French midfielder Nampalys Mendy (L) vies with Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder
Roberto Firmino during the English Premier League football match between Leicester City and Liverpool at
King Power Stadium in Leicester, central England yesterday. — AFP

JAMSHEDPUR: Australia’s record goal scorer Tim
Cahill has joined Indian Super League (ISL) side
Jamshedpur FC, the 38-year-old striker announced
yesterday. Cahill struggled for playing time at club
level last year and left A-League side Melbourne City
in December to return to Millwall — where he first
came to prominence 20 years ago — before being
released by the Championship club.

“I’m excited to announce that I’m signing for
Jamshedpur FC in the Indian Super League. I’ve been
really impressed in my conversations with the club by
their professionalism and goals for what they want to
achieve,” Cahill tweeted. “I know I can help the team
on and off the park with my leadership and experi-
ence. I want to help grow the game and encourage
young kids to play football.”

Jamshedpur did not specify specific details of the
contract that the former Everton player had signed.
Cahill, who scored 50 goals for Australia in a career
spanning 14 years, retired from international duty
after playing in his fourth World Cup in Russia earlier
this year. The hard-working forward will join up with
Spaniard Cesar Ferrando’s team in their pre-season
training camp at Madrid.

Jamshedpur, who were formed 14 months ago and
joined the ISL as part of its expansion to 10 teams
last season, struggled in front of goal and were fifth in
their maiden campaign. The fifth season of India’s top
flight gets underway on Sept 29. — Reuters
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Cardiff City v Arsenal FC 15:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Watford v Tottenham Hotspur 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Burnley v Manchester United 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Levante v Valencia C.F 13:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR
Deportivo Alaves v Espanyol 17:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
beIN SPORTS MAX 4 FR
Barcelona v Huesca 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR
Real Betis v Sevilla FC 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Fiorentina v Udinese Calcio 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
beIN SPORTS MAX 6 FR
Atalanta v Cagliari Calcio 21:30
beIN SPORTS MAX 6 FR
SS Lazio v Frosinone Calcio 21:30
beIN SPORTS MAX 4 FR
AC Chievo Verona v Empoli 21:30
beIN SPORTS MAX 7 FR
Torino FC v spal 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 13 EN
beIN SPORTS MAX 5 FR
UC Sampdoria v SSC Napoli 21:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR
Sassuolo Calcio v Genoa CFC 21:30
beIN SPORTS MAX 8 FR

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Leipzig v Fortuna D¸sseldorf 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
beIN SPORTS HD 2 FR
Schalke 04 v Hertha Berlin 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5
beIN SPORTS MAX 5 FR

FRENCH LEAGUE
Saint Etienne v Amiens SC 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR
Stade Rennais v Girondins de Bordeaux 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR
AS Monaco v Olympique Marseille 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

LONDON: Dwight Gayle fired West Bromwich Albion
to a 2-1 win over Championship rivals Stoke, while pro-
motion chasers Aston Villa were thrashed 4-1 at
Sheffield United yesterday. Albion and Stoke were both
relegated from the Premier League last season, but it
was the hosts who look more equipped for a quick
return on the evidence of their success at the
Hawthorns.

Gayle scored in the 16th and 59th minutes, while

Benik Afobe missed a penalty for Stoke. Erik Pieters’
reply for Stoke came way too late and Gary Rowett’s
side have only one win from six games.

Villa, beaten in last season’s play-off final, are aiming
to go one better this season. But at Bramall Lane, Jack
O’Connell put the Blades ahead after six minutes and
Mark Duffy added a deflected second. 

Oliver Norwood made it three before the break and
it was four thanks to Billy Sharp’s 49th minute strike.
Anwar El-Ghazi netted a consolation for Villa. Derby
left it late but continued their fine start under Frank
Lampard as they won 2-1 at Hull.

Recent signing Martyn Waghorn opened his account
from the spot 23 minutes in, but Todd Kane levelled
eight minutes after half-time.  Derby dug deep and won

it through Florian Jozefzoon with two minutes left.
Jozefzoon’s former club Brentford also impressed as

they beat Nottingham Forest 2-1. Lewis Macleod got
them going and although in-form Matty Cash replied,
Ollie Watkins won it deep into second half stoppage-
time. Adam Reach and Lucas Joao scored as Sheffield
Wednesday won 2-1 at Reading, Liam Moore replying
for the winless hosts. Bolton hit back to draw 2-2 at
Lancashire rivals Preston.  Callum Robinson and Alan
Browne put Preston two up inside 16 minutes, but
Sammy Amoebi and Pawel Olkowski levelled before the
break. Preston’s Ben Pearson was sent off late on. James
Vaughan’s goal 17 minutes from time earned Wigan a 1-
0 win over Rotherham, while Birmingham and QPR
drew 0-0. —AFP

Gayle boosts West
Brom, Villa routed

LONDON: Maurizio Sarri’s impressive start to life in
the Premier League gathered pace as Chelsea main-
tained their perfect start to the season with a 2-0 win
over Bournemouth yesterday. Sarri’s side appeared to
be in danger of dropping their first points of the season
against opponents who were also unbeaten coming into
this game.

But everything appears to be going right for Sarri at
the moment and his decision to introduce Pedro in the
65th minute was rewarded when the Spaniard struck
the opening goal just seven minutes later. Eden Hazard
wrapped up the win in the 85th minute at Stamford
Bridge to make it four wins from four league games
since former Napoli boss Sarri replaced Antonio Conte.

Having seen Liverpool win earlier in the day, Sarri
could be satisfied with the way Chelsea responded as
they kept pace with Jurgen Klopp’s side at the head of
the Premier League table. This game provided more
evidence that Chelsea are quickly buying into ‘Sarri-
ball’.  Eddie Howe studied the Italian’s methods when
Sarri was at Empoli and the Bournemouth manager
must think he was handed another lesson after his side
paid the price for a number of missed chances.

Sarri had warned before the opening game of the
league campaign that his side would face a difficult
start as he attempted to implement a very different
approach to that employed by Conte.

Early results have suggested otherwise, however.
Already Chelsea have demonstrated an ability to over-

come different kinds of tests, recovering to claim victo-
ry after squandering a two-goal lead against Arsenal in
the previous home game and finally breaking
Newcastle’s resolute defence last weekend.

The visit of Bournemouth was always going to pro-
vide another significant challenge with Howe’s side hav-
ing won at Stamford Bridge twice in the last three
years. Howe included Jefferson Lerma, the Colombia
World Cup player signed for a club record fee of £25
million ($32 million) from Levante, and left-back Diego
Rico for their Bournemouth debuts and switched to a
back three to contain Chelsea’s threat.

The move had only limited impact during a first half
that was dominated for long periods by the home side.
Yet while Chelsea enjoyed plenty of possession they
created only a few chances and could easily have found
themselves trailing at the interval.

It was not until the 44th minute that Chelsea looked
likely to find a way past Asmir Begovic, the former
Blues keeper, when Marcos Alonso struck a right foot
shot against the post from the edge of the penalty box.

Chelsea, though, had also demonstrated a degree of
vulnerability at the back, particularly when Callum
Wilson was left unmarked as he met Rico’s 30th minute
cross, only to divert the ball wide.

Sarri’s side had offered signs of their strengths and
weaknesses and were again fortunate to escape 12 min-
utes into the second half when Nathan Ake missed
another clear chance, spooning over from just four
yards following a corner. The Chelsea coach reacted by
introducing Pedro and Olivier Giroud in place of Willian
and Alvaro Morata and the home side started playing
with more purpose. 

Jorginho triggered the move that led to the opening
goal, playing the ball to Pedro who exchanged passes
with Giroud before finishing from the edge of the box
in the 72nd minute. And Hazard confirmed the victory
five minutes from the end with an incisive finish follow-
ing another assist from Alonso. — AFP

NEW YORK: Serena Williams crushed older sister
Venus 6-1 6-2 in a shockingly subdued third round
clash at the US Open on Friday to stay on track for a
record equalling 24th Grand Slam title. The meeting
between the famed tennis siblings had been hyped as
the biggest night of the US Open but turned into a
flat, uninspired spectacle as Serena simply outclassed
her sister.

The only moment of suspense in a contest all but
devoid of drama came in the second game when Serena
rolled over on her ankle, drawing gasps from the sellout
crowd. Serena was able to continue but at the first
changeover called a medical timeout and had her ankle
heavily strapped.

In the end, though, the only pain being felt was by
Venus, who suffered the equal worst defeat in 30
matches against her sister. “I roll my ankles a lot so I
just wanted to get it taped as tight as I could for the
rest of the match and see how I feel tomorrow,” Serena
said in an on-court interview.

“This was my best match since my return. I’ve
worked really hard for it ... and hopefully everything will
keep paying off,” she added. Seven times a Grand Slam
winner, Venus held her opening serve but it was all
downhill from there as a ruthless Serena swept through
the next seven games to take the opening set in a
breezy 31 minutes and a 2-0 lead in the second.

Venus would stop the skid holding her serve at 2-1
before Serena resumed the mugging by building a 5-1
lead before finishing off her sister with a thumping
forehand winner. The win was met with polite applause,
a hug at the net otherwise their was no evident joy in
the outcome.

The sellout crowd that surrounded Arthur Ashe
Stadium was kept waiting to enter as world number one
Rafa Nadal and Russian Karen Khachanov battled
inside in a breath-taking clash that set the bar high for
the main event.— Reuters

Serena crushes 
Venus in US 
Open showdown

Pedro, Hazard 
on target as 
Chelsea cruise

LONDON: Chelsea’s Belgian midfielder Eden Hazard (C) vies with Bournemouth’s Norwegian striker Joshua
King during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Bournemouth at Stamford Bridge
in London yesterday. — AFP


