
Friday, October 12, 2018I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Friday 11

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan urged Saudi Arabia to release footage of jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi and President Donald Trump
demanded answers over his fate, as the kingdom
faced growing pressure yesterday to provide a con-
vincing explanation for his disappearance. The
Washington Post, the daily to which Khashoggi was
a contributor, added to the mystery by reporting
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman had or-
dered an operation to “lure” the critical journalist
back home. Khashoggi has not been seen since Oc-
tober 2 when he went to the Saudi consulate in Is-
tanbul to obtain official
documents for his upcom-
ing marriage. Turkish offi-
cials quoted in media have
said he was killed but
Riyadh denies that. The
mystery has captivated the
world but also threatens to
harm brittle Turkish-Saudi
relations and hurt efforts
by the crown prince to im-
prove the image of his country with a reform drive.
Erdogan challenged Saudi Arabia to provide CCTV
images to back up its version that Khashoggi had left
the consulate safely, indicating he did not find the
current Saudi explanations sufficient.

“Is it possible there were no camera systems in a
consulate, in an embassy? Is it possible that there
was no Saudi camera system where this incident took
place?” Erdogan told Turkish reporters in comments
published in newspapers. “If a bird flew, or a fly or a

mosquito appeared, the systems would capture this;
they (Saudi Arabia) have the most cutting-edge sys-
tems,” he was quoted as saying. The consulate said
CCTV cameras were not working that day and dis-
missed the murder claims as “baseless”.

‘Demanding everything’
The case is also threatening the strong relation-

ship the Trump administration has built with Prince
Mohammed, who wants to turn the oil-rich conser-
vative kingdom into a hub for innovation and reform.
The two sides have worked together on challenging

Iran despite growing con-
cern over the prince’s cam-
paign against dissidents,
which critics say has shown
up the true face of his rule.
In a reversal from Wash-
ington’s initial low-key re-
sponse, Trump demanded
answers after he spoke to
Saudi authorities “at the
highest level”. 

“We’re demanding everything. We want to see
what’s going on there,” he said. Trump later told “Fox
News at Night” that “it would not be a good thing at
all” if Saudi involvement was proven. Khashoggi is a
former government adviser who fled Saudi Arabia in
September 2017 and lived in the US fearing arrest
back home. In his columns for the Washington Post
and comments elsewhere, Khashoggi was critical of
some policies of Mohammed bin Salman as well as
Riyadh’s role in the war in Yemen.

‘Cannot remain silent’ 
While unnamed Turkish officials quoted in the media

have been giving sometimes macabre details of the al-
leged murder, Erdogan has so far been more circumspect.
He has said Saudi Arabia must prove its version of events
but so far has stopped short of directly accusing the king-
dom or laying the blame on the powerful crown prince.
“It’s not possible for us to stay silent regarding an incident
like this,” Erdogan said. He added that it would “not be
right” to comment yet but said he had “concerns”. Ankara
and Riyadh have worked over recent years to maintain

cordial relations despite disputes on key issues, such as
the ousting of the Islamist Egyptian government and the
blockade on Turkey’s key regional ally Qatar. Friends of
Khashoggi told the Washington Post that for several
months, senior Saudi officials were offering him protec-
tion, “even a high-level job working for the government”
if the critic returned to the kingdom. Khashoggi was
sceptical of such offers. Following the Washington Post
report, State Department deputy spokesman Robert Pal-
ladino said the US “had no advanced knowledge of Jamal
Khashoggi’s disappearance”. —AFP
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Saudi Arabian consulate in Istanbul. —AFP

Fate of Saudi 
journalist tests 
US-Saudi ties
WASHINGTON: Under pressure from Congress,
the Trump administration faces a dilemma: how to
respond to the disappearance of Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi while ensuring that any punitive
action does not alienate Riyadh, a key ally against
Iran. Leading senators have already made their
displeasure clear with Saudi Arabia, with Senator
Bob Corker telling Reuters, “You can’t go around
killing journalists.” Saudi Arabia’s denials that it
had any role in Khashoggi’s disappearance have
fallen on deaf ears in Congress, with nearly a
quarter of the Senate triggering a US investigation
into the case.

US President Donald Trump, who forged close
ties with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman upon taking office, has also increas-
ingly expressed frustration with the case. Harsh
actions against one of Trump’s stalwart allies would
be a sharp contrast with the administration’s rela-
tively muted tone over the kingdom’s role in the
war in Yemen and a crackdown on internal dissent.

Corker, the Republican chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, acknowledged the
case - if Saudi responsibility is confirmed - could
complicate the US strategy to contain Iran, in its
bid to gain influence throughout the Middle East.

“It could affect multiple things that we’re work-
ing with them on that are very important,” Corker
said on Wednesday, adding that the Senate’s rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia was at a “very, very low
point.” Riyadh already is facing a backlash in Con-
gress where anger has been mounting over civilian
casualties in the Saudi-led coalition’s campaign in
Yemen. On Wednesday, a week after Khashoggi’s
Oct 2 disappearance, the White House said that
senior officials had spoken to the crown prince, re-
ferred to in shorthand as MbS, and Trump de-
scribed the case as a “very serious situation.”

The outcry from lawmakers of both parties,
including Republican allies of Trump, foreign pol-
icy analysts, former US officials and leading
media commentators who knew Khashoggi, has
intensified pressure on the White House to take
a hard line. Khashoggi, who had been living in the
United States for the past year, was last seen en-
tering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.
Khashoggi’s Turkish fiancÈe, Hatice Cengiz, wait-
ing outside, said he never emerged and Turkish
sources said they believe Khashoggi was killed
inside the building, allegations that Riyadh dis-
misses as baseless. —Reuters

Saudi journalist’s 
disappearance
ISTANBUL: Veteran Saudi Arabian journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, who has been critical of the gov-
ernment, went missing on October 2 after visiting
the kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul. Turkish offi-
cials believe he was murdered inside the consulate.
Riyadh vehemently denies the claim, saying he left
the compound on his own. As pressure mounts on
Riyadh, here is a timeline of what happened:

Enters Saudi consulate
At 1:14 pm on October 2, Khashoggi, a US res-

ident, is recorded entering the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul by a surveillance camera picture pub-
lished by the Washington Post. He was there to re-
ceive an official document for his upcoming
marriage. His fiancee, Hatice Cengiz, accompanies
him but waits outside.

Alarm raised
On October 3 the Washington Post, for whom

Khashoggi writes opinion pieces, raises the alarm,
saying Khashoggi has not been seen since he en-
tered the consulate. “We have been unable to
reach Jamal today and are very concerned about
where he may be,” the Post’s international opinions
editor Eli Lopez says in a statement. His fiancee
camps out near barricades outside the Saudi con-
sulate hoping for news. Turkish presidential

spokesman Ibrahim Kalin tells a news conference:
“According to information we have this individual...
is still at the consulate as of now”. The US State
Department says it is investigating.

Saudi denial 
On October 4, after an initial period of silence,

Saudi Arabia says Khashoggi had disappeared
“after he left the consulate building”. The Saudi
ambassador is summoned to the Turkish foreign
ministry. On October 5 Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman tells Bloomberg that
Khashoggi is not inside the consulate and “we are
ready to welcome the Turkish government to go
and search our premises,” which is Saudi sover-
eign territory. Supporters rally outside the con-
sulate holding up images of the journalist with the
words “Free Jamal Khashoggi”.

Murdered in consulate? 
On October 6 a government source says Turk-

ish police believe Khashoggi, 59, was murdered
inside the consulate. “Based on their initial findings,
the police believe that the journalist was killed by
a team especially sent to Istanbul and who left the
same day,” the source tells AFP. Riyadh calls the
claim as “baseless”.

Erdogan waits 
On October 7 Turkey seeks permission to

search Saudi Arabia’s consulate. Turkey’s Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan, commenting for the
first time, says he will wait for the outcome of the
investigation before taking a decision. —AFP


