
Sunday, September 2, 2018N e w s

Established 1961 24

Amir’s visit to US 
reflection of strong...
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We look forward to discussions with His Highness the Amir
and his delegation in Washington regarding Iran, develop-
ments in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, the ongoing GCC dispute, and
other issues. We look forward to working together further as
members of the United Nations Security Council, and in mak-
ing the work of the Council as effective as possible. More
broadly, the United States greatly appreciates Kuwait’s con-
sistent efforts, as envisioned by His Highness, to use diploma-
cy to help stabilize the region and to provide humanitarian
assistance throughout the world. Kuwaiti humanitarian assis-
tance is more than charity; it is an investment in the long-term

stability of its neighbors. The United States and Kuwait have
enjoyed a very productive year in our bilateral relations, high-
lighted by His Highness the Amir’s visit to the White House
last September. We set ourselves ambitious goals and I am
pleased to say that we met them in order to deepen and
broaden that relationship. I am confident that the Sept 5
meeting at the White House will mark the beginning of the
next period of growth in our relations.  

In this regard, we look forward to Kuwait’s hosting of the
Third US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue later this year. Since
their formation in Oct 2016, the working groups charged with
implementing ideas raised at our Strategic Dialogues have
been busy advancing cooperation in defense, security, trade,
investment, consular affairs and, of course, education. 

We expect new agreements, with new tangible benefits for
our peoples, to be signed at this third Strategic Dialogue in
Kuwait. I can assure you that the US Embassy in Kuwait will
continue to work all year-round to bring new benefits to the
Kuwaiti and American people.

Defense minister
orders officers’...
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According to the statement, Sheikh Nasser stressed
on taking all necessary actions against the responsible
officers and that he will follow up the investigations of
the committee directly to monitor all the proceedings
and access to the results so that the culprits can be
held accountable. 

He also emphasized his concern for students’ safety
and provision of full care for them throughout their
training at the military academy. Sheikh Nasser

thanked Minister of Justice and Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs Fahd Al-Afasi and Health Minister Sheikh Basel
Al-Sabah for their cooperation with the ministry of
defense to form a joint investigation committee, which
reflects the role and importance of efforts among the
various ministries of the state.

Later yesterday, Sheikh Nasser left the country to
continue his medical treatment abroad in response to
the medical team’s advice. The ministry of defense
affirmed in a statement that Sheikh Nasser had come
back to Kuwait to take part in funeral of the two stu-
dent officers. 

The minister on Thursday chaired a session of the
military defense council, ordering firm and immediate
measures to determine the circumstances of the stu-
dents’ demise. — KUNA 

Anger as US 
ends funding...
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The new policy on Jerusalem overturned decades of
precedent and prompted the Palestinian leadership to
break off relations with the White House. Palestinian
presidential spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeina said
Washington’s decision “promotes terrorism” and was a
violation of UN resolutions.

UNRWA, which was established in 1949, was
already facing a financial crisis after Trump announced
a $300 million funding freeze in January. The agency,
which assists more than five million registered
Palestinian refugees, says it now faces the threat of
major closures to its network of schools and health
centers. Mahmoud Mubarak, director of the communi-
ty-run committees that run the 19 refugee camps in the
West Bank which accommodate some 500,000
Palestinians, warned of the “very serious repercussions”
of the US move. Mubarak said representatives of the
committees would be meeting on Tuesday to discuss
their options. 

In the impoverished Gaza Strip, where most children
attend UNRWA schools, 55-year-old Hisham Saqallah
said the US move was “political blackmail” that would
merely increase unrest. “If they stop aid to schools, this
means destroying the futures of a large number of stu-
dents and throwing them into the street,” he said. “I do
not think that it can eliminate our Palestinian cause. It is

a just cause. If the aid is stopped, the Palestinian strug-
gle will continue.”

In Jalazone refugee camp near Ramallah in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank, Ayoub Abeidi, whose fami-
ly once lived in what is now the city of Lod in Israel,
said the decision was political. “Trump wants to finish
off UNRWA so he can terminate the right of refugees
(to return),” said Abeidi, 53. “Our right to return exists
and neither Trump nor anybody else can cancel it.”

UNRWA spokesman Chris Gunness said the agency
would try to make up a $217 million shortfall. “If not,
some of the most marginalized and vulnerable people
on the planet may well suffer,” he told AFP. “People are
going to become more desperate and marginalized,” he
said, warning of “dramatic, widespread, profound and
unpredictable” consequences. Jordan, which is one of
just two Arab countries to have signed a peace treaty
with Israel, already announced plans to organize a
fundraising conference on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New York next month.

State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert
said the US would “intensify dialogue with the United
Nations, host governments and international stake-
holders about new models and new approaches” for
assisting needy Palestinians. But Hugh Lovatt, an Israeli
and Palestinian affairs analyst at the European Council
on Foreign Relations, said Washington would find scant
support for its push for an alternative aid conduit. He
said it was an attempt to “unilaterally take the
Palestinian right of return off the table”. “But US
actions are misguided, dangerous, and won’t work...
neither Lebanon or Jordan can be expected to play
along,” he said. — Agencies 

Libyans endure 
baking summer... 
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The ongoing power shortages since dictator
Moamer Kadhafi was toppled in 2011 illustrate the fail-
ures of successive transitional authorities in the oil-rich
nation. Poor public services and dire living conditions
have largely persisted under the UN-backed
Government of National Accord, which was installed in
2016 and has committed to holding elections later this
year. But for many Libyans, including 53-year-old

Ramadan Al-Bouni, talk of a vote is fanciful without
first addressing people’s basic needs. “I want to laugh
when they talk to me about elections, a constitution or
a referendum,” said Bouni, who sells electrical goods.
“(I) don’t find the time or the energy to think about
things other than the hours wasted... in queueing up
outside the bank or the petrol station,” he said.

Gecol puts power supply shortages down to factors
including theft and vandalism. The company also says
numerous projects have been mothballed since 2011 as
foreign companies have pulled out of Libya due to
violence. “We run into difficulties, especially during
summer peak” demand, said Gecol spokesman
Mohammed Al-Tekouri. “But it’s also a consequence
of insecurity”.— AFP 

Saudi official hints 
at Qatar canal...
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In April, the pro-government Sabq news website
reported government plans to build a channel - 60 km
long and 200 m wide - stretching across the kingdom’s
border with Qatar. Part of the canal, which would cost
up to 2.8 billion riyals ($750 million), would be reserved
for a planned nuclear waste facility, it said. Five

unnamed companies that specialize in digging canals
had been invited to bid for the project and the winner
will be announced in September, Makkah newspaper
reported in June.

Saudi authorities did not respond to requests for com-
ment and there was no immediate reaction on the plan
from Qatar. After the dispute erupted last year, Qatar - a
small peninsula nation - found its only land border closed,
its state-owned airline barred from using its neighbors’
airspace, and Qatari residents expelled from the boy-
cotting countries. Mediation efforts led by Kuwait and the
US, which has its largest Middle East airbase in Qatar,
have so far failed to resolve the dispute. — AFP

DUBAI: Iran plans to boost its ballistic and cruise mis-
sile capacity and acquire modern fighter planes and
submarines, the Iranian state news agency IRNA quot-
ed a senior Defense Ministry official as saying yester-
day. News of the military development plans came a
day after Iran dismissed a French call for negotiations
on Tehran’s future nuclear plans, its ballistic missile
arsenal and its role in wars in Syria and Yemen, follow-
ing the US pullout from Tehran’s nuclear agreement
with world powers.

State media also reported the launch earlier this
week of war games involving some 150,000 volunteer
Basij militia members, who vowed to defend the
Islamic state against “foreign threats” including its
arch foe, the United States. Tehran is furious over US
President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw from
the accord on Iran’s nuclear program and re-impose
sanctions on Tehran.

Senior Iranian officials have warned the country will
not yield easily to a renewed US campaign to strangle
Iran’s vital oil exports. They say the country’s missile
program is solely for defense purposes and is not

negotiable as demanded by the United States and
European countries. “Increasing ballistic and cruise
missile capacity ... and the acquisition of next-genera-
tion fighters and heavy and long-range vessels and
submarines with various weapons capabilities are
among the new plans of this ministry,” said Mohammad
Ahadi, deputy defense minister for international affairs,
IRNA said.

Speaking to Tehran-based foreign military attaches,
Ahadi said international sanctions had not hampered
the development of Iran’s arms industry. “We have the
necessary infrastructure and what we need to do is
research and development, and at the same time
upgrade and update the defense industry while relying
on the country’s very high scientific capacities and tens
of thousands of graduates in technical fields and engi-
neering,” Ahadi was quoted as saying. He also defended
Iran’s role in conflicts in Iraq and Syria: “If Iran and its
allies in Syria and Iraq had not stopped Islamic State,
today the map of the region would be different and the
world would face a terrible challenge.”

Separately, the head of the Defense Ministry’s naval

industries said Iran was developing a water jet propul-
sion system that would be ready by next March and a
military commander said the air force planned to adopt
Iran’s new Kowsar fighter plane after successful tests,
the semi-official news agency Tasnim reported. Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani said last month the Islamic
Republic’s military prowess was what deterred
Washington from attacking it.

The exercises by the Basij militia, which are led by
the elite Revolutionary Guards, come ahead of massive
annual rallies planned for later this month to mark the
start of the 1980s Iran-Iraq war. “The motto of these
war games is unity ... and to declare that, when it comes
to adversity and threats from foreigners, we all join to
defend the (Islamic Republic’s) system,” Basij com-
mander Gholam-Hossein Gheibparvar was quoted as
saying by IRNA. 

Tehran rejects Reuters report
Meanwhile, Iran yesterday rejected a Reuters report

that Tehran has moved missiles to Iraq, saying it aimed
to hurt Iran’s ties with neighbors, IRNA reported. “Such

false and ridiculous news have no purpose other than
affecting Iran’s foreign relations, especially with its
neighbors,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram
Qassemi said, according to IRNA. Iranian, Iraqi and
Western sources have told Reuters that Iran has given
ballistic missiles to Shiite proxies in Iraq and is devel-
oping the capacity to build more there. “This news is
solely aimed at creating fears in the countries of the
region,” Qassemi added.

Any sign that Iran is preparing a more aggressive
missile policy in Iraq will exacerbate tensions between
Tehran and Washington. It would also embarrass
France, Germany and the United Kingdom, the three
European signatories to the nuclear deal, as they have
been trying to salvage the agreement despite new US
sanctions against Tehran. 

According to three Iranian officials, two Iraqi intelli-
gence sources and two Western intelligence sources,
Iran has transferred short-range ballistic missiles to
allies in Iraq over the last few months. Five of the offi-
cials said it was helping those groups to start making
their own. — Reuters 

Iran plans to boost ballistic 
and cruise missile capacity

Govt rejects report Tehran has moved missiles to Iraq

Lights of ultra trailers walking past the Combal lake are seen as they compete in the 170 km Ultra-Trail of Mont-Blanc (UTMB) race around the Mont-Blanc, crossing France, Italy and Switzerland, yesterday in Chamonix. The 16th UTMB, a mountain
ultra-marathon with numerous passages in high altitude (above 2500m) and in difficult weather conditions (night, wind, cold, rain or snow) takes place once a year in the Alps. — AFP 


