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DHAKA: Bangladesh will send a cricket squad to
Pakistan for the first time in three years, officials
said yesterday after receiving assurances from
their counterparts about security.

Pakistan and Sri Lanka are co-hosting an Asian
Cricket Council tournament next month, with
Bangladesh playing all their group matches in
Karachi.

Most cricket nations have steered clear of Pak-
istan since gunmen attacked Sri Lanka’s team bus
in 2009, killing several people.

But international cricket is slowly returning,
with Zimbabwe and the West Indies among coun-
tries to visit Pakistan in recent years.

The Bangladesh squad being sent for the
Emerging Teams Asia Cup starting December 6 is
the first since 2015 to visit Pakistan. 

“We agreed to the tour following assurance of
adequate security by the Pakistan Cricket Board,”
said Bangladesh Cricket Board boss Nizamuddin
Chowdhury. The board would also sent a security
detail with the squad, he added.

Bangladesh are in Group B alongside hosts
Pakistan, Hong Kong and the UAE.

Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, India and Oman in
Group A will play their matches in Colombo, which
will also host the semis and final.

Squad: Nurul Hasan (Capt), Mosaddek Hos-
sain, Nazmul Hossain, Mizanur Rahman, Shafiul
Islam, Zakir Hasan, Saif Hassan, Yasir Ali, Tanvir
Islam, Afif Hossain, Nayeem Hasan, Shoriful Islam,
Qazi Onik, Khaled Ahmed, Mohor Sheikh.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh will be looking for a

rare Test series win when they take on the West
Indies in the second and final Test at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka today.

The home side lead the two-match series 1-0
thanks to their 64-run win the first Test in Chit-
tagong when their spinners accounted for all 20
West Indies wickets.

A win in Dhaka will give Bangladesh only their
fourth Test series win in history and first since
2014 when they triumphed over Zimbabwe 3-0 at
home. Bangladesh came close to winning series
twice in the past two years, respectively against
Australia and Sri Lanka but on both occasions
they stumbled at the final hurdle.

Skipper Shakib Al Hasan said his team has the
ability to overcome the odds. “We have a chal-
lenge and we believe we can overcome this,”
Shakib said at the pre-match press conference
yesterday. 

“Naturally, West Indies will also go into the
match more excited. They will give their best to
win. We have to perform better than them, more
than what we did in Chittagong,” he said.

“It will be very special for us if we can win the
series 2-0...whatever it requires we are preparing
to do that,” he said.

“If it is not possible to win, our target will be
taking series 1-0, because the ultimate target is
winning the series.”

Shakib promised positive cricket.
“But we don’t want to win series by playing de-

fensive cricket. We will go into the match with a
positive frame of mind,” he said.

Bangladesh’s chances, however, got a blow
when wicketkeeper-batsman Mushfiqur Rahim
hurt his finger during a training session on
Wednesday.

Though Sakib did not rule out Mushfiqur play-
ing the game, the home side had recalled Liton
Das as a back-up option.

West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite said he
remained optimistic despite the challenge ahead.

“Staying positive on this type of wicket is
key. The bounce varied a lot in the first Test,”

said Brathwaite.
“The onus is on ourselves to trust our defence

and attacking methods. I think the key is to be light
in your feet, and treat each ball as it comes.”

The visitors will miss pace bowler Shannon
Gabriel, who was banned from the second Test
after being handed two demerit points in the first.

Gabriel was the pick of the West Indies
bowlers in an spin-oriented pitch, claiming four
wickets in a short spell in the first innings that had
nearly swung the game to their way. —AFP
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CHITTAGONG: File photo shows Bangladeshi cricketer Taijul Islam (L) celebrates with captain Shakib Al Hasan
(C) after the dismissal of West Indies cricketer Devendra Bishoo during the third day of the first Test cricket
match between Bangladesh and West Indies. —AFP

Teen Aussie 
giantkiller 
strikes again
SYDNEY: Australian teenager Aaron Hardie snared the wicket of
India captain Virat Kohli yesterday, his latest high-profile victim
after dismissing England skipper Joe Root in a similar warm-up
match last year.

The 19-year-old paceman had Kohli caught and bowled for
64 as the tourists prepared for next week’s opening Test by scor-
ing 358 all out against a Cricket Australia XI on day two of the
four-day match. Kohli had smashed seven fours and a six against
an inexperienced attack before English-born Hardie dismissed
him, nonchalantly tossing the ball in the air in celebration. Hardie,
who ended with 4-50 off 13 overs, is one of Western Australia’s
most exciting prospects, having captained the state at under-17
and under-19 level, and earned a rookie contract for 2018-19.

After torrential rain scuppered the opening day of play at the
Sydney Cricket Ground on Wednesday, India were keen to get in
the middle for some batting practice in their only game ahead of
the four-Test series.

Impressive young opener Prithvi Shaw, Cheteshwar Pujara
and Ajinkya Rahane all also managed half-centuries, with KL
Rahul the only one of India’s main batsmen to fail, scoring three.
The CA XI were on 24 without loss at stumps.  —AFP

India’s Mithali Raj 
‘saddened’ as World
T20 row escalates
NEW DELHI: India cricket star Mithali Raj said yesterday
she was “deeply saddened” by accusations that she threw
tantrums and threatened to quit before being controversially
dropped during the Twenty20 World Cup.

Raj, the highest run scorer in the women’s international
game and still India’s one-day captain, was left out of the
squad for last week’s semi-final loss to England, triggering a
high-profile row with team staff.

Coach Ramesh Powar blasted the veteran batswoman for
“blackmailing” officials, amid reports she had demanded to
choose her own batting position earlier in the tournament.
“I’m deeply saddened and hurt by the aspersions cast on me.
My commitment to the game and 20 years of playing for my
country,” Raj tweeted yesterday.

“The hard work, sweat, in vain. Today, my patriotism
doubted, my skill set questioned and all the mud slinging-it’s
the darkest day of my life.”

Raj hit two straight half-centuries at the tournament in the
West Indies before missing India’s last group game against
Australia due to a knee injury. She was declared fit on the
eve of the England semi-final but selectors declined to bring
her back. T20 captain, Harmanpreet Kaur, said selectors
opted to stay with the “winning combination”.

Raj, 35, sent a fiery letter to India’s cricket board singling

out Powar and other officials, accusing them of bias and
claiming they were trying to destroy her career. Powar
briefed the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Wednesday about the behind-the-scenes tumult at the T20
tournament.

“I hope Mithali stops blackmailing, pressurising coaches
and putting her interest first than the team,” Powar wrote in
a 10-page post-tournament brief for the BCCI, seen by AFP.
“I was saddened by her attitude and it gave me an impression
that Mithali Raj comes first and then India. She threw a lot
of tantrums and created a lot of chaos.” The BCCI is yet to
comment on the issue. —AFP

MUMBAI: In this file photo taken on March 20, 2018 Indian cricket captain Mithali
Raj speaks during a press conference.  —AFP


