
MADRID: At least 10 people died, including two British
nationals, and six others were missing yesterday in dev-
astating flash floods on the Spanish holiday island of
Majorca, authorities said. Footage broadcast on Spanish
television showed cars being swept away by raging,
muddy waters, houses flooded and vehicles piled one on
top of the other after the Mediterranean island was
pounded with heavy rain in just a few hours.

One witness told a local newspaper he had to swim
out of his car through a window to safety. “I swam 500
meters through the torrent until I got to a house,”
Manuel Torrescusa told the
Diario de Mallorca. “I hardly
had any clothes on me as they
all got caught on a metal
fence when I was swimming.”
A spokesman for the Spanish
central government’s office in
the Balearic Islands told AFP
nine people had died while six
others had been formally
identified as missing. He
warned there could be more
people missing.

Antonia Bauza, deputy mayor of Sant Llorenc des
Cardassar, told Spanish radio that two British nationals
were among the dead. She added there were also Britons
among the missing. Neither the emergency services,
police nor the British foreign office were able to confirm
this when contacted by AFP.

“The priority is to identify survivors and rescue
people stuck at home,” Bauza said. “We have lots of
vacation homes.” Emergency services in the archipela-

go updated information regularly on Twitter, sending
out tweets in Spanish, Catalan, English and German in
an indication of the prevalence of tourists and foreign
residents on the island.

Ibiza, Formentera on alert 
Spain’s meteorological office said the neighboring

islands of Ibiza and Formentera were now on high alert
as the rain and storms moved there. In Majorca, the
worst affected area lay 60 kilometers (37 miles) east of
the capital Palma de Majorca. Javier Martinez, another

witness, told the Diario de
Mallorca he had to leave his
flooded home. “I don’t have
anything with me, just the pyja-
ma,” he was quoted as saying. 

“My house filled up com-
pletely and when it (the water
level) dropped we left and went
through the mud that the flood
left.” Rescue workers searched
overnight for missing people.
Around 100 extra emergency
workers were dispatched from

the Spanish mainland, along with two helicopters, eight
vehicles and search dogs, the country’s emergency mili-
tary unit said. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
tweeted his “solidarity and support for the relatives and
friends of the victims, and for all those affected by this
tragic flooding.”

He was due to fly to the disaster zone later. Spanish
tennis star Rafael Nadal, who is from the affected area in
Majorca, said on Instagram he was offering to open up

his sports centre and tennis academy to people dis-
placed by the floods. “Our most sincere condolences to
the loved ones of the victims of the serious floods in San
Llorenc,” he wrote. Many locals hit by the flooding spent
the night in sports centers. Maria Magdalena Ferrer,

spokeswoman for the Manacor Hospital in the affected
area, told AFP people “who were in the hospital yester-
day and weren’t able to go home” stayed the night. She
added five people had been admitted with injuries, none
of them serious. —AFP 
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Cars swept away by raging, muddy waters

Flash floods hit Majorca; Britons
among ten killed; Six missing

SANT LLORENC DES CARDASSAR: Photo shows wreckages of cars and debris laying on a flooded street in
Sant Llorenc des Cardassar, on the Spanish Balearic island of Majorca yesterday. — AFP 
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Cost of climate-linked 
disasters soaring: UN
GENEVA: The economic cost of climate-related disasters hit
$2.25 trillion over the last two decades, an increase of more than
250 percent compared to the previous 20 years, the UN said yes-
terday. The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR) noted that “climate change is increasing the frequency
and severity of extreme weather events” such as floods and storms. 

Between 1978-1997, total losses for climate-related disasters
was $895 billion (780 billion euros), UNISDR said in a report by
the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED)
at the Universite Catholique de Louvain in Belgium. But between
1998-2017 that figure hit $2.25 trillion, the report said, listing the
United States, China, Japan and India as the countries where the
financial toll has been highest. The findings were released as
Michael, a Category Four hurricane, rumbled towards the Gulf
Coast of Florida, in the latest storm to threaten vast destruction
across the eastern US. 

“The report’s analysis makes it clear that economic losses from
extreme weather events are unsustainable and a major brake on
eradicating poverty in hazard exposed parts of the world,” the UN
secretary general’s special representative for disaster reduction,
Mami Mizutori, said in a statement.  UNISDR counted the number
of climate-related disasters between 1998-2017 at more than
6,600, with storms and floods the most common events.  The
report notes gaps in data collection, but says the findings clearly
show investing in disaster risk reduction must become a central
part of policy making in response to climate change. —AFP 

Bangladesh 
sentences 
19 to death 
DHAKA: A Bangladesh court yesterday sen-
tenced 19 people to death over a 2004 grenade
attack on the current prime minister, although a
top opposition leader escaped with a life sen-
tence. The attack in Dhaka on a rally by Sheikh
Hasina, at the time in the opposition and now
prime minister, left her injured and killed 20 peo-
ple. Tarique Rahman, son of then-premier and
Hasina’s ally-turned-archrival Khaleda Zia, was
among 49 people on trial, with Rahman charged
with criminal conspiracy and multiple counts of
murder. Rahman, 50, was tried in absentia after
he fled the country for London in 2008. 

He now leads the main opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) from exile after Zia was
jailed in February for five years for corruption.
“We thank God for the verdict,” prosecutor
Mosharraf Hossain told reporters amid tight
security. “We hoped that Tarique Rahman would
get the death sentence,” he said, adding the
court observed that Rahman played a key role in
the attack. Hossain said two former ministers
including a powerful ex-home minister and two
former heads of the country’s powerful intelli-
gence agencies were among others handed the
death sentence.

A total of 15 Islamist extremists from the
banned Harkat-ul Jihad al Islami (HuJI), whose

leader was executed in April last year, were also
sentenced to death for planning and carrying out
the attack. Prosecutors said former BNP minister
Abdus Salam Pintu colluded with HuJI and hand-
ed over grenades for the attack. Hasina was
addressing the rally when the grenades exploded
and suffered severe injuries in one ear. Among
the dead was the wife of a former president. Four
years later, Hasina stormed back to power after
leading a secular coalition to a landslide victory
in elections in December 2008. Three Islamist
extremists were also charged over the attack and
later executed in a separate trial.

Death row
Death sentences are  common in

Bangladesh, with hundreds of people on death
row. All executions are by hanging, a legacy of
the Brit ish colonial  era. At least nine top
Islamist extremists, five leaders of the coun-
try’s largest Islamist party and a senior oppo-
sition leader have been hanged since 2007.
Home Minister Asaduzzman Khan said he was
satisfied with the verdict, saying they got jus-
tice. Rahman’s lawyer Sanaullah Mia said the
charges against his client were politically
motivated. —AFP 

DHAKA: Grenade attack convicts look out from a special court windows in Dhaka yesterday. —AFP 


