
The death
penalty around
the world
PARIS: Malaysia will join the nearly three quar-
ters of countries in the world which have abol-
ished or ceased to use the death penalty,
according to Amnesty International. Capital pun-
ishment currently remains in place in 23 countries,
with China still believed to be the “world’s top ex-
ecutioner”, according to the rights group’s 2017
report. Here is an overview:

Death penalty decline 
Amnesty International says that at the end of

last year, 142 countries had abolished the death
penalty in law or in practice, with 106 ending it in
law for all crimes. The latest were Guinea and
Mongolia which in 2017 abolished capital punish-
ment for all crimes, while Guatemala outlawed it
for civil crimes only. Sub-Saharan Africa made
significant progress towards abolition with a big
reduction in the number of death sentences
throughout the region. Only Somalia and South
Sudan carried out executions in 2017 compared
with five countries in the region in 2016. Burkina
Faso, Chad, Kenya and The Gambia, meanwhile,
took measures to end the use of capital punish-
ment by adopting new legislation or introducing
bills.  In Europe and central Asia, Belarus was the
only country to have carried out the death sen-
tence in 2017, with at least two executions, down

from at least four the previous year, Amnesty says.
Kazakhstan, Russia and Tajikistan maintained
moratoriums.

Still executing
There were 993 executions recorded in 2017

in 23 countries, a decrease of four percent from
2016 and 39 percent from 2015, which was a peak
year with 1,634 executions. Amnesty’s numbers
do not include the “thousands” it says are be-
lieved to have been executed in China, which clas-
sifies this information as a state secret. Excluding
China, Amnesty says Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and
Pakistan-in that order-carried out 84 percent of
all executions in 2017. Compared with the previ-
ous year, the figures were down by 31 percent in
Pakistan and 11 percent in Iran. Iran carried out
around 30 executions in public. Bahrain, Jordan,
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates took up ex-
ecutions again in 2017. Conversely, Amnesty
recorded no executions in five countries that had
applied the death penalty in 2016: Botswana, In-
donesia, Nigeria, Sudan and Taiwan, though the
latter did execute one man in August this year.

For the ninth consecutive year the United
States was the only country on the American
continent to execute prisoners, with 23 recorded.
The United States and Japan, where there were
four executions in 2017, were the only countries
in the G8 group of leading economies to carry
out executions. In July Japan executed the 13
Aum Shinrikyo cult members sentenced to death
for their role in the fatal 1995 sarin attack on the
Tokyo subway. Countries carrying out the
penalty last year used methods ranging from de-
capitation to hanging, firing squad and lethal in-
jection, Amnesty says.  —AFP 
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Malaysia to
abolish the
death penalty
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has decided to
abolish the death penalty, a senior minister said
yesterday, with more than 1,200 people on
death row set to win a reprieve following a
groundswell of opposition to capital punish-
ment. Executions are currently mandatory for
murder, kidnapping, possession of firearms
and drug trafficking, among other crimes, and
is carried out by hanging - a legacy of British
colonial rule. Human Rights Watch hailed the
“fabulous news”, with its deputy director for
Asia Phil Robertson saying the move would in-
crease pressure on other countries in the re-
gion to follow suit. The government decided to
scrap capital punishment because the
Malaysian public had shown they were against
the death penalty, communications and multi-
media minister Gobind Singh Deo Gobind said.

“I hope the law will be amended soon,” he
said. Government minister Liew Vui Keong re-
portedly said earlier yesterday there would be
a moratorium on executions for inmates cur-
rently on death row. “Since we are abolishing
the sentence, all executions should not be car-
ried out,” the Star newspaper quoted him as

saying. Liew said the amended law would be
put before parliament next Monday. The gov-
ernment’s announcement was “an encouraging
sign”, Amnesty International’s Kumi Naidoo
said in a statement. “There is no time to waste
- the death penalty should have been con-
signed to the history books long ago.” 

The moratorium on the death penalty af-
fects, among others, two women accused of
assassinating the estranged half-brother of
North Korean leader Kim Jong Il last year. A
Malaysian court last year ruled the case could
proceed against Indonesian national Siti
Aisyah and Doan Thi Huong of Vietnam after
Kim Jong Nam’s murder at Kuala Lumpur Air-
port. Australian citizen Maria Elvira Pinto Ex-
posto, 54, who was found guilty of drug
smuggling by an appeals court in May, will win
a reprieve. “The reprieve can be in the form of
a life sentence,” Gurdial Singh, president of the
National Human Rights Society, told AFP.

Two Chilean tourists, currently on trial for
the murder of a Malaysian man, would also have
faced the death penalty if found guilty of mur-
der. The abolition could also pave the way for
the extradition to Malaysia of a convicted hit-
man in the high profile murder of a Mongolian
model who was the lover of one of ex-prime
minister Najib Razak’s close associates. Former
Malaysian police officer Sirul Azhar Umar was
convicted in Malaysia for the murder of Altan-
tuya Shaariibuu in 2006, but fled to Australia.
Australia has said it can only extradite him if
Malaysia abolished the death penalty. —AFP 

PALU: Indonesia yesterday called off the grim
search for those killed in a quake-tsunami, with
no hope of retrieving around 5,000 bodies be-
lieved to be still buried under the ruins nearly
two weeks after the disaster. The magnitude 7.5
quake and a subsequent tsunami razed swathes
of the city of Palu on Sulawesi island on Septem-
ber 28. A total 2,073 bodies had been recovered
since the twin disasters,
authorities said yester-
day. But there are fears
that 5,000 more could
be buried beneath the
ruined city, where entire
villages were swallowed.
Rescuers had struggled
to find remains in the
twisted wreckage, a job
made worse as mud
hardened and bodies
decomposed in the tropical heat.

“The search and rescue (SAR) operation for
the victims ended yesterday afternoon,” SAR
field director in Palu, Bambang Suryo said. “Con-
sidering the difficulty on the ground, we really
need to consider the health and safety of our
rescue personnel.” Teams would however remain
on standby in Palu to assist where needed until
October 26, when a state of emergency is ex-
pected to be lifted. The government earlier indi-

cated that hard-hit areas would be left un-
touched as mass graves. Prayers were expected
in coming days at three of the worst-hit areas-
Balaroa, Petobo and Jono Oge.

‘It will rise again’ 
Parks and monuments are also eventually

planned at these locations to remember the un-
told thousands of dead
who will never be found.
Those zones were all but
destroyed by liquefac-
tion, a phenomenon
where the brute force of
a quake turns soil to
quicksand. At Balaroa,
29-year-old Muhammad
Rasidi was coming to
terms with the fact his
three missing siblings

would never be found. “What else can we do?
We just have to accept it,” he told AFP. More
than 200,000 people remain in dire need of hu-
manitarian assistance in Palu. Clean drinking
water and medical supplies are still in short sup-
ply, and many survivors were entirely reliant on
handouts to get by. “What’s important is that we
get support from the government”, said Sapri,
who lost 10 members of his family at Balaroa.
Many Indonesians go by one name.

Central Sulawesi governor Longki Djanggola
said although the search effort was over, survivors
would be supported in their time of need. “I am
sure Central Sulawesi will rise again,” he said. The
United Nations has sought $50.5 million for im-
mediate relief to help the victims. Planeloads of
donations have flown into Palu from the United

States, Australia, the European Union and the
Philippines, among many others. Nearly 90,000
people were displaced by the disaster, many shel-
tering in tents outside their destroyed homes.
United Nations Secretary General Antonio
Guterres will tour the disaster zone with Indone-
sian Vice President Jusuf Kalla on Friday. —AFP 

PALU: Indonesian search and rescue personnel work on the final day of recovery operations at soil liq-
uefaction-hit Balaroa village in Palu yesterday, following the September 28 earthquake and tsunami
that hit the area.  —  AFP 
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