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NEW YORK: She hasn’t yet taken off in the polls, but as
actress Cynthia Nixon seeks the Democratic nomination for
governor of New York, she has managed to push incumbent
Andrew Cuomo to the left while raising concerns among
other establishment Democrats about the party’s rising and
restive progressive wing. The 60-year-old Cuomo — whose
father, the late Mario Cuomo, was himself a respected gov-
ernor — is the embodiment of an establishment Democrat
and remains strongly favored in the state’s September 13
primary election. 

The most recent poll, published July 31 by Siena College,
gave him a lopsided 31-point lead
over Nixon. Another survey,
released July 18 by Quinnipiac
University, showed him with an
even wider 36-point lead. With a
campaign budget exceeding $30
million, Cuomo can flood the air-
waves with ads extoll ing his
record and positioning him as a
last l ine of defense against a
president, Donald Trump, who
took only one-third of the state’s
vote in 2016. 

For her part, Nixon has refused to accept the big dona-
tions from wealthy individuals, unions and corporations that
Cuomo has raked in, relying instead on small donors, an
aggressive use of social media and an enthusiastic base of
supporters. Still, the sometimes biting tone and personal
attacks Cuomo lobbed at the “Sex and the City” star during
their lone televised debate Wednesday suggested that the
two-term governor does not think he is out of danger. 

“Can you stop interrupting me?” an exasperated Cuomo
snapped at one point, prompting Nixon to shoot back, “Can
you stop lying?” The 52-year-old actress and activist has
never held elected office, but is clearly at ease before the
public. Cuomo had not taken part in a debate since 2006. The

fact he agreed to a televised faceoff against Nixon showed he
“is sufficiently worried (and)... did not want to take his oppo-
nent for granted,” said Robert Shapiro, a political science
professor at Columbia University in New York.

As progressive as she is 
“Her running has pushed him to the left politically,”

Shapiro said. “He needed to be on the stage with her to show
that, on certain issues, he compares in a sufficiently liberal
way.” Cuomo is now quick to describe himself as a “progres-
sive leader,” citing his work for the homeless, the environment

and for a higher minimum wage.
Since Nixon announced her
candidacy he has begun saying
he is open to legalizing recre-
ational marijuana.

Nixon, an openly bisexual
mother of three, has long been
active in the causes of public
education and LGBTQ rights.
She describes herself as a
“socialist.” She has denounced
Democratic establishment fig-
ures as being overly cozy with

Wall Street bosses. And she advocates for working-class
people and minorities in areas as diverse as housing, educa-
tion, justice and transportation.

Her positions are largely in line with those of Bernie
Sanders, the radical Vermont politician who lost to Clinton in
the 2016 Democratic presidential primaries.  She is even clos-
er to the stances of the young Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez, who
stunned the political world in late June when she won a New
York primary election against greatly favored Democratic
heavyweight Joe Crowley. Ocasio-Cortez’s victory galvanized
the Democrats’ progressive wing, which scored another vic-
tory on Tuesday in Florida. In a major upset, Democratic pri-
mary voters there chose Andrew Gillum — a black progres-

sive backed by Sanders — to represent the party in the
November election for governor. Can Nixon similarly beat the
odds to become the first woman to govern New York’s 20
million people? 

A Democratic microcosm 
Shapiro and most other observers consider a Nixon victo-

ry unlikely but not impossible. “Her campaign should be taken
seriously,” said Michael G. Miller, assistant professor of politi-
cal science at New York’s Barnard College. He said New York,
a Democratic bastion, is something of a microcosm of the

national debate within the party over how to respond to the
Trump phenomenon. 

What makes New York different, he added, “is there is a
greater chance for a candidate like Nixon to win, compared
to places like Midwestern states like Ohio or Minnesota,
where Democratic candidates have to walk the line on guns
or fiscal issues.” Miller said the debate between centrists and
progressives could benefit the party. But some Democratic
strategists fear the party could be caught up in an internecine
tempest such as divided establishment Republicans from the
ultraconservative Tea Party movement in 2010. — AFP
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Gangster turned 
lawmaker new
face of Mexican
politics
SAN LUIS POTOSI, Mexico: Pedro
Carrizales’s body is a hodge-podge of
scars and tattoos that tell the story of how
he went from street-gang thug to Mexican
state congressman, reborn like the mythical
phoenix inked on his chest. Carrizales, 39,
is part of a deluge of political outsiders
who won office for Morena, the party of
President-elect Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador, in Mexico’s July 1 elections.

Better known by his street name, “El
Mijis,” Carrizales is seen as a symbol of the
new Mexican politics: Voters rejected the
two parties that had run the country for 89
years in favor of an anti-establishment left-
ist and the upstart party he founded just
four years ago. As of Saturday, the start of
the new legislative session, Morena and its
allies will have an absolute majority in both
houses of Congress.

Lopez Obrador, a former Mexico City
mayor, will be the first president in
Mexico’s modern democracy to wield such
power when he takes office on December 1.
Carrizales said the “consistency and tenac-
ity” of Lopez Obrador, who ran unsuccess-
fully for president twice before winning on
his third try, inspired him to run for the
state Congress of San Luis Potosi. He

wants to use his own past of drug addic-
tion and gangs to help other people facing
the same poverty and violence that he
grew up in find a better future. Like the
phoenix, he says, “I was reborn from my
ashes to save other gang-bangers.
Everyone I save brings me peace and
lessens my sins a little bit.”

Boy gangster 
From his downtrodden neighborhood in

the central city of San Luis Potosi-capital
of the state of the same name-he wants to
help Lopez Obrador fulfill his promise to
end the violent crime that has swept
Mexico since the government deployed the
military to fight the country’s powerful
drug cartels in 2006.

The president-elect’s proposals include
gradually taking the army off the streets,
legalizing drugs and an amnesty for certain
drug criminals, such as marijuana farmers
and gang members who, like Carrizales,
were recruited as children. “El Mijis” has
his own ideas at the local level. “In my dis-
trict, in the spots where drug traffickers go
to dump bodies, I want to put in basketball
courts and open-air theaters,” says
Carrizales, who does not try to hide the
tattoos that betray his past.

“I want the local police to have emo-
tional management training, so they can
mediate in conflicts between gangs and
residents, instead of showing up like
RoboCops with their guns out.” His own
life as a gangster started at age 11.
Growing up in a poor family with a history
of domestic violence, he caught the atten-

tion of “Los Chondos,” a neighborhood
gang. First they beat him up. Then they
made him one of their own, becoming his
“second family,” he says. Before long, he
was caught up in drinking, drugs and fight-
ing. But he learned some life lessons, too.
“The gang gives you honor, loyalty. In the
‘barrio,’ nobody gets left behind. We’re all
equals,” he says.

Hitting bottom 
The darker side of gang life left its

marks, too. He still has machete scars on
his head, knife wounds that went all the
way to his lung and the imprints of busted
teeth on his knuckles. The invisible scars
hurt more. The deepest one: he was out
drinking the day his mother died, instead of
at her side. “I tried to commit suicide five
times. Imagine the guilt you feel. I never
even said goodbye, because I was out get-
ting trashed,” he says. “After that, I spent
two months doing drugs.” 

After he hit bottom, “a series of mira-
cles happened,” he says. He got his first
job. He quit drugs. Eventually, he joined a
protest movement by construction work-
ers demanding more rights, and found his
calling. He soon became one of its leaders.
“I started developing a reputation in poli-
tics,” he says. “I also gained the respect of
the gangs, because I got them work, medi-
ated truces, helped them get ahead.” He
estimates he has helped some 12,000
young men.

‘Change the system’ 
Carrizales faced criticism on the cam-

paign trail for his baggy jeans, his tattoos
and his past. He is just one of the contro-
versial lawmakers riding the Morena wave
into office. Others include Napoleon
Gomez, a mining union boss accused of
stealing $55 million from workers, and
Nestora Salgado, a vigilante group leader
accused of kidnapping. Both won seats in
the Mexican Senate.

“El Mijis” brushes off his haters. Now
about to start a law degree, he plans to
take his seat in the state Congress on
September 14 in his jeans, T-shirt and
sneakers, the same clothes he wears every
day. “I’m going as I am,” he says. “I’m
going to change the system, the system’s
not going to change me.” — AFP 

MOSCOW: The Kremlin warned yesterday that the assas-
sination of east Ukraine’s main separatist leader was a
provocation that would undermine the long-stalled
Western-brokered peace deal and fuel tensions in the
smoldering conflict. Alexander Zakharchenko, the 42-year-
old chief of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic,
was killed in a bombing at a cafe in Donetsk in broad day-
light Friday, becoming the four-year conflict’s most promi-
nent victim from the Moscow-backed side. His bodyguard
was also killed and 12 more people were injured. 

Moscow and rebel authorities have pointed the finger
at Kiev, while Ukraine links the bombing to internal feud-
ing and Russia’s desire to control the territory. Observers
have expressed fears that the high-profile killing could fan
the flames of a conflict that has been half-forgotten by the
West amid crises elsewhere.

Officials led by President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman
said the former mine electrician’s murder would further
derail the Ukraine peace deal brokered by Germany and
France in the Belarussian capital Minsk in 2015. “This is no
doubt a provocation,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told Russian reporters.  “Zakharchenko’s death will cer-
tainly lead to increased tensions in the region” and under-
mine conditions for the “start of the implementation” of
the so-called Minsk agreements.

‘Serious situation’ 
Zakharchenko was a co-signee of the peace agree-

ment, along with fellow rebel Igor Plotnitsky, the chief of
the self-proclaimed Lugansk People’s Republic, who was
deposed in late 2017. Germany and France have sought in
recent months to revive the stalled peace process in a bid
to end a conflict that has claimed the lives of more than
10,000 since April 2014. Russia’s top diplomat Sergei
Lavrov also said Saturday that Zakharchenko’s killing
derailed the Minsk deal and ruled out any meetings with
France, Germany and Ukraine to discuss the crisis in the
so-called Normandy Format.

“This is a serious situation that has to be analyzed,”
Lavrov was quoted as saying by Russian news agencies.
“What happened today puts a big question mark over the
entire process,” added Russian foreign ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova, speaking in televised remarks
late Friday. Putin on Friday swiftly sent condolences to
Zakharchenko’s family and residents of rebel-controlled
Ukraine and seemed to imply that Kiev may be behind the
murder. “Those who have chosen the path of terror, vio-
lence and intimidation do not want to look for a peaceful,
political settlement of the conflict, do not want to have gen-
uine dialogue with residents of the southeast,” Putin was
quoted as saying by the Kremlin. In east Ukraine, senior
separatist commander Eduard Basurin claimed that Kiev
planned to launch an offensive in mid-September, adding
separatist troops had been put on high alert. Kiev has
denied any such plans. Rebel authorities declared a three-
day period of mourning and delayed the start of a new
school year until Tuesday. The acting head of the region,
Dmitry Trapeznikov, told reporters late Friday that local
authorities had detained several suspects and they helped
confirm that the blast was “an act of sabotage by Ukraine”.

‘Tragedy for entire Donbass’ 
People in Donetsk openly wept at the news of

Zakharchenko’s death.  “It is a tragedy for the entire
Donbass,” said Donetsk resident, Alexander Grigoryev, 61,
referring to war-torn east Ukraine. “It’s such a pity. He
could have been the leader of our country for a very long
time,” he said.  Zakharchenko — who briefly worked as a
mine electrician before going into business connected to
the industry — had led Russian-backed insurgents in the
rebel region for the last four years.

He became the rebel prime minister in August 2014,
taking over from a series of Russians who had held the
post.  In November 2014, he was elected the first presi-
dent of the Donetsk republic, facing no real opposition.
Zakharchenko, who liked to be seen wearing khaki military
fatigues, sold his business to finance the rebels and took
part in the storming of the Donetsk regional administration
building that launched the conflict in 2014. — AFP 

Kremlin warns Ukraine 
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SAN LUIS POTOSI: Mexican deputy-elect
for San Luis Potosi State, Pedro Carrizales,
alias “El Mijis”, of the Juntos Haremos
Historia party, poses for a picture at the
state’s congress in San Luis Potosi,
Mexico. — AFP 

German city hit
by violence
braces for
demonstrations
CHEMNITZ: Supporters and oppo-
nents of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
liberal immigration policy hold rival
demonstrations yesterday in the city
of Chemnitz, where the fatal stabbing
of a German man by two migrants
sparked violent far-right protests.
More than 1,200 policemen will keep
watch over the rallies in the eastern
city, where deep divisions over
Merkel’s 2015 decision to welcome a
million asylum-seekers have flared up
since the killing of the 35-year-old
man six days ago.

Leftist protesters will start a march
under the slogan ‘Heart instead of
Hate’ at 1300 GMT in the centre of
Chemnitz, which was known as Karl-
Marx-Stadt under Communist rule in
East Germany as a homage to its
industrial past. Dozens of leftist
demonstrators started gathering near
a large bust of the father of
Communism in the city centre, where
only a few days ago far-right demon-
strators clashed with police. Two
hours later, supporters of far-right
groups, including PEGIDA and
Alternative for Germany (AfD), will
gather to mourn the man who was
stabbed to death.

“Who was the stabbing victim?,”
asked a woman in her 50s at the left-
ist demonstration, declining to give
her name. “The far-right is exploiting
his death by saying: ‘A German has

been murdered.’ But he was an anti-
fascist and people outside the city
don’t know that.” German police have
said little about the man and the cir-
cumstances surrounding his murder.
Hundreds of far-right activists clashed
with police and hounded migrants in
the streets of Chemnitz last Sunday
after authorities said a Syrian and an
Iraqi have been detained as suspects
in the fatal stabbing.

Images of skinheads raising their
arms for a Hitler salute, chasing dark-
skinned people, and wrestling riot
police to the ground were a painful
reminder for many Germans that not
everyone has learned the lessons of
the country’s Nazi past. The leaking
of the arrest warrant for one of the
two suspects to PEGIDA, under sur-
veillance by security agencies, raised
concerns that some justice officials in
the state of Saxony, where Chemnitz
lies, were sympathetic to the far-right.

“People are worried”
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas,

whose centre-left Social Democrats
(SPD) hold the mayor’s office in
Chemnitz and helped organize the
first march, said on Twitter that
Germans had a special duty to stand
up against any form of fascism.
“When people are once again roam-
ing our streets with the Hitler salute,
our history mandates us to stand up
for democracy,” he wrote yesterday.

The influx of more than 1.6 million
people seeking asylum in the last four
years, mainly Muslims from Syria, Iraq
and Afghanistan, has already changed
Germany’s social and political land-
scapes. The AfD, which says Islam is
incompatible with the German consti-
tution, entered the national parliament
for first time in an election last year,
sealing third place after stealing vot-
ers from both Merkel’s conservatives
and the SPD. — Reuters

Balloon of mayor 
Khan in bikini 
flies over London
LONDON: Critics of London Mayor Sadiq Khan
yesterday launched a big balloon caricaturing him
in a yellow bikini “in retaliation” for the “Baby
Trump” blimp he let fly over Westminster in July.
The stunt was staged by Yanny Bruere, who
describes himself as a free speech advocate, and
funded through nearly £60,000 ($78,000, 67,000
euros) in donations on a crowdfunding website.

It follows activists flying a giant balloon
depicting US President Donald Trump as an
orange nappy-clad baby during demonstrations
on July 13 against his visit to Britain. To the fury
of Trump supporters, Khan authorized the flying
of the caricature, arguing Londoners had a right
to peaceful protest. Bruere, 28, from
Northampton, a town 65 miles north of London,
confirmed yesterday’s launch was to hit back at
the mayor. “I think a certain amount of respect
should be afforded to the leader of the free world
and the greatest ally the UK has — the president
of America,” he said.

Organizers chose the yellow bikini because
Khan ruled in 2016 London’s transport network
would not allow adverts which could create body
confidence issues following controversy over a
protein shake poster featuring a model in a yel-
low bikini asking “are you beach body ready?” A
small crowd of supporters and press gathered in
Westminster to see the giant inflatable lift off
Saturday morning. It will fly over Parliament
Square for two hours. The mayor said people
were welcome to watch the stunt. “If people want
to spend their Saturday looking at me in a yellow
bikini they’re welcome to do so — I don’t really
think yellow’s my color though,” he quipped to
ITV News. — AFP 

HEMPSTEAD: In this file photo taken on August 29, 2018 New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and Democratic New
York gubernatorial candidate Cynthia Nixon pause during a gubernatorial debate at Hofstra University in
Hempstead. — AFP 

CHEMNITZ, Germany: A woman wearing a headscarf attends a
counter-march in Chemnitz, eastern Germany, ahead of a protest of
the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party and anti-Islam
Pegida movement. — AFP 


