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Khashoggi, a former Saudi government adviser, had
been living in the United States since last year fearing
arrest. He has been critical of some policies of the Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Riyadh’s
intervention in the war in Yemen. Turkish police were
looking into two private aircraft that landed at
Istanbul’s Ataturk airport on Oct 2 at different times
carrying the individuals of interest in the case. A source
told the Washington Post that US intelligence “inter-
cepted communications of Saudi officials discussing a
plan to capture him”. The same source said the Saudis
hoped to “lure” Khashoggi to Saudi Arabia “and lay
hands on him there”.

One of the first images from the CCTV footage
shared by 24 TV broadcaster showed Khashoggi enter
the consulate at 1:14 pm (1014 GMT). Footage also
showed some of the Saudis arriving in Istanbul after the
first plane landed before 0030 GMT on Oct 2 and the
men later checking into a hotel near the consulate.
Aksam daily said some of the men went into the Saudi
consulate before Khashoggi. According to the images, a
vehicle that went inside the consulate was then driven
to the consul-general’s residence nearby after 1200
GMT, two hours after Khashoggi had entered the mis-
sion. Aksam newspaper’s editor-in-chief Murat
Kelkitlioglu speculated on 24 TV that it was “almost
certain” that Khashoggi had been taken in the vehicle.

Local media on Tuesday reported on the possibili-
ty that Khashoggi was kidnapped and taken aboard
one of the private planes. Both planes later returned
to Riyadh with one stopping in Dubai and the other in
Egypt, pro-government Sabah daily said. According
to Hurriyet daily, nine Saudis who arrived in Istanbul
on the same day that the journalist vanished, had
bought luggage at the Grand Bazaar. However, a
police search revealed that they did not take the lug-
gage on their return.

Sabah daily yesterday published the names and

images of what it called the “assassination team”
including a man called Salah Muhammed Al-Tubaigy
whose name it said matched that of a lieutenant-colonel
who has worked at the Saudi interior ministry for 20
years, according to a LinkedIn profile and Saudi media,
and serves on the board of the Saudi Society of
Forensic Medicine. Other names and photos of the 15,
who Sabah said travelled on diplomatic passports,
match officers in the Saudi army and air force, as iden-
tified by previous Saudi media reports and in one case
a Facebook profile. Sabah added that no “body parts”
appeared on scans of the belongings of seven passen-
gers of relevance to the case at Istanbul airport. Turkey
has said Saudi authorities gave officials the green light
to search the consulate but it has not yet taken place.

In his last interview three days before his disappear-
ance, Khashoggi said that he did not think he would
return to Saudi Arabia. “When I hear of the arrest of a
friend who did nothing that (deserved being) arrested,
it makes me feel I shouldn’t go,” he told the BBC.
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said in a statement
that between 25 and 30 professional and non-profes-
sional journalists are currently detained in Saudi Arabia.
RSF said at least 15 Saudi journalists and bloggers have
been arrested since September 2017.

Cases included that of Saleh Al-Shihi, a journalist
whose arrest was only confirmed in February when his
family learned he had been sentenced to five years in
prison, RSF said. He disappeared in Dec 2017, but his
detention was not revealed until his conviction and sen-
tence were announced in the kingdom, the organization
added. Economist and citizen-journalist Essam Al-
Zamel was put on trial this month for criticizing the
government’s economic strategy in a series of tweets
and reports. It was only then officially confirmed he has
been in jail for the past year.

Another journalist and commentator, Turad al-Amri,
has been missing since Nov 2016 after protesting in a
tweet to a clampdown on Saudi media, including the
blocking of an online newspaper for which he had writ-
ten. Fayez bin Damakh, another reporter and poet, has
also been reported missing since Sept 2017 when he
was about to launch a TV news channel in neighboring
Kuwait. Local press reports suggested he was abduct-
ed and taken to Saudi Arabia, though this has never
been confirmed. — Agencies 
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As part of the campaign, Urumqi’s ethnically Uighur
head prosecutor Ilshat Osman also wrote an essay
titled: “Friend, you do not have to find a halal restaurant
specially for me”. The state-run Global Times tabloid
yesterday cited “experts” as saying that the “pan-halal”
tendency blurs the boundary between religion and sec-
ular life, making it easy to “fall into the mire of religious
extremism”. China launched its “Strike Hard” campaign
targeting separatism in Xinjiang in 2014 following
deadly violence in the region.

Uighurs and other Muslim minorities are subject to
strict regulations banning beards and burqas, and many
have been detained in reeducation camps for offences
as minor as making contact with family members out-
side the country or sharing Islamic holiday greetings on
social media, a UN report said in August.

Meanwhile, anti-terror efforts in controversial “reed-
ucation centers” in the Xinjiang region will be governed
by new standardized rules, as international criticism
mounts over the detention of as many one million in the
restive far west. The revised rules, passed Tuesday, call
on local governments to tackle terrorism by establish-
ing “vocational education centers” that will carry out
the “educational transformation of people who have

been influenced by extremism”.
The centers should teach Mandarin Chinese, legal

concepts and vocational training, and carry out
“thought education”, according to a copy of the rules
posted on the regional government’s website. A previ-
ous version of the rules issued in March 2017 included
a long list of prohibitions on religious behavior includ-
ing wearing long beards and veils. It also encouraged
local governments to engage in “educational transfor-
mation”, a term critics have described as a euphemism
for brainwashing.

The detentions have mostly focused on the region’s
Muslim minorities, especially the Uighurs, a Turkic eth-
nic group that make up around half of Xinjiang’s popu-
lation of 22 million. The new regulations seem aimed at
standardizing the centers’ management, which was ini-
tially carried out piecemeal. Beijing has denied reports
of the mass detention of its citizens in camps but evi-
dence is mounting in the form of government docu-
ments and testimonies from former detainees. 

Chinese authorities have, however, said that they
give vocational and language training to people
guilty of minor crimes. Testimony from people who
have escaped the centers provides a much darker
picture, however. In July, a former teacher at one of
the centers told a court in Kazakhstan that “in China
they call it a political camp but really it was a prison
in the mountains”. “Xinjiang’s political education
centers remain arbitrary and abusive, and no tweaks
in national or regional rules can change that,” said
Maya Wang, senior China researcher at Human
Rights Watch. — Agencies 
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crew said they had drunk seawater. “On average,
death results two to three days after a diet of drinking
undiluted sea water or urine in survival-at-sea events
as it takes more water than is consumed for the body to
process the waste and salt out of the kidneys,” Leon
Hadley, the civilian chief mate from the ship which con-
ducted the rescue, the USNS Wally Schirra, said.

“Luckily, we were going at a slow enough speed to
have spotted the fishermen,” the Wally Schirra’s master
Keith Sauls added. “The individuals were waving their
arms and a flag in the air. They were also flashing a

white light that was previously thought to be fishing
buoy,” Sauls added in an account carried by the
Defense Visual Information Distribution Service.

The blue marlin is one of the open ocean’s fastest,
strongest predators and is also one of the largest species
of bony fishes. It can grow up to five metres in length
and weight as much as 820 kg. It is known for its long bill
that grows from the front of its head which it uses to stun
prey and was famously a leading character in Ernest
Hemmingway’s short novel ‘The Old Man and the Sea’.

Erman Besana, a coast guard operations officer for
Subic, said they had not encountered a marlin sinking
a ship before. “This is the first such incident we have
encountered here. Most of the time it’s bad weather
sinking fishermen’s boats in the open seas,” he told
AFP. Despite the near-death experience, Batiller said
he and his crew plan to go back to sea after a few
days’ rest, provided they can find a new boat. “This is
our job,” he added. — AFP 
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They pointed out that the brain has an almost limit-
less capacity to memorize words and languages - the

limits on these instead come from study time and moti-
vation. The range of faces recognized by participants
went far beyond what may have been evolutionarily
useful: For thousands of years humans would likely only
have met a few dozen people throughout their lives. 

Jenkins said it was not clear why we developed the
ability to distinguish between thousands of faces in the
crowd. “This could be another case of ‘overkill’ that is
sometimes seen in nature,” he said. “The venom of
some spiders can kill a horse, even though the spider
has no need to eat a horse.” — AFP 
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BENI MELLAL: A Moroccan teenager allegedly kid-
napped and gang-raped by men from her village called
yesterday on other girls “to be brave” after meeting
with the judge investigating her case, which has shaken
the nation. In a video posted online in August, 17-year-
old Khadija said members of a “dangerous gang” in her
town had abducted and held her prisoner for two
months, raping and torturing her. “I call on all girls to be
brave. We girls are strong and we must stay strong,”
she told AFP after attending a hearing at a court in the
central city of Beni Mellal. “I’m still traumatized. What
happened to me is not easy to bear,” she said, nervous-
ly attempting to cover up rudimentary tattoos on her
hands allegedly carved by her abductors.

Khadija’s viral video - in which she shows horrific
scars purportedly from cigarette burns - sparked a
wave of solidarity on social media for the teenager.
Many of her supporters have used the hashtag
#masaktach, or “I won’t be silenced”. In front of the
judge yesterday, Khadija “confirmed all the charges,
fully and in detail”, her father Mohamed told AFP.
“She is courageous despite her psychological fragili-
ty,” he said.

A dozen suspects - aged 17 to 28, whom she named
as her attackers - were remanded in custody at the end
of August on charges including human trafficking of a

minor, rape and torture, according to a judicial source.
Several of her alleged attackers have confessed to the
charges, according to sources familiar with the case.
But their admissions have failed to convince the
teenager’s critics, in a society divided between conser-
vative and progressive strands.

Khadija “has still not recovered from what hap-
pened”, her father said, adding that she now barely
leaves the home in Oulad Ayad - a rural village in one
of the kingdom’s poorest regions. “We receive threats
and insults by telephone, but I don’t tell her any-
thing,” he said. “I took away her smartphone to keep
her away from anything that will remind her of what
she’s suffered.”

The case’s first hearing in mid-September was
marred by insults hurled by the family members of the
accused, but Wednesday’s meeting was quieter as
authorities kept relatives outside the building. Khadija’s
choice to speak up and publicly accuse her attackers is
rare in the conservative country, where rape victims
often remain silent to preserve family reputations. “I
knew it was going to be very difficult when I decided to
make a complaint, but I’m ready to bear it. I will move
beyond this phase,” she said. “I think about the future
and I have confidence in justice.” — AFP
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BENI MELLAL, Morocco: Moroccan teenager Khadija sits with her father at a park near the tribunal after her court
hearing yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: A US student refused entry for
alleged support of a  pro-Palestinian boycott of
goods from Israeli has chosen to stay and fight the
ban in court, an Israel official said Tuesday.
Immigration authority spokeswoman Sabine Haddad
told AFP late Tuesday that Lara Alqasem was being
held at an immigration facility but was not under
arrest. “She can fly back to the United States when-
ever she likes,” Haddad said. “She decided to appeal
and is being held in the facility for those refused
entry,” the spokeswoman said in Hebrew. “She is not
under arrest, she is refused entry.”

Haddad said that the appeal would be heard in
the Tel Aviv district court but gave no date for the
hearing. She added that judge Kobi Vardi issued a
ruling on Tuesday saying that Alqasem was not
obliged to remain in the airport holding facility and
was free to return home and have the Tel Aviv hear-
ing held in her absence.

In March 2017, Israel’s parliament passed a law
banning the entry of supporters of the pro-
Palestinian Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS), a
movement inspired by measures against South
Africa before the fall of apartheid. Alqasem, report-

edly of  Palestinian descent, was stopped at Israel’s
main international Ben Gurion airport last Tuesday
and denied entry under that act. The Jerusalem Post
has reported that during her undergraduate studies
at the University of Florida “she was president of a
chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine, which
often leads boycott campaigns against Israel”.

It quoted her mother, Karen Alqasem, as saying
that she had enrolled for a one-year master’s course
in human rights at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, for which she had an Israeli visa. The uni-
versity has applied to the Tel Aviv court for leave to
join her appeal against deportation. “This student
wants to come here and study at the Hebrew
University for one year,” its president, professor
Asher Cohen, told Israeli army radio Tuesday. He
argued that her treatment was actually strengthen-
ing the BDS campaign to boycott goods from Israeli
settlements in the occupied West Bank. “There is a
difference of opinion with the state on the interpre-
tation of the law. In our opinion in this instance the
law does not apply to this student,” he said. “It is for
the court to decide.”

Earlier, Israeli internal security minister Gilad
Erdan said that he would consider allowing Alqasem
to take up her university place if she publicly
denounces BDS. “If Lara Alqasem states in her own
voice, not by all kinds of evasions by lawyers, that
she doesn’t think now that support for BDS is some-
thing legitimate and she regrets what she has done
on this subject, we shall certainly reevaluate our
petition,” he told army radio. — AFP 
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PARIS: EU member states risk helping wealthy for-
eigners launder billions of euros in dirty money by
offering “golden visas” in exchange for investment, two
NGOs warned Wednesday, urging officials to impose
tougher checks on potential beneficiaries. In their
report, Berlin-based Transparency International and
London-based Global Witness describe EU citizenship
and residency as “just like a luxury good” which “can
be bought”. “By their very nature, golden visa schemes
are an attractive prospect for the criminal and the cor-
rupt,” they wrote in the report entitled “European
Getaway: Inside the Murky World of Golden Visas”.

Several EU members have used such schemes to
give passports to around 6,000 people and residency
rights to around 100,000 people in the past decade,
securing about 25 billion euros ($29 billion) of foreign
direct investment in return, the report said. Four EU
members (Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus and Malta) “sell”
passports to wealthy investors while 12 offer them resi-
dency rights.

Spain, Cyprus, Portugal and Britain are the countries
that have received the most investment in return for
visas, the report found. Spain received 976 million
euros annually compared to 498 million euros in Britain.

But while the sums being waved about by investors
should make governments vigilant about corruption,
“that doesn’t appear to be the case,” the report noted.

Transparency and Global Witness singled out Malta,
Cyprus and Portugal for particular criticism. In Malta,
where journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia was murdered
last year while investigating corruption, including the
awarding of golden visas, officials enjoy “wide discre-
tion” in deciding who is eligible, the report said.

Oligarch riches 
Among the beneficiaries are several Russians with

“questionable backgrounds or finances”, some of them
close to President Vladimir Putin, the authors said.
Cyprus and Portugal also give scant attention to the
source of applicants’ wealth when deciding on their
applications, the report said. It noted that Cyprus had
given passports to two Ukrainian oligarchs - Gennadiy
Bogolyubov and Igor Kolomoisky - who are accused of
defrauding a Ukrainian bank of billions of euros.

Transparency International and Global Witness
called on Brussels to set up EU-wide standards of due
diligence “to prevent the abuse of these schemes by the
corrupt and the criminal”. Reacting to the report, the
EU’s Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and
Citizenship, Dimitris Avramopoulos, said: “We are fol-
lowing this issue very, very closely.” “We have commit-
ted to producing a report on national schemes granting
EU citizenship to investors... including guidance for
member states on necessary background checks for
applicants,” he said. He added that the guidelines were
due to be published by the end of 2018. — AFP 
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