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For someone traveling on a budget, the idea
of enjoying a vacation in an island resort
might seem to be out of the question,

especially for families traveling with kids. But at
Jakarta’s Thousand Islands, with their sandy
beach resorts, crystal-clear waters, fantastic
weather, family-friendly activities and affordable
options, this dream is more real than you think.

On the second day of our trip, we were tak-
en on a boat cruise to Pantara Island where we
spent the night at its Pulau Seribu resort. It
takes a 2-3 hour speedboat trip to reach the
island (do note that there is only one boat trip a
day to the island, which sets sail at 9:00 am).
But other islands can be reached in less time;
some of which in a mere half hour. We were
overwhelmed by the reception we received by
the Pulau Seribu Marine Resort’s staff once we

reached the island. The resort offers guests the
chance to enjoy many water activities. You can
enjoy snorkeling in the island’s amazing green
waters and take a closer look of its wide vari-
eties of corals and marine biodiversity, swim or
simply relax on the beach under its blue sky
and warm sun. At night, the island offers an
unmatched experience of enjoying the breath-
taking view of the full moon and its reflection
on the seawater, or relaxing under the dazzling
starry sky on moonless nights.

Perhaps the thing that separates the
Thousand Islands from their peers is their abili-
ty to offer guests the true experience of being

one with nature. The facilities in Pantara Island
are simple; they have everything to make visi-
tors feel comfortable, but are designed and
built in a way that provides the perfect setting
for people looking to enjoy nature.

The cottages offer everything a guest needs,
but are made to blend in with their natural sur-
roundings in order to give the tourist a chance to
reunite with nature. This makes the island a per-
fect getaway for those who are looking to
escape from the city’s busy lifestyle.
Furthermore, a tourist can combine Jakarta’s city
experience and the Thousand Islands’ relaxing
atmosphere to create an unforgettable holiday.

While the name suggests otherwise, the
Thousand Islands consist of 110 islands where
20,000 people live on 11 islands only. Some of the
rest are turned into island resorts, while there are

plenty others that remain open for investment.
The islands are already very popular among
domestic tourists who throng its resorts during
holidays to enjoy the various water activities pro-
vided there such as snorkeling, diving and swim-
ming, or have fun under the sun on their beautiful
sandy beaches.  

Whether you are looking for the perfect
escape from the city’s busy life, spending a vaca-
tion on an island resort with your family, or that
secret honeymoon spot where you can spend the
time of your life with your loved one, Jakarta’s
Thousand Islands is the answer. 
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Tourists walk inside the Pulau Seribu resort. The clear waters of Pantara Island. The swimming pool at Pulau Seribu resort.

A man practicing in the archery field at the Gelora Bung Karno (GBK) Sports Complex. The main swimming pool at the Gelora Bung Karno (GBK) Sports Complex. The basketball court at the Gelora Bung Karno (GBK) Sports Complex.

Sunset at Pantara Island. The coral rich waters of Pantara Island. A view of the Pulau Seribu resort seen from the entrance way.

The entrance way to the
Pulau Seribu resort.

A cottage inside the Pulau Seribu resort.

Tennis courts at the Pulau Seribu resort. The restaurant at Pulau Seribu resort.

2018 Asian Games
We were taken on the final day of our trip

on a tour of the facilities that were prepared to
host the 2018 Asian Games, in Jakarta from
August 18 to September 2, 2018. We visited the
Gelora Bung Karno (GBK) Sports Complex,
where the majority of the activ-
ities are hosted. Built in 1962 to
host the first Asian games, the
place has undergone full reno-
vations to host the current
tournament.

Perhaps the most notable
among GBK’s facilities is the
Istora Stadium for badminton;
Indonesia’s national sport,
with its 7,110-seat capacity.
The complex also includes an
aquatic center (8,630 seats),
basketball hall (2,920 seats),
archery field and many others.
An estimated 70,145 athletes
and officials from 45 countries
are participating in the tour-
nament. An estimated 7,000
media personnel are covering
the event, while nearly 30,000 volunteers and
workers are participating, with expected
viewership of 5 billion viewers from around
the world.

Tourist attractions
Jakarta is certainly not short of tourist

attractions where visitors can spend some
memorable time, including the National

Monument (Monas) which symbolizes
Indonesians’ struggle for independence, the
Istiqlal Mosque which is considered one of the
largest in Asia, the Jakarta Old Town with its
historic buildings that date back to the Dutch
colonial era and Thousand Islands with their

breathtaking scenery. The city
is also filled with museums and
traditional markets where visi-
tors can take trips down mem-
ory lane, as well as parks
where they can enjoy a break
from city life. One thing you
will always see in Jakarta is the
smile on people’s faces, giving
the tourist the feeling that they
are welcomed by the whole
city and are always invited to
enjoy its endless hospitality.

Jakarta is also carving its
niche as one of the most popu-
lar halal tourism destinations in
the world. “The governor’s plan
is to focus on developing
tourism, with special focus on
making Jakarta a destination for

halal tourism,” said Sherly Yuliana, Head of
International Marketing Section at the Jakarta
Tourism and Culture Office. “Regulations are
being pushed, and cooperation is ongoing to
reach the goal of making Jakarta the main desti-
nation for halal tourism.”

Affordability is one of the coolest advan-
tages of Jakarta, as a tourist can realistically
stay in a downtown five-star hotel for nearly

half the price compared to capitals of other
nearby countries. Dining in Jakarta is an
adventure of its own; not only is the
Indonesian cuisine fi l led with countless
options of delicious foods, but every island has
its own way of preparing each traditional dish.
For example, you can try different variations
of the popular Nasi Goreng dish, and every
time feel like you’ve experienced something
completely different.

Diversity, hospitality, halal-friendliness, cool
weather and affordability are some of the quali-
ties that Jakarta enjoys and which distinguish
the Indonesian capital from other popular
Southwest Asian destinations. “You can find all
you need in Jakarta,” Yuliana stressed. “We
have a lot of beaches, culture, ethnic diversity,
mountains, and other things which are different
from one island to another. Because of its
nature, there is a lot of potential for tourism and
investment in Indonesia.”

On the first day of our trip, we attend-
ed the ‘Abang None Jakarta’, an
annual event to select ‘Mr and Ms

Jakarta’ who will serve after their selection
as activists to help promote tourism, invest-
ment and other sectors in the capital city.
“As tourism ambassadors, they will have the
duty to promote Jakarta as a tourist desti-
nation around the globe,” said Hari Wibowo,
Head of Destination and Marketing in
Jakarta Tourism Division.

Nearly 1,000 contestants from Jakarta,
aged between 18 and 25, compete in competi-
tions that test their skills and knowledge

about the city, its history, culture, etc. The
ability to speak one or more foreign lan-
guages gives a contestant an extra advantage.

We arrived in time to attend the final
round of Abang None Jakarta, where 36
finalists (six contestants from each of
Jakarta’s six regions), divided into 18 cou-
ples, competed to be named ‘Mr and Ms
Jakarta’. The winning couple receive 100
million rupiah ($10,000) each. Furthermore,
the event provides a platform for the con-
testants to showcase their talents, as even
those who do not win can become celebri-
ties such as movie stars and news anchors.

Abang None Jakarta: Selecting ‘Mr and Ms Jakarta’

William Sabandar, President
Director of MRT Jakarta, speaks

to the media delegation. 

The winning couples pose at the finals of the Abang None Jakarta.

The water polo pool at the Gelora Bung Karno
(GBK) Sports Complex.


