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US presses ahead with Mexico 
trade pact, Canada talks go on

WASHINGTON: The United States is pressing ahead with
a free trade pact with Mexico, but whether Canada will
join depends on a new round of talks next week, after
negotiations ended Friday without an agreement.

Officials had appeared to be on track to reach a deal
that would rewrite the North American Free Trade
Agreement, but in a bizarre twist, inflammatory comments
from President Donald Trump angered Canadian officials
and threatened to upend the talks.

The US and Mexico announced a breakthrough accord
on Monday, potentially leaving Canada out in the cold if no
deal is reached, but Ottawa’s foreign minister insisted that
a “win-win-win” agreement is within reach.

US and Canadian officials said talks will resume on
Wednesday, but the White House already notified
Congress Friday of its “intent to sign a trade agreement
with Mexico-and Canada, if it is willing — 90 days
from now.”

The White House now has 30 days before it must pres-
ent the full text of the new agreement to Congress, which
will give Ottawa and Washington time to iron out remain-
ing differences.

‘Win-win-win’ 
“We know that a win-win-win agreement is within

reach,” Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland told reporters
after a week of talks to rewrite the 25-year-old NAFTA.
“With good will and flexibility on all sides, I know we can
get there.” However, she repeated that Canada will only
sign an agreement that is in its national interest.  “We’ll
keep talking until we reach a good deal,” Freeland said.

US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer said the
negotiations over the past four days were “constructive,
and we made progress.

“Our officials are continuing to work toward agreement.
The USTR team will meet with Minister Freeland and her
colleagues Wednesday of next week,” he said in a state-

ment. Lighthizer stressed that the new agreement will have
“huge benefits for our workers, farmers, ranchers, and
businesses.” After the US and Mexico reached an agree-
ment on new rules for auto trade, and tougher protections
for workers and intellectual property, talks with Canada
were hung up on the mechanisms used to resolve disputes
among partners, and on Ottawa’s strictly controlled dairy
sector. “I think all three countries have worked together
very productively, and we’re getting more and more excit-
ed about the results,” a senior US official told reporters.

But the official said that Washington could go ahead
with just Mexico if Canada decides not to sign on to the
near trade deal.

Mexican officials stressed in a joint statement that they
are “continuing to promote an agreement to which Canada
is a party.” Jake Colvin of the National Foreign Trade
Council agreed with that priority, saying: “Our strong
preference is for a trilateral” agreement.

“That’s the preference of the business community, and
the preference of Congress,” Colvin said.

‘I can’t kill these people’ 
As negotiations went down to the wire earlier on Friday,

Trump, who has been highly critical of Canada’s managed
dairy market, confirmed he was taking a hardline stance in
the talks. Then the Toronto Star reported that Trump
boasted in an interview that he was playing hardball with
Canada in the negotiations. “If I say no-the answer’s no. If
I say no, then you’re going to put that, and it’s going to be
so insulting they’re not going to be able to make a deal... I
can’t kill these people,” the newspaper quoted Trump as
saying off-the-record during an interview with Bloomberg.

While Freeland said the US trade team was negotiating
in good faith, a Canadian source told AFP that Ottawa
expressed their disapproval to Lighthizer.

The Star said officials in the government of Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, who had been optimistic about

reaching a deal with Washington, were angered by the
reported comments.

Trump lashed out on Twitter for what he said was a
breach of an off-the-record agreement, but he confirmed
that he was taking a hardline stance in the talks.

“Wow, I made OFF THE RECORD COMMENTS to
Bloomberg concerning Canada, and this powerful under-
standing was BLATANTLY VIOLATED. Oh well, just more
dishonest reporting. I am used to it,” Trump tweeted. “At
least Canada knows where I stand!” — AFP

Award winning 
HUAWEI P20 Pro:  
Leading the 
innovation agenda 
KUWAIT: Huawei recently grabbed headlines when it
climbed up to become the second smartphone vendor
globally. As reported by IDC, Huawei’s Q2 2018 glob-
al smartphone market share increased to 15.8 per-
cent, solidifying the brand’s new ranking. 

With Android smartphone makers dominating the
industry, the battle for best smartphone camera is
currently being led by the HUAWEI P20 Pro. It is one
of the first smartphones with cameras that surpass
the 100-mark threshold on the DxOMark leader-
board, an independent industry benchmark that sci-
entifically assesses image quality of smartphones,
lenses and cameras.   

Huawei, driven by innovation, has been leading the
development and use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
its devices. The brand took the smartphone industry
by storm with the launch of HUAWEI P20 Pro earlier
this year. While it is a known fact that most smart-
phone makers face challenges when it comes to offer-
ing low light or night mode photography as a feature,
however, HUAWEI P20 Pro has made this a thing of
the past. 

The innovative device is powered by the world’s
first Leica triple camera that has unparalleled low-
light photography capability. The path-breaking
smartphone is enabled with AI Image Stabilization
that allows one to capture incredible blur-free, hand-
held shots in low-light using Night Mode, without the
need for a tripod. Moreover, its night mode also bal-
ances high-contrast scenes for effortlessly clear,
light-balanced pictures in any setting, sometimes
capturing scenes that even the naked eye cannot see.
Enabled with AI scene recognition, the device can
automatically recognize 500 scenarios in 19 cate-
gories of scenes and then adjusts the camera settings
automatically to deliver incredible, professional-look-
ing images. 

HUAWEI’s P20 Pro also offers 5x Hybrid Zoom -
one of the most powerful zoom ever on a smart phone
camera and with HUAWEI’s AI capabilities quality
loss in pictures is absolutely minimal.  

Without a doubt, a camera is one of the most
important features we all look for in a phone and with
such state-of-the-art features, HUAWEI P20 Pro will
turn any user into a professional photographer. 

Looking at these amazing features, it comes with-
out a surprise that the HUAWEI P20 Pro has
secured several accolades globally and is definitely
in the run for being one of the best phones launched
this year, with one of the recent achievements being
named as “EISA Best Smartphone 2018-2019” an
award from the European Image and Sound
Association (EISA), a group comprising 55 of the
world’s most respected consumer electronics maga-
zines. This is the sixth consecutive year that Huawei
has been recognized by EISA. The global shipments
of the HUWAEI P20 series have surpassed 9 million
in the first half of 2018, a testament of its success
amongst users globally.

While being an award winning smartphone for its
features, HUAWEI P20 Pro’s design and colour is also
a testament of Huawei’s continued commitment to
innovation. The smartphone’s stunning and unique
gradient twilight colors are set to up the style quo-
tient of any fashionista, while adding to their personal
style statement. 

With no other smartphone maker offering such
innovative features in recent times, it is safe to say
that HUAWEI P20 Pro continues to be a leader in
comparison to other smartphones in the same cate-
gory, offering breakthrough technology that makes its
smartphones a class apart from everything else avail-
able in the market. 

Trump comments anger Canadian officials

Dell Technologies 
announces new 
IoT solutions 
KUWAIT: Dell Technologies’ Edge
and IoT Solutions Division is
announcing new solutions and bundles
to simplify deployment of secure,
scalable solutions for edge computing
and IoT use cases. With these solutions,
Dell Technologies is combining tools
from its broad portfolio with technology
from Intel and partners in the Dell
Technologies IoT Solutions Partner
Program. This will drive workloads for
computer vision - enabled by imaging
sensors - and machine intelligence -
characterized by structured telemetry
from sensors and control systems. Dell
Technologies has collaborated with Intel, who has helped advance
these solutions with their computer vision and analytics technologies.

“Workloads and use cases for computer vision and machine intel-
ligence require different combinations of tools, but the computing
infrastructure elements are the same,” said Joyce Mullen, president,
Global Channel, OEM and IOT Solutions at Dell Technologies. “Dell
Technologies provides a scalable, secure, manageable and open
infrastructure - spanning edge to cloud - so customers and partners
can realize value today and build a foundation to support these
workloads and case studies in the future.”

Cameras provide rich information about the physical world, but
the deluge of video data creates too much data for humans to cost-
effectively monitor for real-time decision making. Applying analytics,
such as Artificial Intelligence, to these data streams automates pow-
erful, actionable insights. Events driven by computer vision and ana-
lyzed together with telemetry from machines - including data that
imaging sensors cannot provide, such as voltage, current and pres-
sure - results in even more powerful insights. 

Because of rapid evolution in the IoT market and the fast pace of
innovation required to stay competitive, many customers now
require an ‘IT grade’ infrastructure. This should include a security-
first perspective to support scalability, data diversity and the
increasingly complex needs of connected devices.

Integrating solutions 
By enabling computer vision with Dell Technologies IoT solutions,

customers can more accurately, efficiently and effectively “see” rele-
vant information pertaining to areas such as public safety, customer
experience, and product inventory and quality. Surveillance is the first
use case to which Dell Technologies has applied computer vision, so
customers can more cost-effectively monitor events in the physical
world and automate decision making. The IoT Solution for
Surveillance is specifically built to transform and simplify how sur-
veillance technology is delivered with an easy to deploy and manage
hyper-converged, software-defined solution. Available later this year
to purchase as a package, the engineered, pre-integrated solution
will provide a consistent foundation from edge to distributed core to
cloud. It will also be ready to run on day one with customer data to
speed the return on investment. The solution is currently available as
a reference architecture to align systems and build a framework for
computer vision learning and adoption for other use cases.

WASHINGTON: Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland speaks at a press conference on Friday at the Embassy of
Canada in Washington, DC. —  AFP

Warba Bank announces 
winners of Al-Sunbula
weekly draws
KUWAIT: Warba Bank, “the Best investment Bank” and
“Best Corporate Bank” in Kuwait, held the 30th and 31st
Al-Sunbula Account weekly draws in parallel as the 30th
draw was postponed due to Eid Al-Adha holidays. The
draw announced the 10 lucky winners in the presence of
representatives from the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry and Bank officials. 

The bank proudly announced the lucky 5 winners of
week 30 who won KD 1,000 each: Abdullah Dhuhawi
Faddan Al-Dhafeeri,  Abdulmalek Mohammad Hasan
Keewan, Khaled Mohammad Saleh Al-Ajeel, Maali Bassam
Dandan Saad Mzaiel and Fawaz Khaled Yaseen Muhalhel
Al-Yaseen.

The bank also announced the lucky 5 winners of week

31 who won KD 1,000 each: Amer Mousa Mohammad Al-
Yasjeen, Tala Bader Hamed Al-Mulla, Fayez Turki Waqqaf
Al-Enezi, Hani Abdulati Abdulfattah Al-Tantawi and Salah
Khalaf Awwad Al-Fadhli.

Al-Sunbula Account is the perfect choice for all cus-
tomers who wish to save money and achieve steady
returns while simultaneously have the opportunity to win
cash prizes throughout the year.  Due to the high traffic on
this account, for its offerings of unparalleled opportunities,
Warba Bank has worked on enhancing Al-Sunbula account
to provide customers with more benefits. Such enhance-
ments include increasing the number of winners and the
frequency of the draws.  

Now, on every Thursday the Bank holds draws for 5
weekly winners of KD 1,000 each. In addition, the Bank
continues its monthly draws held on the first Thursday of
every month, with cash prizes of KD 30,000 divided
amongst 4 winners: two winners getting KD 10,000 each,
and two winners getting KD 5,000 each.

Thus, the new development of Al-Sunbula account has
increased the total number of winners to 24, and the total
amount of prizes to KD 50,000 instead of KD 30,000.  As

for the chances for winning, each customer is eligible to
enter the draw against each KD 10. It is noteworthy, that
Warba Bank has recently launched the Al-Sunbula Fixed
Deposit, which provides depositors with high returns of up
to 3 percent, as well as getting monthly chances to win in
Al-Sunbula Account draws.

Furthermore, Warba Bank has launched its latest
Customer Onboarding solution, in line with its ambitious
five-year strategy that enables non-Warba Bank cus-
tomers to request opening Al-Sunbula account in an
easy electronic manner through the Bank’s website
without having to visit any of the Bank’s branches, by
following 5 simple steps that might take up to 5 minutes.
New customers will be able to request opening the
account at anytime, anywhere, and the Bank will receive,
process and pass the new application for approval
through whole new and unique electronic system used
to implement this service. Warba Staff will then contact
the customer to determine the appropriate time to visit
the branch to get required signatures, verify the cus-
tomer’s identity, deliver his/her debit card, and activate
the account. 

ABK offers 10 lucky 
students chance 
to experience an 
adventure for 2!  
KUWAIT: In line with its commitment to offer the
best banking experience to customers of all ages,
Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) is launching  its
“Experience an Adventure” campaign that gives
university students the chance to win unique trips in
a bi-monthly draw. Starting September 2nd until
January 20th 2019, ABK’s A+ Student Account
holders will enter 10 draws. 

During the bi-monthly draws, one lucky student
between the ages of 18 and 25 will be eligible for a
pre-selected travel prize. To make the experience
more exciting, ABK is also extending the chance for
winners to invite a friend or family member to
accompany them in their exhilarating voyage. In
addition to the free adventure, winners will be given
a FREE prepaid card worth KD 200. 

Offered in partnership with Al-Qiblah Travel &
Tourism, winners will receive an all-inclusive pack-
age to visit and explore one of the following desti-
nations:

● Abu Dhabi Sir Bani Yas Island Day Trip
(Snorkeling inclusive)

● Jordan Wadi Mujib (Dead Sea) and Ziplining
Trip 

● Atlantis Dubai Dolphin Adventure 
● Hot Air Balloon Ride- Dubai 
● Sky Dive Dubai 
● YAS Waterworld VIP Experience
● YAS Ferrari World VIP Experience 
● Dinner in the Sky Dubai Experience 
● Zipline- Dubai 
● Qatar Desert Safari trip

26 new winners in 
Al-Hassad Islamic
account this week
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank recently conducted its Al-
Hassad Islamic account weekly draw, Kuwait’s leading
sharia-compliant rewards program that offers a broad
range of prizes to the largest number of winners, on the
29th  of August 2018. The account provides 26 weekly
prizes that are comprised of KD 25,000 as a grand
prize and 25 other prizes valued at KD 1,000 each.
AUB also offers four quarterly prizes that are valued at
KD 250,000 to each winner allowing them to achieve
their dreams of travelling, studying abroad, or owning
their dream home or car.

On this occasion Ahli United Bank announced,
“With this draw, we are adding 26 new winners and

prizes to the Al-Hassad Islamic account whereby, the
total number of winners annually will include more
than 1300. The weekly grand prize winner of KD
25,000 Salem Eid Al-Enezi. 25 other winners won
prizes of KD 1,000 and are as follows: Bader Habeb
Al-Awad, Musaed Raheel Al-Enzi, Ardeshir
Abdolhossein Sabouhian, Mohyi Ali Motlaq, Abdullah
Faleh Almehjan, Mohammad Ahmad Al-Rasheed,
Souad Mohamed Sabah, Naousheen Faruki Faruki,
Naflh Mnahi Ajmi, Ali Mohammad Yousef, Yousef
Mohammad Al-Musallam, Khawlah Othman Al-
Othman, Ali Alsayed Al-Musawi, Ahmad Hussain
Ebrahim, Barges Homoud Al-Barges, Khaled
Mohammad Al-Muhanna, Reem Ebrahim Al-Husain,
Zaid Fahad Al-Zaid, Jaafar Mansoor Naser, Hasan
Fadhel Al-Dhaif, Bashar Hashim Al-Mishqab, Leena
Khalifa Sulaibeekh, Ali Moh’d Shekar, Faisal Aadam
Qaher and Ali Jawad Al-Mishal.                                                                             

Al-Hassad Islamic account’s customers in Kuwait
and Bahrain are eligible to participate in the draw in
line with the program’s terms and conditions. 

KGL awarded a 
$6.4m govt 
contract for KOC
KUWAIT: Kuwait & Gulf
Link Transport Company
(KGL) announced that one
of its subsidiaries KGL
Transportation was
awarded a government
contract for the supply of
firefighting equipment to
Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC) for KD1.94 ($6.4
million), where the expect-
ed return is expected to
be around 5 percent of the
contract.

Mohammed Mirza, Chief Technical Officer of
the company, said: “Since its inception, the compa-
ny has been striving to be a successful and pio-
neering model by working in an organized manner
to build what private or public institutions need to
develop their economic structure to be able to face
competitive market conditions.

Mirza said that the company would provide fire-
fighting equipment to meet the requirements of
KOC due of the need for strict measures to provide
the highest standards of safety in firefighting
equipment. 

“There is no doubt that the presence of fire-
fighting equipment is very important even if not
used for many years; the time may come when the
equipment becomes a shield to fight fire or to save
lives from sudden fire given the sensitivity of the oil
extraction process by KOC”.

Joyce Mullen 

Mohammed Mirza


