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WASHINGTON: Americans paid their final respects
Friday to John McCain as the national icon lay in state in
the US Capitol as part of a momentous sendoff for the war
hero and statesman. McCain’s widow Cindy, his seven chil-
dren and his 106-year-old mother Roberta McCain joined
scores of members of Congress, state governors, diplo-
mats and other dignitaries to bid the senator farewell.

President Donald Trump, who had feuded bitterly with
McCain, was notably absent from the somber ceremony in
the Capitol Rotunda, an honor accorded to just 30
Americans throughout the nation’s history. The last visit to
Washington by McCain — who died last Saturday at age
81 after a yearlong battle with cancer — is being spread
out over two days with former presidents George W Bush
and Barack Obama to eulogize him during a memorial
service Saturday at the city’s National Cathedral.

Just before 11:00 am Friday, a military honor guard car-
ried the flag-draped casket up the Capitol stairs, moving
one deliberate step at a time, while inside the Rotunda
dark-suited mourners stood at silent attention. The silver-
haired Roberta McCain — whose presence was only con-
firmed on the eve of the ceremony — appeared composed
as she drew near her son’s casket in a wheelchair, making
the sign of the cross on her chest. Seated beside her
granddaughter Meghan McCain, she held the young
woman’s hand and appeared to comfort her as she wept.

Final rebuke to Trump 
Vice President Mike Pence — who represented Trump

at the ceremony — began his tribute with an address to
McCain’s family, and particularly his mother. “It is deeply
humbling to stand before you today at the United States
Capitol to commemorate the life and service of an
American patriot, senator John McCain,” Pence said.  “The
president asked me to be here, on behalf of a grateful
nation, to pay a debt of honor and respect to a man who
served our country throughout his life, in uniform and in
public office.”

It was an awkward message to deliver from a president
who has studiously refrained from praising McCain, either
during his illness or since his death. Guests included for-
mer secretary of state Henry Kissinger, riding in a wheel-
chair at age 95; the actor Warren Beatty, a McCain friend;
and former senator Joe Lieberman, who in 2008 McCain
came close to naming as his running mate. 

The former aviator spent more than five years in a
Vietnamese prison camp, returning home to launch a polit-
ical career that saw him win the Republican presidential
nomination in 2008.

The final public ceremony honoring late US senator
John McCain began Saturday in Washington, where eulo-
gies by two former presidents will highlight the warrior
politician’s call for healing, but current commander-in-
chief Donald Trump is notably absent.

They were set to continue at the nationally televised
cathedral ceremony, a who’s who of political Washington
attended by the likes of dozens of congressional colleagues,
Bill and Hillary Clinton, former vice presidents Al Gore and
Dick Cheney and former secretaries of state Madeline
Albright, John Kerry and Henry Kissinger, who is to address
the gathering. The president’s daughter Ivanka Trump and
her husband Jared Kushner were also present, along with
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, White House Chief of Staff
John Kelly and Hollywood icon Warren Beatty.

Memorial service 
Earlier yesterday McCain’s flag-draped casket was tak-

en by honor guard from the US Capitol and placed in a
black hearse, which stopped at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial to allow his widow Cindy McCain to lay a
wreath honoring all of those who died in the conflict.  At
the National Cathedral, attention will no doubt focus on
the addresses by Bush and Obama.

That the men who vanquished McCain in their presi-
dential battles were asked to speak is testament to his
commitment to looking beyond party and signaling that
Americans, regardless of political affiliation, are rowing
together in the same boat. But the absence of Trump,
whose bitter feud with McCain has wrangled America’s
already stormy politics, will serve as a final rebuke to the
president, highlighting the clash between a Republican

elder statesman and the current president from his own
party. Their feud took root during Trump’s 2016 campaign,
when he questioned the notion McCain was a war hero —
because he had been captured after his navy fighter jet
was shot down over Hanoi in 1967. The enmity was clear in
the fracas this week over whether the White House would
keep its flags at half staff in McCain’s honor — which
Trump finally agreed to do under heavy pressure from
politicians, veterans groups and reportedly his own aides.

McCain meanwhile took a final swipe at Trump in a
farewell message to the nation, delivered posthumously on
Monday, warning not to “confuse our patriotism with tribal
rivalries.” The president was unusually quiet in the White
House Friday, not tweeting during the McCain ceremony,
then departing for a political event in North Carolina.
While Trump stayed away, Pence was joined by Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis, National Security Advisor John
Bolton and Attorney General Jeff Sessions.

Thousands of people queued outside for hours, many
holding umbrellas to shield themselves from the sun, wait-
ing their chance to honor a patriot. US Capitol staff con-
firmed that as of 2200 GMT Friday more than 10,000
people walked through the Rotunda to view McCain’s
casket. “I wanted to pay my respects to John McCain,”
Mike Holy, a Vietnam war veteran sporting a Hillary
Clinton button, told AFP as he waited in a line that snaked
down the street. —  AFP 

Americans bid McCain solemn farewell 
Bush, Obama pay tribute to McCain at Washington funeral

AMSTERDAM: Two people who were
seriously injured in a knife attack at
Amsterdam’s Central Station are US citi-
zens, the US ambassador said yesterday,
as Dutch police probed a possible terror
link. “We are aware that both victims
were US citizens and have been in touch
with them and their families,” Pete
Hoekstra said in a statement.

Panic broke out at the Dutch capital’s
main station shortly after midday Friday
when the knive-wielding man stabbed
two bystanders before he was shot and
wounded by police. Police later identified
the suspect as a 19-year-old Afghan man
with a German residency permit. He is
being questioned in hospital under police
guard and Dutch authorities said they
were in close contact with their German
counterparts for more details about his
background. 

A preliminary investigation revealed

that the assailant did not know his vic-
tims and that he did not specifically tar-
get them, the police spokesman said-
suggesting a random attack. 

An Amsterdam police spokesman, Frans
Zuiderhoek, told AFP late Friday “we are
seriously taking into account that there was
a terrorist motive.” Another police
spokesman, Rob van der Veen, said
Saturday that “the police investigation is in
full swing and we are looking at all angles”.
Further details of the two Americans injured
were not immediately known, although one
was reported to be a young man. Hoekstra
said the US is ready to “assist as appropri-
ate, with our main priority as always being
the safety and well-being of US citizens in
the country”. 

The attack comes a day after an
announcement by Dutch anti-Islam politi-
cian Geert Wilders that he was cancelling
movbes to stage a cartoon competition to
caricature the Prophet Mohammad, a plan
that had angered many Muslims.

Witnesses described scenes of panic
on Friday as gunshots rang out and thou-
sands of commuters and tourists were
evacuated from the rail terminus shortly
after midday. “The two people are very
badly injured, and they were brought to
the hospital,” said Van der Veen. — AFP

WASHINGTON: General view of late US Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, National Memorial Service at the Washington National Cathedral. — AFP 

Chilean clergy
abuse cases 
triple to 119
SANTIAGO: Scores of new cases of priestly
sexual abuse of minors have come to light in
Chile, public prosecutors said Friday, deepening
a crisis in the country’s Catholic Church that has
embroiled Pope Francis. The country’s chief
prosecutor’s office said the number of cases it
was investigating had soared to 119 as more vic-
tims came forward.

A total of 167 bishops, priests and lay mem-
bers of the church are now under investigation
for sexual crimes committed in the South
American country since 1960. Seven of those
under investigation are bishops and 96 are
priests, but it was unclear from the figures
released Friday how many were currently serv-
ing. Among those implicated is the country’s
most senior Catholic figure, Santiago Archbishop
Ricardo Ezzati, who faces accusations he helped
cover up sexual abuse in his diocese.

Most of the evidence against him was gath-
ered during a search of the archdiocese offices in
Santiago earlier this month.  The search was
ordered by the prosecutor in charge of the inves-
tigation, Emiliano Arias, after the church refused
to hand over files to investigators, citing the need

to respect victims. Ezzati has denied allegations
that he covered up cases of abuse, including
those of a top aide, 56-year-old Oscar Munoz,
who was jailed in July while a probe into allega-
tions he raped at least seven children continues.

Public outrage 
Reflecting public outrage over the investi-

gation’s findings, the Chilean parliament has
begun moves to withdraw citizenship from the
naturalized Ital ian-born Ezzati , who has
protested his innocence. A recent opinion poll
by pollsters Cadem showed 96 percent of
Chileans believe the church systematically cov-
ers up abuse by priests.

Pope Francis has already apologized repeat-
edly to Chileans over the scandal, admitting the
church failed “to listen and react” to the allega-
tions, but vowed to “restore justice.”  In May,
the Argentine pontiff accepted the resignation
of five Chilean bishops amid accusations of
abuse and related coverups. Francis himself
became mired in the scandal when, during a trip
to Chile in January, he defended 61-year-old
bishop Juan Barros, who was accused of cover-
ing up abuse by pedophile priest Fernando
Karadima in the 1980s and 1990s.

Karadima was suspended for life by the
Vatican over the allegations of child molestation.
Francis eventually accepted he was wrong to
defend Barros and subsequently accepted his
resignation. State prosecutors began investigat-
ing scores of abuse cases following outrage

around the country over the church’s own probe
into decades of abuse by priests, crimes over
which it often failed to take any action or hand-
ed down lenient punishments. Now bishops and
other priests accused of abuse in Chile will face
the full force of secular law.

Number of cases triple 
Prosecutors initially indicated that 38 cases

had been opened in the first weeks of their
probe, which began in July. “The number of
investigations into sexual crimes committed by
members of the Catholic Church has reached
119 cases,” the state prosecutor said Friday in a
statement. Many of the cases have come to light
after recent searches of properties belonging to
the Marist Brothers religious order. 

The Vatican recently defrocked a Marist
priest Abel Perez, who confessed to sexually
abusing 14 minors in the 1970s. He admitted the
abuses in 2010, but the Marists only reported
his crimes to the authorities seven years later.
Earlier this month, Episcopal Conference presi-
dent Santiago Silva announced a series of meas-
ures to “at least begin to resolve the serious
problem we have in the church.” In an attempt
to douse the fires of the crisis engulfing the
Catholic Church in the South American country
over the deluge of accusations against clergy,
bishops have decided to publicly disclose the
previous investigations on alleged sexual abuse
of minors. Previously, bishops had insisted that
canonical law prevails over criminal law. — AFP

US citizens 
hurt in Dutch
knife attack 


