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Yankees eliminated by Red Sox in ALDS

BOSTON: Craig Kimbrel escaped a bases-loaded jam
in the ninth inning, and the Boston Red Sox held on for
a 4-3 victory over the host New York Yankees on
Tuesday night to win an American League Division
Series in four games.

The Red Sox advance to the AL Championship
Series, where they will host Houston Astros in Game 1
on Saturday. Kimbrel created his mess with no outs by
loading the bases on four-pitch walks to Aaron Judge
and Luke Voit sandwiched around a single by Didi
Gregorius. He allowed two runs by hitting Neil Walker
in the foot with a pitch and allowing a sacrifice fly to
Gary Sanchez to deep left.

Gleyber Torres’ grounder to third ended the game.
Torres hit a slow ground ball, and Eduardo Nunez field-
ed it. Nunez threw across the diamond to first baseman
Steve Pearce, who stretched to make the catch.

The Red Sox began celebrating, but the Yankees
challenged the initial call. After 63 seconds, the original

ruling was upheld, and Boston formally began celebrat-
ing to advance to its 11th ALCS and first since beating
the Detroit Tigers in 2013.

“Super weird,” Red Sox right fielder Mookie Betts
said of the delayed ending. “I think we all kind of knew
he was out. Once it was official, a sigh of relief, we
finally made it.”

The Red Sox carried a 4-1 lead into the ninth thanks
to J.D. Martinez’s sacrifice fly, run-scoring hits by Ian
Kinsler and Nunez and a solo home run by Christian
Vazquez. Rick Porcello (1-0) and three relievers pre-
ceded Kimbrel’s high-wire act.

Moved back a day after throwing 15 pitches in the
eighth inning of Game 1, Porcello displayed command of
the strike zone most of the night. He held the Yankees to
one run on four hits in five innings.

Boston scored three in the third off CC Sabathia (0-
1), and it started with a sacrifice fly by Martinez. Kinsler
made it 2-0 with a double over Brett Gardner’s head in

left, and Nunez boosted the lead to 3-0 with a single to
left. Those hits came a night after Brock Holt and Rafael
Devers helped the Red Sox roll to a 16-1 rout in Game
3. Holt and Devers returned to the bench as Kinsler and
Nunez re-entered the starting lineup.

The Red Sox made it 4-0 in the fourth when
Vazquez lined a 2-1 fastball into the right field seats off
Zach Britton. Matt Barnes got two groundouts in a
scoreless sixth, Ryan Brasier pitched a perfect seventh,
and Chris Sale ended a scoreless eighth by striking out
Aaron Hicks.

In possibly his final start of a 10-year run with the
Yankees, Sabathia allowed three runs on five hits in
three innings. Sabathia had issues with the strike zone
of plate umpire issues Angel Hernandez.

“He shouldn’t be doing these playoff games,” the
veteran lefty said. “He’s bad. I don’t know why he’s
doing these games.”

Boston recorded its fourth straight postseason win

in New York. Since losing Game 2 of the 2004 ALCS,
the Red Sox have outscored the Yankees 34-9 in post-
season games in the Bronx.

“We’re a complete team, and we count on every-
body to win games,” Red Sox manager Alex Cora said.
“The last two games, if you think about it, it was fun to
watch.” Before the media entered the celebrating visi-
tors’ clubhouse, the Red Sox tweaked their rivals by
blaring “New York, New York.”

The Yankees won 100 regular-season games this
year for the first time since 2009, but they failed to
match their postseason result of a year ago, when they
lost the ALCS in seven games to the Astros.

“Anytime you win 100 games in a year, you got to
feel pretty proud about that,” New York infielder Neil
Walker said. “In the end, the other team, especially a
team in your own division, played really well for 162
games and took care of business from day one to
today.” — Reuters

Boston will host Houston in Game 1 on ALCS on Saturday

BOSTON: The Boston Red Sox celebrate after beating the New York Yankees by a score of 4-3 to win Game Four American League Division Series at Yankee Stadium on Tuesday in the Bronx borough of New York City. — AFP

LONDON: A combined north American soccer league
between Canada, Mexico and the United States could be
the main legacy of the 2026 World Cup hosted by those
nations, the president of the Mexican top-flight division
Enrique Bonilla said yesterday.

The ‘United 2026’ bid beat Morocco in the vote at
FIFA’s Congress in June to host the first 48-team World
Cup. Although the majority of venues are proposed to be
in the US, it is Mexican teams who have dominated on the
continent, winning all 10 editions of the CONCACAF
Champions League.

Liga MX also remains the most watched soccer league
in the US and attracts average crowds of more than
26,500. However, revenues for global TV rights and spon-
sorship across north America pale in comparison to the
top leagues of Europe. Bonilla believes that is something
that could be changed with a new combined continental
top-flight division.

“It’s a possibility, a North American league. We have to
determine how and see the pros and cons but I think that’s
a way to grow and to compete again,” Bonilla told
reporters at the Leaders summit at Chelsea’s Stamford
Bridge stadium.

“If we can make a World Cup then we can make a north
American league or a north American cup. The main idea is
that we have to grow together to compete. If not, there is
only going to be the rich guys in Europe and the rest of
the world.”

“We think this opportunity with the World Cup in 2026
opens the door for us to make a lot of things different and
better,” he added. 

CAMPEONES CUP
Earlier this year, the MLS in the US and Liga MX

launched a partnership which included the introduction of
the Campeones Cup, a match between the winners of each
respective leagues. The inaugural edition was played at the
end of last month at Toronto FC who lost 3-1 to Mexico’s
Tigres UANL.

Plans have also been discussed to play an All-Star
game between the two leagues. Despite plenty of leading

clubs from Europe boosting their profile with transatlantic
pre-season tours, Bonilla said that distances and a lack of
resources made trips in the other direction more challeng-
ing for Mexican clubs.

“We need to get out of our region... We have to go out
more. The problem that we have is distance. Coming to
Europe is quite difficult for our teams in getting there, and
going down to South America is a long way also,” he said.

“So, it’s quite difficult and what we have to do is we
have to join forces with the MLS to get stronger together
and then we can think of competing with Europe. “Then
we can have a strong market that can give us the resources
to compete with the big financial market that is Europe.”

The 2018-19 Liga MX regular season, the Apertura, is
about to enter its closing stages. Defending champions
Santos Laguna are third behind Club America on goal dif-
ference, with both teams trailing leaders Cruz Azul by two
points.  — Reuters
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