
LOS ANGELES: Deontay Wilder and Tyson Fury needed to be sep-
arated here Wednesday as tempers boiled over in an explosive final
press conference before their heavyweight title showdown. World
Boxing Council heavyweight champion Wilder and Fury will collide
in a high-stakes showdown at the Staples Center on Saturday which
could see the winner advance to a money-spinning unification bout.

After trading verbal blows before reporters on Wednesday, the
two unbeaten heavyweights engaged in an angry face-off that
threatened to erupt into a full-scale brawl. British challenger Fury fin-
ished the press conference stripped to the waist and offering to en-
gage with Wilder as the two men hurled insults.

Fury, the trash-talking “Gypsy King”, appeared to have clearly
rattled Wilder, who looked by far the angrier of the two fighters. The
30-year-old Fury, who has battled back from depression and drug
abuse to land his shot against Wilder, opened by stating bluntly he
expected to knock out the American champion (40-0, 39 knockouts).

“I’m telling you now, Wilder is getting knocked out by me on Sat-
urday night,” Fury said. “On Saturday night the whole world will know
him as the person who Fury knocked out. “This swagger is not gen-
uine, it’s fake - a snide and a fraud. I look at him and don’t see a bad
man, I see a pretender.”

Wilder however angrily confronted Fury as the two men faced off
on the dais, contrasting the two fighters’ respective heritages in an
expletive-laden rant. “You say your people having been fighting for
200 years? My people have been fighting for 400 years,” Wilder re-
marked of Fury, who is of Irish traveller descent.

Fury, who laughed and joked throughout, later said he believed
he had rattled Wilder. “He looks very nervous. I didn’t initiate all that.
His team are nervous and agitated because they know he’s going to
lose,” Fury told reporters. “He knows he can’t outbox me, so he’s try-
ing to get me all involved emotionally. He feels the need to shout and
scream and all that, but it was what it was.” Fury meanwhile distanced
himself from suggestions that Saturday’s clash could carry a racial di-
mension following Wilder’s comments.

“I don’t think we should bring this fight into a battle of races, or a
battle of cultures or all that,” Fury said. “This is above all that. We’re
fighting for the most gentlemanly, prized, heavyweight championship
of the world. He instigated all that. I didn’t get up there and start
screaming and shouting in his face.

“He started with all the ‘400 years of pain’ and all this. He must

think that’s going to get in my mind, ‘Oh he’s had 400 years of pain, I
won’t fight him on Saturday night because he’s had 400 years of pain.’
Well, my people have been persecuted for thousands of years. Let’s
not go there. “This isn’t a battle of who’s been persecuted longest.
This is a battle between Tyson Fury and Deontay Wilder. It’s not
a battle of races of cultures.” — AFP
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Sparks fly as Wilder, Fury 
face off ahead of title fight

Unbeaten heavyweights engaged in an angry face-off 

LOS ANGELES: File photo shows Tyson Fury meets with firefighters at the Los Angeles County Fire Department Headquarters on November
27, 2018 in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Bach says IOC 
committed to 
aiding Korean 
peace efforts
TOKYO: The International Olympic Commit-
tee remains committed to helping the Korean
Peninsula find lasting peace with its chief
Thomas Bach praising the role his organisa-
tion and the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics
had in easing tensions.

Held at the South Korean resort in Febru-
ary, the Winter Games were seen as a turning
point in relations between the neighbours,
who are still technically at war, after a unified
Korean team competed in women’s ice hockey.

As their relationship continues to thaw, the
Koreas agreed in September to pursue a bid
to co-host the 2032 Summer Games. Speaking
at the General Assembly of the Association of
National Olympic Committees (ANOC) in
Tokyo yesterday, Bach said the IOC would be
involved in further discussions to “strengthen
peace efforts”.

“We have committed ourselves to this,” the
German said. “At the very beginning of next
year, there will be new talks to get together
with the two NOCs of the Korean states and
the two governments, to see what we can do
there to strengthen these peace efforts that
are underway on the political level now.”

Relations between the nations have greatly
improved this year, with South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in meeting his North Korean
counterpart Kim Jong Un at three different
summits.

“I refer to President Moon from the Repub-
lic of Korea, who has said that we have opened
the door to peace talks with our initiatives on
the Korean Peninsula and who has that there
the IOC deserves a lot of credit for this,” Bach
added.

“His counterpart in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Chairman Kim Jong Un, has
said that these Olympic Games shifted the mo-
mentum of the North-South Korean relations
and that this was totally attributable to the ef-
forts of the IOC.” 

North Korea has for years pursued nuclear and
missile programs in defiance of U.N. sanctions but
the neighbours moved to defrost relations this
year. Kim and US President Donald Trump
pledged to work toward denuclearization at their
landmark June summit in Singapore, but the
agreement was short on specifics.  — Reuters

McLeod, Jager
share lead at
Australian PGA
Championship
SYDNEY: Jake McLeod continued his
strong home season with a six-under-par 66
to take a share of the lead alongside compa-
triot Matt Jager after the first round of the
Australian PGA Championship on the Gold
Coast yesterday.

Queenslander McLeod, who claimed his
maiden professional title at the New South
Wales Open earlier this month, rolled in six
birdies in a bogey-free round to upstage a
slew of bigger names at the European Tour
co-sanctioned event.

He and Western Australian Jager ended the
day one stroke ahead of South Korea’s Eom
Jae-woong and Dimitrios Papadatos, who
came second at the Australian Open two

weeks ago, at the Royal Pines Resort.
Australian number two Marc Leishman

was a stroke further adrift on four-under in a
group five players that also featured Spain’s
Adrian Otaegui. McLeod finished third at the
Australian Open at The Lakes course in Syd-
ney and the 24-year-old credited his recent
good form to the help of a new psychologist.

“I just need to stay really focused on the
shot and have a bit of a laugh out there and
just stay relaxed,” said McLeod, who got off
to a flying start with four birdies in six holes
after teeing off from the 10th.

Jager also started brightly in brilliant sun-
shine from the 10th, grabbing eagles at the
par-five 12th and 15th holes to make the turn
at four-under before adding three birdies and
a lone bogey to close out his round.

John Senden, twice a winner on the US
PGA Tour, was left fuming with officials at the
ninth when his driver’s shaft snapped mid-
swing at the tee and pinched his hand.

Although the big-hitting Australian had
not made contact with the ball, it was ruled a
stroke. Lacking another driver in his bag, the
47-year-old removed the tee and hit his sec-
ond shot with an iron before going on to
bogey the hole. — Reuters


