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In this file photo Serena Williams
attends the HBO New York Pre-
miere of ‘Being Serena’ at Time
Warner Center in New York City.

In this file photo Singer/actress Lady Gaga attends the premiere
of “A star is born” at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. — AFP photos

Soloist Aida Garifullina of Russia performs with the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra during a classical concert marking the 120th anniversary of the worldís oldest classical label, Deutsche Grammophon,
at the Imperial Ancestral Temple in Beijingís Forbidden City. — AFP photos

The Wiener Singakademie choir perform with the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra. Soloist Aida Garifullina of Russia performs with the Shanghai Symphony Orches-
tra during a classical concert.

Lady Gaga, Serena Williams, Harry Styles
and Gucci’s star designer Alessandro
Michele will co-chair next year’s Met Gala

with Anna Wintour, museum officials said Tues-
day. Organized every year by The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Gala is a fundraising dinner
for its Costume Institute. It is run by Wintour, ed-
itor-in-chief of Vogue magazine, whose influence
is such that the space dedicated to the Costume
Institute since 2014 has been called the Anna
Wintour Costume Center. 

Trading shrewdly on her name, the high priest-

ess of fashion has managed to turn the event into
a can’t-miss collision of the creative world from
fashion to film to theater to TV to sport-and any-
one ready to pay for the 30,000-dollar ticket. The
theme of the May 6, 2019 Gala will be camp style,
as defined by US writer Susan Sontag. “Camp’s
disruptive nature and subversion of modern aes-
thetic values has often been trivialized, but this
exhibition will reveal its profound influence on
both high art and popular culture,” said Max
Hollein, director of The Met. — AFP

Gaga, Serena Williams, Styles 
and Gucci star to host Met gala 

The world’s oldest classical record label Deutsche Gram-
mophon on Wednesday marked its 120th anniversary at a
special concert in the historic Forbidden City in Beijing.

Once the seat of China’s emperors, the palace last played host to
a classical music concert in 2001 when the Three Tenors-Placido
Domingo, Jose Carreras and the late Luciano Pavarotti-performed
before a 30,000-crowd. Under a crisp, cool sky, the Shanghai
Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of conductor Long Yu,

opened the evening with an arrangement of Chinese composer
Liu Tianhua’s Enchanted Night. The 1,200-strong crowd took in
a repertoire which included Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana and Rach-
maninov’s Second Piano Concerto.

Deutsche Grammophon president Clemens Trautmann told
AFP that the Forbidden City was picked because of its signifi-
cance. “What I find really fascinating is that the Latin text written
by Bavarian monks (that formed the basis for the Carmina Burana)

came into existence around the same time as the Forbidden City
was built in the 13th century,” he said. “More fundamentally,
Deutsche Grammophon has always been a very internationally
minded label with a very diverse roster of exclusive artists and
we want to foster cross-cultural dialogue here tonight and build
bridges.” — AFP

Forbidden City hosts record label’s 120th anniversary concert


