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NAIROBI: At least 50 people were killed when the bus
they were travelling in overturned and its entire roof was
ripped off in an accident in western Kenya yesterday,
police said. The bus was travelling from Nairobi to the
western town of Kakamega, police said, and footage from
the scene showed the vehicle lying on its side with the
seats and mangled bits of metal exposed to the air. The
faded red bus, emblazoned with the name “Home Boyz”,
was later righted. The torn-off roof could be seen lying at
a distance. “It is unfortunate that we have lost 51 people,”
Kenya’s police chief Joseph Boinnet told Capital FM radio.

However James Mugera, the Kericho County Police

Commander, said there were 50 fatalities: “Those who
perished include 31 male passengers, 12 women and seven
children. There are about 10 others who have been rushed
to various hospitals with serious injuries.” Officers said the
bus had a capacity of 52 passengers. The bus was report-
edly descending a steep hill when it hit a guard rail before
plunging down a few meters. Dozens of people milled
around the accident site and goods were strewn over a
large area, footage showed.

President Uhuru Kenyatta called for an investigation
into the tragedy. “My heartfelt condolences to the families
of fellow Kenyans who lost their lives in a tragic road acci-

dent at Fort Ternan in Kericho County this morning and
wish those in hospital quick recovery,” he wrote on
Twitter. “I would like to remind drivers to always exercise
caution to avoid such catastrophic incidents.” Official sta-
tistics show that around 3,000 people die annually in road
accidents in Kenya, but the World Health Organization
estimates the figure could be as high as 12,000. In
December 2017, 36 people died in a head-on collision
between a bus and a lorry. 

In 2016 more than 40 people died when an out-of-con-
trol fuel tanker ploughed into vehicles and then exploded
on a busy highway. — AFP 

Kenya bus crash kills at least 50
Bus overturns; its entire roof ripped off

TRIPOLI: A mass grave containing 75 bodies has
been found near the former jihadist bastion of
Sirte in western Libya, an official said yesterday.
Mohamad Al-Amial, the coastal city’s municipal
council spokesman said the mass grave was
uncovered in an agricultural area of Al-Daheir,
west of Sirte. “Seventy-five decomposed bodies
were recovered” in the presence of the public
prosecutor, Sirte’s security force and the Red
Crescent, he said. 

Amial said the find was made “a few days
ago” and that the bodies were believed to be of
Islamic State (IS) group members, although there
was no confirmation. IS jihadists overran Sirte,
600 kilometers (375 miles) east of Tripoli, in
June 2015. Forces of Libya’s UN-backed unity
government expelled IS from the coastal city in
December 2016 after eight months of deadly
combat. The group has since pulled back to
desert outposts.

It claimed responsibility for a suicide attack
last  month on the Tripol i  headquarters of
Libya’s National Oil Corporation that killed two
staffers as well as an assault in May on the
country’s electoral commission in which 14
people died. IS took advantage of the anarchy
in Libya after the NATO-backed overthrow and
killing of longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi
in 2011 to establish footholds in several parts of
the country. Since their defeat in Sirte, the
jihadists have kept up the fight from rural areas
of western Libya. In April, the Tripoli-based
unity government launched a campaign to flush
them out. — AFP 

KERICHO, Kenya: Photo shows the wreckage of a bus at the site of an accident in Kericho, western Kenya yesterday. At least 50 people were killed when the bus they were travelling in overturned and its entire roof was ripped off,
police said. — AFP 
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Journalist’s 
disappearance 
forces Trump 
hand on Saudi 
WASHINGTON: Allegations that Saudi
Arabia killed a journalist inside its Istanbul
consulate have forced Donald Trump into a
position he never expected-raising human
rights with the kingdom he has steadfastly
supported. Saudi Arabia was the first for-
eign destination as president for Trump,
who has lavished praise on its ambitious
crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, and
closely allied himself with the kingdom in a
push to isolate the Sunni state’s regional
rival Iran.

Trump had stayed silent on human
rights as the United States backs the
Saudi-led air campaign against rebels in
Yemen, which a UN report said has killed
thousands of civilians, and when Prince
Mohammed, often referred to by his initials
MBS, detained dozens of people last year
in a controversial crackdown. But Vice
President Mike Pence on Monday declared
himself “deeply troubled” by allegations
that Jamal Khashoggi, a prominent opinion
writer living in the United States and con-
tributor to The Washington Post, was killed
after he entered the Saudi consulate-say-
ing it would be “tragic” if true.

Trump himself said he was “concerned,”
while Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
urged a “thorough” investigation with
“transparent” findings about the fate of
Khashoggi, whom Saudi officials insist left
the consulate in Istanbul. The US president

told reporters Tuesday he knew nothing
about Khashoggi’s fate.

Bad atmosphere on rights?
Critics say Trump contributed to an

atmosphere that may have empowered
Saudi Arabia to silence a critic abroad.
Trump has repeatedly lashed out at the
media, calling it the “enemy of the people,”
and has raised human rights prominently
only when pressuring US antagonists such
as Iran and China. The administration has
essentially told “violators of human rights
and oppressive leaders, ‘Go ahead, do what
you need to do, we’ll turn the other way,
consequences won’t be forthcoming,’” said
Sarah Margon, Washington director of
Human Rights Watch.

The Khashoggi case puts the Trump
administration unexpectedly on the side of
Turkey, where two top government officials
have been slapped with US sanctions over
the detention of an American pastor.
Calling the initial response on Khashoggi
late and tepid, Margon said the Turkish
example showed the Trump administration
does “have the tools and the ability to
respond quickly, so it’s a question of will-
ingness.” Longtime US Middle East nego-
tiator Aaron David Miller tweeted that “by
failing to call MBS out on anything, partic-
ularly repression at home, the Trump
administration has emboldened him and
given him a sense he can do anything.” 

Bristling at criticism
Under MBS, Saudi Arabia has increas-

ingly shown it will not tolerate any foreign
criticism. In August, the kingdom expelled
the Canadian ambassador and froze all
trade and investment after Ottawa voiced
concern for jailed rights activists in the
kingdom. The United States, with its
decades-old military and energy partner-

ship with Saudi Arabia, however enjoys far
more clout than Canada.

But a more prickly relationship could
complicate other US goals such as arrang-
ing a summit of Gulf Arab allies to advance
reconciliation with Qatar, which has been
under an embargo by its neighbors for
more than a year over disputes that include
relations with Tehran. Analysts said the
Trump administration felt obliged to speak
out on Khashoggi after rising attention
from the media and especially on Capitol
Hill, where prominent lawmakers on both
sides have voiced outrage over the journal-
ist’s detention or possible killing.

“This story is not going to play well
here. It is going to put further stress on the
relationship, particularly in terms of con-
gressional views on Saudi Arabia,” said
Gerald Feierstein, a veteran US diplomat in
the Middle East who served as ambassador
to Yemen. “I think a lot of people will look
at this and conclude that the Saudi govern-
ment has simply gone rogue, so it’s going

to be a complication for the administra-
tion,” said Feierstein, now at the
Washington-based Middle East Institute.
In March, the Senate narrowly failed in a
bid to restrict US support for Saudi
Arabia’s campaign in Yemen over rights
concerns.

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis-while
saying the Pentagon was “monitoring” the
situation in Turkey-also underscored the
necessity of US military support for “the
protection of the Saudi people.” “You
know they have been under fire from the
Iranian-aligned Houthis. 

We are trying to make certain that no
innocent people die down there right
now,” he said. But Republican Senator
Lindsey Graham, who has cast himself as
one of Trump’s closest allies, said that if
the allegations of wrongdoing by Riyadh
are true, “it would be devastating to the
US-Saudi relationship and there will be a
heavy price to be paid-economically and
otherwise.” — AFP 
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ISTANBUL: A Saudi Arabian flag flies over as CCTV camera is seen at the Saudi
Arabian consulate in Istanbul yesterday. — AFP 


