
S p o r t s Friday, November 30, 2018

Friday 43

DENVER: Gabriel Landeskog broke a tie with a
goal at 10:05 of the third period, and the Col-
orado Avalanche recovered from blowing a
three-goal lead to beat the Pittsburgh Penguins
6-3 on Wednesday night in Denver. Nathan
MacKinnon had a goal and three assists for his
sixth straight multi-point game, and Mikko
Rantanen had two assists to extend his NHL-
high point total to 42. MacKinnon ranks second
in the NHL with 41 points. Samuel Girard, Erik
Johnson, Colin Wilson and Carl Soderberg
scored goals for Colorado, which has won six in
a row and eight of nine. Pittsburgh captain Sid-
ney Crosby put on a show with his first hat trick
of the season-a natural hat trick tallied in a span
of just 5:35 — but it wasn’t enough. He has 11 hat
tricks in his career. Crosby’s third goal came 4:43
into the third to wipe away Colorado’s lead, but
Landeskog got the winner when his shot went
off the stick of defenseman Juuso Riikola and
past goalie Tristan Jarry midway through the
third period.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, SHARKS 3
Auston Matthews, playing for the first time

since Oct. 27, had two goals and an assist and
John Tavares also scored twice as Toronto de-
feated visiting San Jose. Matthews, returning
from a shoulder injury that cost him 14 games,
helped the Maple Leafs to their third straight
win. Former Shark Patrick Marleau also scored
for the Maple Leafs and Mitch Marner added
three assists. Frederik Andersen stopped 38
shots in the Toronto goal. Tomas Hertl, Joe Pavel-

ski and Melker Karlsson scored for the Sharks,
who have lost three in a row including an over-
time game in Buffalo on Tuesday.

RED WINGS 4, BLUES 3
Tyler Bertuzzi scored two goals, including the

game-winner with 6:53 remaining, and host De-
troit earned a victory over St. Louis. Thomas
Vanek had a goal and an assist and Andreas
Athanasiou also scored a goal for Detroit, which
snapped a three-game losing streak. Mike Green
added a pair of assists, and Jimmy Howard fin-
ished with 33 saves. David Perron scored two
goals and Vladimir Tarasenko also scored for St.
Louis, which lost in regulation for just the second
time in the past 13 meetings against Detroit (7-
2-4). Jake Allen made 27 saves. The Blues took
their fifth loss in their past six games overall.

STARS 4, FLAMES 3 (OT)
Tyler Seguin scored just 24 seconds into

overtime as visiting Dallas blew a third-period
lead before collecting a comeback win over Cal-
gary. The winner was controversial, as Jamie
Benn appeared to make contact with Flames
goalie David Rittich just before, but the goal
stood for a club that has just two wins in six out-
ings. Dallas goalie Anton Khudobin made 30
saves in the win. Rittich made 24 saves for the
Flames, who sit atop the Pacific Division despite
having dropped two of three outings.

DUCKS 3, PANTHERS2
Nick Ritchie scored two goals-including the

game-winner with 1:28 left in the third period-
as Anaheim defeated Florida in Sunrise, Fla.
Ritchie has four goals this season, doubling his
production in one night. Anaheim also got a goal
from Josh Manson. 

John Gibson made 42 saves to earn the win

for Anaheim while Florida goalie James Reimer
took the loss, making 22 saves. Florida re-
ceived goals from Aaron Ekblad and Evgenii
Dadonov. The Panthers, counting Dadonov’s
goal, have scored on the power play in 13 of
their past 14 games. — Reuters

Avalanche top Penguins 6-3
despite Crosby’s natural hat trick

Australia to face 
Bosnians in Adelaide 
Davis Cup tie
SYDNEY: Australia will attempt to qualify for a revamped
Davis Cup that they bitterly opposed against Bosnia and
Herzegovina on hard courts in Adelaide in February, it was
announced yesterday. Under a new format controversially
adopted by the International Tennis Federation in association
with an investment group headed by Barcelona footballer
Gerard Pique, the competition will now be decided at a
week-long season-ending 18-team event.

It will be held in Madrid in November. Six teams are al-
ready guaranteed a spot with Australia-the second most
successful Davis Cup nation behind the United States-
needing to qualify. The new format will see them play the
Bosnians in best of three-set matches-as opposed to the
previous five-set matches-over February 1 and 2, with two
singles played on the first day and a doubles and the re-
verse singles on the second. 

“It will be fantastic to return to my home city and see
Adelaide host this event in February,” said captain Lleyton
Hewitt, who previously slammed the new-look Davis Cup
as a “money-grab” that would ruin the historic event. He
was among four generations of Australian Davis Cup captains
and players, including Rod Laver and John Newcombe, who
united this year to oppose the reforms. — AFP

Seguin, Stars salvage OT win over Flames

DENVER: Samuel Girard #49 of the Colorado Avalanche fights for control of the puck against
Riley Sheahan #15 of the Pittsburgh Penguins at the Pepsi Center on Wednesday in Denver,
Colorado. — AFP

Clarke slams 
‘headline-chasing 
coward’ as war of
words heats up
SYDNEY: Former Australian captain Michael Clarke has angrily
rejected suggestions he helped create a culture that led to the
ball-tampering scandal, slamming a leading broadcaster as a
“headline-chasing coward”.

The war-of-words stems from comments Clarke made on
Wednesday criticising attempts to improve the cricket team’s
image in the wake of the cheating row in South Africa this year,
insisting they “won’t win a game” without their infamous abrasive
attitude. “Australian cricket, I think, needs to stop worrying about
being liked and start worrying about being respected,” he told
commercial radio. “Play tough Australian cricket. Whether we like
it or not, that’s in our blood.”

Long-time Clarke rival Simon Katich blasted him for “once
again ... missing the point”, saying the team were caught “blatantly
cheating” and that “our behaviour is a big part of that”. Current
skipper Tim Paine, who has advocated a more nice-guy approach,
also weighed in, saying the team’s friendlier way of playing was
not so much about being liked, but knowing when to ease up on
the aggression.

But it was the reaction from Melbourne-based sports broad-
caster and writer Gerard Whateley that sparked a scathing Insta-

gram response from Clarke late
Wednesday. “Clarke’s interpreta-
tion of the predicament the Aus-
tralian men’s Test team finds itself
in is breathtaking,” said Whate-
ley. “That he would continue to
rely on the line-the fiction his
and subsequent teams used to
excuse all manner of boorish be-
haviour-might be the single
greatest piece of nonsense over
the past nine months.”

Clarke said he would not
stand by while “my leadership,
my integrity” were attacked, in-

sisting his conduct as an honest and rules-based captain had
never been questioned. “For Gerard Whateley to insinuate that I
am responsible for the ball-tampering issue makes him nothing
more than a headline-chasing coward,” Clarke wrote.

“If you think that the current No.1 team in the world in cricket
right now puts being liked as of higher importance than being re-
spected and playing to win inside the rules of our game than
you’re as delirious as you are ill-informed.”

The cheating scandal involved Australian players using sand-
paper to alter the flight of the ball in a Test match against South
Africa last March in Cape Town. Coach Darren Lehmann quit in
the wake of the controversy and then-captain Steve Smith, deputy
David Warner and batsman Cameron Bancroft received lengthy
bans. The affair also claimed the scalps of Cricket Australia chief
executive James Sutherland and chairman David Peever. The Aus-
tralians have endured a dire run of form since losing 17 matches
out of 24 in all formats, ahead of a home Test series against top-
ranked India starting on December 6. — AFP
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