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KUWAIT: Education Minister Hamid Al-Azmi visited
the new education ministry’s building in South Surra,
where he made minor observations and asked that they
be corrected, according to sources familiar with the
tour. The minister along with undersecretaries toured
the building and each of them had a look at their own
subdivision, the sources said, adding that some need
two or three floors. The sources expected the building
to be officially opened in
October and the subdivisions
will move in gradually. The
142,300-square-meter build-
ing consists of 12 floors and
was built at a cost of KD 76
million. The building was con-
structed in a unique shape
resembling a dhow, and is set
to house offices for the min-
istry’s various administrative
sectors and departments.

Retirement age
Chairman of the parliamentary financial committee

MP Salah Khorsheed said the committee will hold a
meeting with the finance ministry to discuss the rea-
sons for the government sending back the law that

lowered the retirement age, especially since it received
the approval of 43 MPs. He said the lowering of the
retirement age should be discussed again and the gov-
ernment’s opinion will be sought, while the matter is
still being discussed. “We are waiting for the Silk City
proposal and the islands’ development plan from the
government,” he added.

Air quality
Informed sources said the project to monitor pollu-

tants from fixed and mobile
sources, and the development
of a monitoring program and
improving air quality will cost
a total of KD 700,000 - an
annual cost of KD 384,960,
informed sources said. The
project is currently 45 percent
complete, said the sources,
adding that it is expected to
be completed in 2020. The
project aims at increasing the

control network by two setting up fixed stations, train-
ing five employees on calculating the environmental
load, continuously monitoring pollutants and calculat-
ing air quality.

Udhiya donations 
Informed sources at the social affairs ministry

said the total amount of the fifth project to collect
udhiya (sacrificial) donations will be announced
within two weeks. They said there is a virtual com-
mitment by all societies and foundations, and some
violations were corrected immediately. The sources
added that 32 NGOs are participating in the project
(28 societies and four foundations). The social

affairs ministry put forth regulations for those par-
ticipating in the project, mainly a ban on cash col-
lections either at their main premises, foundations or
in public. They added that collecting donations can
be done through K-net, online, bank deductions, e-
applications, smartphones, and telecommunication
companies’ SMS.
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KUWAIT: Acting Director General of
the Ministry of Interior’s Relations and
Security Information Department Brig
Tawheed Al-Kandari said there are
clear instructions by Deputy Premier
and Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid
Al-Jarrah with follow-up by
Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Al-
Naham to complete all security and
traffic preparations for the new school

year. He said the
security estab-
lishment has
made all prepa-
rations in all sec-
tors, and preven-
tive and precau-
tionary measures
are already in
place. Kandari
said his depart-
ment works on
implementing the
awareness plan for citizens and expats
on the occasion of returning to school,
and the department makes announce-
ments on various media including
social media, and is in continuous con-
tact with parents to explain traffic
matters. 
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Minister, officials tour new
education ministry’s building

Panel, government meet to discuss lowering retirement age

KUWAIT: The Education Ministry’s new headquarters building.

Defense minister holds separate meetings

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met separately
on Friday with members of the Supreme Council for Planning and

Development, members of the apparatus tasked with developing
Mubarak port and Boubyan island as well as a delegation of the
‘Kafu’ youth group. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets officials. — KUNA

Kuwait declares
emergency
numbers
for returning
citizens 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry
yesterday urged citizens with flight tick-
ets from Wataniya Airways abroad,
namely in Beirut, Istanbul, Tbilisi, Baku,
Sarajevo, Malaga and Athens, to get in
contact with the Kuwaiti Embassy and
Consulate to arrange for a returning trip
back home. A statement by the ministry
explained the framework of the govern-
ment’s efforts in cooperating with the
concerned authorities for this situation
and allocate the following emergency
numbers to assist citizens and provide
support to facilitate and ensure their
comfort and safety in the light of the

national lines of cancellation and delay
on flights.

The Ministry allocated the following
emergency phone numbers to receive
the calls of citizens to help facilitate their
returns as soon as possible: Athens:
00306943010301; Istanbul: 0090
5306902097, 00905333864949; Baku:
00994502330536, 00994509999661;
Sarajevo: 003876120287, 0038760
3200000; Beirut: 0096171171441,
0096176700080; Malaga: 003466
6665066; Tbilisi: 00995568627160,
00995568627148.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) had coordinated with
Kuwait Airways to send additional flights
yesterday to Tbilisi, Georgia, and Baku,
Azerbaijan to bring back Kuwaiti citizens
whose returning flights on Wataniya
Airways were cancelled. Meanwhile,
Kuwait’s Embassy in Beirut called on
Kuwaiti nationals who hold return tickets
on Wataniya Airways flights to contact
the embassy to arrange their return after
cancellation of their flights from Beirut to
Kuwait. — KUNA

Kuwait voices
support to
efforts for
Guinea-Bissau
NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait
renewed its support to the regional and
international efforts to realize the
Conakry Agreement in Guinea-Bissau.
The Conakry Agreement, reached in
2016, called for the appointment of a
consensual Prime Minister, the organizing
of fair election, and the implementations
of reforms in the West African country.

Delivering Kuwait’s speech to the
UNSC session on the agreement late
Thursday, member of the Kuwaiti perma-
nent delegation to the UN headquarters
in New York Tareq Al-Bannai lauded the
UN, African Union (AU), the European
Union (EU), and Community of
Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP)
for their concentrated efforts to help
Guinea-Bissau and the West African
region in general. The Conakry

Agreement parties should abide by the
tenets of the deal to lead Guinea-Bissau
towards a bright future, said the Kuwaiti
diplomat who saw that there was much to
improve during the upcoming period.

In regards to the legislative elections
next scheduled for November, Bannai
said that Kuwait shared the concern of
the UN in regards to the agreed upon
timetable leading to the election in
Guinea-Bissau, stressing that a free and
fair democratic process must take place.
Bannani commended all efforts carried
out by the UN Peacebuilding
Commission and the UN Office on Drugs
and Crime namely within implementing
UNSC resolution 2404 and reinforcing
efforts for stability, security and peace in
Guinea-Bissau. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) concluded a special campaign it had launched during the Eid Al-Adha holiday, and which featured sev-
eral activities including campaigns on social media, as well as visits to KFH staff who worked during the break.
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