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T r a v e l
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Southeast Asia is already among the world’s
most popular touristic destinations, and
Indonesia is increasingly becoming a

favorite spot for tourists from the Middle East,
who are capitalizing on the endless variety of
options that the country has to offer. The capital
Jakarta has everything a tourist would look for,
including touristic attractions, beach resorts, fine
weather throughout the year, high-end and tra-
ditional markets, easy public transport and
countless of restaurants offering all kinds of
Indonesian food.

The office of Jakarta’s governor recently
organized a business trip for media representa-
tives from Kuwait to oversee the progress the
city is witnessing and become familiar with the
many potential business ventures that Jakarta
has. Roaming around Jakarta gives you a
glimpse of the rapid growth that the city and the
whole country are undergoing. Indonesia main-
tained strong economic growth in 2017, and the
outlook continues to be positive, according to
the World Bank’s March 2018 Indonesia
Economic Quarterly. That growth can especially
be seen in Jakarta, a city buzzing with life all day

long. Road, infrastructure and other develop-
mental projects are taking place around Jakarta,
with plenty of investment opportunities still
available in the ever-growing city.

Public transportation
Like any other metropolitan city around the

world, Jakarta records heavy traffic throughout
the day, especially during the morning hours
when its population reaches around 15 million,
compared to the night when the population
drops back to its normal 10 million rate as
workers from nearby areas return home. But
traffic is not an issue for tourists in the city -
Jakarta has multiple public transportation
options that help tourists reach their desired
destinations in time, including free-of-charge
tourist buses as well as the special ‘Trans
Jakarta’ bus which has its own lanes and sta-
tions to help save time.

Furthermore, Jakarta is embarking on sever-
al major infrastructure projects for public trans-
portation, the most notable of which is the
ambitious Jakarta Mass Rapid Transit (MRT
Jakarta) system, a subway network that is pro-
jected to serve the Greater Jakarta area.

The first phase of the project extends over

16 kilometers from south Jakarta to the city
center. It is currently 95 percent complete, and
is set to enter operation by March 2019. “The
network is expected to carry around 173,000
passengers per day, according to calculations,”

said William Sabandar, President Director of
MRT Jakarta. “Operations will run every day
from 5:00 am to 12:00 am, with a train arriving
every five minutes during peak hours, and every
10 minutes during normal hours.”

Each train consists of six cars, and can car-
ry 1,900 passengers at a time. Running at 50
kph, the train moving from the one end of the
route would reach the other end in 30 minutes,
effectively cutting a distance that would usual-
ly take one and a half hours by car to nearly
half an hour.

The total cost of the first phase of the proj-
ect, which consists of 13 stations, is $1.2 billion -
all financed through public funding. The state-
owned company is seeking foreign investors to
further develop the project, and according to
Sabandar, a number of private investors from
the Arab region showed interest during a recent
function the company participated in in Dubai.

The second phase of the project includes
building an eight-kilometer-long track to con-
nect the city center to the north of Jakarta. The
$1.5 billion project is slated to start by the end
of this year or early next year, and end in 2024.
Meanwhile, the third and largest phase of the
project, which extends over 31 kilometers from
the east to the west of Jakarta, is expected to
start in 2020, according to Sabandar. In total,
the MRT Jakarta would cover an estimated
total of 200 kilometers in length, serving the
entire Greater Jakarta area.
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