
Asia tops World 
Bank ranking on 
support for kids
NUSA DUA: Asian nations got the high-
est marks in a World Bank ranking
launched yesterday that names and
shames countries on how much they in-
vest in their own children, saying neglect
was dooming millions to sub-par lives.
Singapore, South Korea and Japan took
the top three spots in the World Bank’s
Human Capital Index, released at the in-
stitution’s annual meeting in Bali.

They were followed by Hong Kong, Fin-
land, Ireland, and Australia. Sweden, the
Netherlands and Canada round out the top
10. European countries dominated the next
10, while the United States came in 24th
and China 46th. Rather than using tradi-
tional measures such as GDP, the index
ranks countries on how well children are
prepared for the future, with an emphasis
on factors like schooling and healthcare.

The World Bank said those considera-
tions often get lost amid other national
political priorities, yet were vital to fos-
tering high-quality economic growth and
development. World Bank president Jim
Yong Kim told a press conference on the
Indonesian resort island that one-quarter
of the planet’s young people are at risk of
“chronic malnutrition and illness that re-
sult in stunting”. He said this “perma-
nently affects a child’s cognitive
development, school performance, and
future income”.

Africa dominated the bottom half of

the 157-nation ranking system. The worst
ranking went to Chad, followed by South
Sudan, Niger, Mali and Liberia. “If a
country’s children grow up unable to
meet the needs of the future workplace,
that country will find itself incapable of
employing its people, unable to increase
its output, and utterly unprepared to
compete economically,” Jim said. “Policies
to build human capital are some of the
smartest investments that countries can
make to boost long-term, inclusive eco-
nomic growth.”

Jim said the bank hopes the ranking

and the data provided for each country
can provide nations with a “stronger ar-
gument” when weighing whether to put
resources into policies that benefit chil-
dren. The World Bank said the index
shows 56 percent of children born today
across the world will lose more than half
their potential lifetime earnings due to in-
adequate government policies. The
Human Capital Index purports to measure
the amount of “human capital that a child
born today can expect to attain by age
18” by assessing a range of national con-
ditions and factors. —AFP
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MUMBAI: Indian rangers hunting a man-
eating tiger are considering deploying an
unusual weapon to lure the big cat-Calvin
Klein cologne, an official said yesterday. A
major operation to kill or capture the ti-
gress, which is suspected to have killed up
to 13 people in India’s western state of
Maharashtra, was launched a month ago.

Patrol teams, infrared camera traps and
even elephants have all failed to find her so
officials are now pondering whether Calvin
Klein’s Obsession fragrance is the answer.
“Someone suggested using the Calvin
Klein perfume as a way to lure her with the
scent and one of our officials purchased it.
“It is one of the experiments we may con-
duct but no decision has been taken yet,”

forestry official A.K Mishra told AFP. Sci-
entists in America discovered that the smell
of Calvin Klein’s Obsession For Men was
attractive to big cats in 2013, owing to the
presence of a synthetic aroma based on
the musk of a civet mammal.

The fragrance has been used before to
successfully lure a tiger in Tamil Nadu
state, according to Indian media. The hunt
for the tigress-named Avni, which means
earth in the local language-began in early
September after she was reported to have
killed five villagers in the past year. Offi-
cials suspect she may also have been re-
sponsible for another eight deaths
stretching back to 2016, according to
Mishra. India’s highest court last month dis-

missed appeals by activists that it intervene
to stop the rangers from shooting her dead.

Last week one of five elephants taking
part in the hunt for the big cat ran astray
overnight and trampled a woman to death.
The elephants were being used by armed
forest rangers who sat atop the animals as
they entered thick forests inaccessible to
vehicles. Tigers do not generally target
humans, but some experts believe they can
develop a taste for human flesh. Wildlife
activists say attacks occur when humans
encroach into tiger corridors. India is
home to more than half of the world’s tiger
population with 2,226 of the animals roam-
ing its reserves, according to the last
count in 2014. —AFP
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Defying China, 
Malaysia releases 
Uighur detainees
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has freed from de-
tention 11 ethnic Uighur Muslims who fled to the
southeast Asian nation after a Thai jailbreak last
year, and sent them to Turkey, their lawyer said
yesterday, in disregard of China’s request to hand
them to Beijing. The move is likely to strain ties
with China, already tested since Mahathir Mo-
hamad became prime minister after a stunning
election victory in May and cancelled more than
$20 billion worth of projects awarded to Chinese
companies. Prosecutors in Muslim-majority
Malaysia dropped charges against the Uighurs on
humanitarian grounds and they arrived in Turkey
after flying out of Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday, their
lawyer, Fahmi Moin, said. “The charges were with-
drawn because the attorney general’s chambers
agreed to the (appeal) from our side,” he said.
Malaysia’s immigration department, home ministry
and the attorney general’s office did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for comment. China’s
foreign ministry did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

The men were detained and charged with ille-
gally entering Malaysia after last November’s dar-
ing prison break, by punching holes in a prison wall
and using blankets as ladders. In February, Reuters
reported that Malaysia was under great pressure
from China to deport the men there, citing sources.
Some Western missions sought to dissuade it from
sending them to China, which has been accused of
persecuting Uighurs. Beijing accuses separatist ex-
tremists among the Uighur minority of plotting at-
tacks on China’s Han majority in the restive far
western region of Xinjiang and elsewhere.

China has been accused of rights abuses in
Xinjiang, torture of Uighur detainees and tight
controls on their religion and culture. It denies
wrongdoing. Over the years, hundreds, possibly
thousands, of Uighurs have escaped the unrest by
travelling clandestinely via Southeast Asia to
Turkey.  The Uighurs in Malaysia were part of a
group of more than 200 detained in Thailand in
2014. Although they identified themselves as Turk-
ish citizens and asked to be sent to Turkey, more
than 100 were forcibly returned to China in July
2015, sparking international condemnation.

In February, Malaysia said it was considering
China’s request to extradite the 11 men. In the past,
it has sent some detained Uighurs to China. Their
detention came as Malaysia drew closer to China
under former prime minister Najib Razak, but 93-
year-old Mahathir, in his second stint as premier,
has been vocal in backing Muslim communities
against persecution. He recently criticized Aung
San Suu Kyi, the de facto leader of neighbouring
Myanmar, over the Nobel peace laureate’s han-
dling of the Rohingya crisis, saying, “We don’t re-
ally support her anymore.”  —Reuters

TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (right) listens as he speaks with the head of the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s international department, Song Tao (left), during their meeting at Abe’s official residence in
Tokyo yesterday.  —AFP


