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Trump’s key decisions in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict

A timeline of the key developments since 2017
WASHINGTON: From the transfer of the US embassy to
Jerusalem, to the halting of US aid to Palestinians, US
President Donald Trump has made key moves in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Here is a timeline of the key
developments since 2017: 

Silence on settlements 
On January 24, 2017, Trump’s administration refuses to

be drawn on whether he backs Israel’s decision to approve
2,500 new settler homes in the occupied West Bank, the
biggest project of its kind for years. “He wants to grow
closer to Israel,” his spokesman says.

First break with Palestinians 
On February 15, welcoming Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu to the White House, Trump halts
Washington’s quest for a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, saying he would back a single state if it
led to peace. On March 27 new US ambassador Nikki
Haley promises an end to bias against Israel at the United
Nations.

Trump at Western Wall 
On May 3, Trump hosts Palestinian leader Mahmud

Abbas at the White House, saying of a Middle East peace
agreement: “We will get it done.” On May 22, Trump
becomes the first sitting US president to visit the Western
Wall in Jerusalem’s Old Town. Netanyahu announces new
US military aid.

‘Alleged’ occupation 
In September, US ambassador to Israel David Friedman,

a longtime friend and advisor of Trump, angers Palestinians
by downplaying the Israeli occupation of the West bank.

Jerusalem 
On December 6 Trump says “it is time to officially

recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel”, breaking
with the policies of his predecessors and provoking crit-
icism worldwide. Palestinians express rage. Palestinians
have since refused all contact with the American admin-
istration, and no longer accept the United States as a
peace mediator.

‘Slap of the century’ 
On January 14, 2018 Abbas denounces White House

peace efforts as “the slap of the century”. On January 16
Washington holds back $65 million, more than half of what
that had been earmarked for the UN relief agency for
Palestinian refugees, UNRWA. Washington says its move is
not linked to tensions over Jerusalem, but it further height-
ens tensions with the Palestinians. On January 25, Trump
accuses Palestinians of disrespecting the United States
after it snubbed Vice President Mike Pence during his visit
to the Middle East. He threatens to withhold aid worth
hundreds of millions of dollars until they accede to US-
brokered talks.

US embassy in Jerusalem 
On March 5 Trump hosts Netanyahu at the White

House and says US-Israel ties have “never been better”.
On May 14, the transfer of the US embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem coincides with a bloodbath in the
Gaza Strip, where about 60 are killed from Israeli fire.
On June 1 the United States vetoes a UN draft resolu-
tion calling for protection measures for the Palestinians
and on June 19 announces its withdrawal from the
United Nations Human Rights Council over its alleged
bias against Israel.

Halt to US aid 
The United States announces on August 24 it has can-

celled more than $200 million in aid for the Palestinians in

the Gaza Strip and West Bank, then on August 31 decides
to end funding for UNRWA, saying the organization was
“irredeemably flawed”. — AFP 

ATHENS: Turkey’s foreign minister called for a new
chapter in testy diplomatic ties with Greece yesterday,
even as he berated the neighboring country for pro-
viding a safe haven for Turkish “criminals.” Eight
Turkish commandos are seeking asylum in Greece
after commandeering a helicopter to flee Turkey fol-
lowing a failed coup attempt against President Tayyip
Erdogan in July 2016.

Turkey describes the fugitives as criminals involved
in the coup plot, and has demanded that Greece hand
them back. Greek courts have so far rejected Ankara’s
requests. “The situation in our relations today is not to
the benefit of our countries. Building trust is important.
We should open a new chapter in our relations,”
Mevlut Cavusoglu told Ta Nea newspaper in an inter-
view released yesterday. “We should continue the
process of bilateral talks without any conditions. This
is the way to solve our problems.”

He repeated demands, however, for the eight com-
mandos to be sent to Turkey to face trial. “The Greek
justice system, contrary to the rules and the principles
of the international law, is letting the culprits go
unpunished and is violating the victims’ rights,”
Cavusoglu was quoted as saying. “We remain deter-
mined in our effort to make sure that the fugitive coup
perpetrators will be extradited and stand trial in
Turkey,” he added.

Long-time regional rivals, the two neighbours have
been at odds over a host of issues from ethnically divid-
ed Cyprus to rights in the Aegean Sea. Rhetoric on
both sides in recent months has taken a marked turn for
the worse, particularly after the collapse of peace talks
in Cyprus in July 2017.  — Reuters

Turkey calls for 
new chapter in 
Greece relations 

KANO: At least 30 Nigerian soldiers
died in combat with Boko Haram
jihadists who overran a military base in
the northeast near the border with
Niger, two military sources told AFP
yesterday. Scores of jihadists in trucks
stormed the base at Zari village in north-
ern Borno state late Thursday and briefly
seized it after a fierce battle, they said.

“They came in large numbers in
trucks and carrying heavy weapons and
engaged soldiers in a battle that lasted
for an hour,” a military officer said. “We
lost at least 30 men,” the officer said,
adding that the attack took place at
around 4:00 pm. “They overwhelmed the
troops who were forced to temporarily
withdraw before reinforcements
arrived,” said the officer who asked not
to be named because he was not author-
ized to speak.

Boko Haram has intensified attacks on
military targets in recent months. The
attacks appear to undermine repeated
claims by the military that Boko Haram
had been defeated. The militants took
weapons and military equipment before
they were pushed out of the base by
troops with aerial support, said a second
military source who gave a similar death
toll. The militants were pursued and
bombarded by a fighter jet, said the mili-
tary sources.

“The terrorists also suffered heavy
casualty from the bombardment”, one of
the military officers said. Zari is located

30 kilometers from the town of Damasak
on the border with Niger. The jihadists
are thought to have attacked the base
from the nearby Garunda village, where
17 troops were killed and 14 injured in an
attack on another military base last
month, the sources said. In a statement
late Friday the Nigerian military con-
firmed troops fought Boko Haram “insur-
gents...on rampage to loot the communi-
ty and extort money from villagers”.

“Troops...have successfully routed
Boko Haram insurgents in an encounter
that ensued yesterday evening at Zari
village,” the military said in the state-
ment. It did not speak of military casual-
ties and the raid on the base but main-
tained “several Boko Haram fighters and
weapons” were destroyed in the fight.

The Nigerian army has on several
occasions disputed reports on losses to
Boko Haram and has in some cases
played them down. On July 14 Boko
Haram militants overran a military base
in Jilli village, in neighboring Yobe state
when dozens of troops were said to be
been killed, wounded or missing. The
army at the time conceded the base was
attacked but said troops remobilized
and succeeded in repelling the attack-
ers. In a short statement on Wednesday,
IS-affi l iated Boko Haram jihadists
claimed to have kil led “several”
Nigerian troops in mortar strikes on a
military base in the town of Arge in the
Lake Chad area. — AFP

Drought puts 
Iraq at risk 
of jihadist 
resurgence
BAGHDAD: Iraq risks a jihadist resurgence if it
fails to tackle a critical drought and other cli-
mate-related security issues, according to a
study presented to the UN Security Council and
made public yesterday. “The combination of its
hydrological limitations, increasing temperatures
and extreme weather events puts pressure on
basic resources and undermines livelihood
security for Iraq’s population,” the Expert
Working Group on Climate-Related Security
Risks warned in its report. 

“Failure to monitor and manage these cli-
mate-related risks will increase the risk of ISIS
and post-ISIS terrorist groups gaining support
and regaining strength within resource-con-
strained communities,” it said. The jihadist
organization, also known as the Islamic State
group, seized a third of Iraq’s territory in 2014
before being beaten back in a sweeping govern-
ment offensive last year. The water study, pre-
sented to the Security Council in July, draws a
clear link between climate change and security. 

Iraq is in the midst of a devastating drought
and water levels are at their lowest since 1931.
The flow of water in the country’s rivers has
shrunk by 40 percent in recent decades, bat-
tering the country’s agricultural sector threat-
ening the population’s water security. The
shortage stems from the “climate change and
increasingly erratic precipitation across the
region, a decline in water flows from Iran and
Turkey, weak irrigation systems due to dam-
age to infrastructure during the war, and a

lack of economic and political investment,”
the report read.

“The absence of an adequate national water
management policy exacerbates and com-
pounds these critical threats.” While the agricul-
ture sector is Iraq’s top employer after the oil
industry, its ministry is alloted one of the lowest
federal budgets.  The Ministry of Water
Resources also suffers financial constraints and
has not been able to modernize the country’s
water infrastructure despite plans being in place
for over two decades. Baghdad does not have
formal agreements with its neighbors on equi-

table distribution of water resources. 
Scarce  ra in fa l l  and  dam pro jects  in

neighboring countries have put more than
seven million people living along the banks
of the Tigris River at risk of displacement,
the report said.  Water shortages could also
increase inter-communal tensions, particu-
larly in rural areas, it added. 

The working group urged the UN’s mission
in Iraq to monitor and report on the risks of
climate change and to support the authorities
by integrating climate and displacement into
their post-IS plans. — AFP 

Brazil’s top electoral 
court votes down
Lula candidacy

BRASILIA: A majority of Brazil’s top electoral court shot
down late Friday the candidacy of popular leftist Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva in the country’s upcoming presidential
vote, telling the jailed former leader he cannot participate
in October’s critical election. The vote punctuated a grip-
ping case that has roiled the country for months, with Lula,
72, remaining the top contender among Brazilians to lead
Latin America’s largest economy — despite sitting behind
bars since April for accepting a bribe.

In an extraordinary session the Superior Electoral
Court dashed Lula’s hopes after hours of debate, with the
judges voting an overwhelming 6-1 against him. Shortly
thereafter, the former president’s Workers’ Party (PT)
vowed to “fight with all means” to secure candidacy for
the leftist icon. “We will present all appeals before the
courts for the recognition of the rights of Lula provided by
law and international treaties ratified by Brazil,” said the
party in a statement. “We will defend Lula in the streets,
with the people, because he is a candidate of hope.”

Lula’s case was a last-minute addition to the court ses-
sion. The result was expected, but the vote of Judge Edson
Fachin, the second to speak, had momentarily rekindled
suspense. He relied on Lula’s recent backing from the UN
Human Rights Committee, which ruled that the former
leader cannot be disqualified from the elections as his legal
appeals are ongoing. But the votes that followed torpe-
doed the former president’s bid for a third term.

Potential appeal 
Lula has been sentenced to 12 years in prison for

accepting a luxury seaside apartment as a bribe from a
construction firm. He vehemently denies the accusations
and has dismissed the charges as a political plot aimed at
preventing him from standing in the elections. The PT has
stubbornly kept up its attempts to force Lula’s name onto
the ballot box, registering him as a candidate two weeks

ago. The court’s decision would be open to appeal, magis-
trate Henrique Neves, a former electoral court member,
told AFP. He said either party would also be able to lodge
an appeal with the Supreme Court over the constitutional
nature of the electoral court’s ruling. The court decision
dropped late in the night but before the spots of presiden-
tial hopefuls were set to broadcast.

Adored by millions 
Lula was found guilty in July 2017 and then lost a first

appeal in January. Nonetheless, UN committee member
Olivier de Frouville told AFP that Lula should be allowed
to “organize and campaign, even from jail.” Brazil is techni-
cally obliged to abide by those findings, but the govern-
ment in Brasilia described the committee’s conclusions as
“a recommendation” that is “not... legally binding.” Former
trade union leader Lula is also involved in another five

ongoing court cases. But he is adored by millions of
Brazilians due to the prosperity Brazil enjoyed under his
leadership from 2003 to 2010. He left office with a popu-
larity rating of over 80 percent. Despite the uncertainty
over his ability to stand, Lula currently leads polls with
more than double the share of his nearest challenger, the
right-winger Jair Bolsonaro. But the PT’s second choice
looks hopeless. Former Sao Paulo governor Fernando
Haddad, who will stand if Lula is barred, commands little
popular support.

However, the political chaos has had wider repercus-
sions in the country with the currency losing 20 percent of
its value against the dollar since January. Lula’s social
media followers remain upbeat, though. The PT launched
an appeal for support on Twitter, after which a hashtag
translating as “Lula on the ballot box” quickly began
trending. — AFP 

Palestinians steer their boat as they protest against the more than a decade-long Israel’s naval blockade of Gaza, in
Beit Lahya on the border with Israel in the northern Gaza strip on August 11, 2018.  — AFP 

CURITIBA: Supporters of Brazilian former president (2003-2011) Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva attend a vigil outside the
Federal Police Superintendence. — AFP 

BASRA: An Iraqi man and a boy collect dead fish from a reservoir at a fish farm north
of Basra. — AFP 
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