
Friday, November 30, 2018L i f e s t y l e  |  G o s s i p

Friday26

Lewis Capaldi has been nominated for Critics’ Choice at the
BRIT Awards 2019. The winner of the prestigious annual
prize - which has previously been won by the likes of Adele,

Sam Smith and Rag’n’Bone Man - will be announced on December
7, and the young singer-songwriter is on the shortlist alongside
Mahalia and Sam Fender. Lewis - who will hit the road with Bastille
in February - said: “Absolutely honored to have been shortlisted
for this year’s BRITs Critics’ Choice award alongside two unreal
artists. “Genuinely cannot believe I’m being included in something
like this and do not think I’ve done enough to be deserving of it!
“That being said, from here on in I will insist that those around me,
including my mother and father, refer to me only as ‘BRITS Critics’
Choice Award Nominee, Lewis Capaldi.’ “ Mahalia - who has sup-
ported the likes of Ed Sheeran and last year’s recipient Jorja Smith
on tour - admitted it was the pinnacle of a whirlwind year. She

added: “I can’t believe it. I’m truly honored to be nominated for
the BRITs Critics’ Choice Award. The last year has been surreal to
say the least but this really is the cherry on top. Thank you so much
to all those who voted for me.” For fellow nominee Sam - who re-
cently released his debut EP ‘Dead Boys’ - it marks a dream come
true after growing up watching the BRITs each year as a child. He
said: “I’ve been watching the BRITs since I was a child, and my
brother would let me stay up and watch them live; so to be nomi-
nated for the Critics’ Choice award is crazy. What an honor! A big
thank you to anyone who has put their faith in my music.”

The winner - who is chosen by an invited panel of music editors
and critics of national press and online music editors, plus heads
of music at major radio and music TV stations - will be unveiled
next week, with the ceremony itself taking place on February 20.
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Robbie Williams has officially announced plans for a new col-
lection of rare tracks chosen by fans. The ‘Angels’ hitmaker
is set to release ‘Under The Radar Volume 3’ - the third in-

stallment of his special series for fans - which will featured a
unique set of unreleased material and demos. The album will be
released on Valentine’s Day next year, and Robbie is excited to
share it with his passionate fanbase. He said: “Announcing another
‘Under The Radar’ album for the fans makes me really happy.
These are songs and versions of songs from the archives that peo-
ple haven’t heard before. “I’m proud of them, I’m really attached
to them and I’m delighted to be sharing them in the third album
of the series.” The tracklisting will be chosen by his avid followers,
with the final choices set to be revealed after the results of Rob-
bie’s Vloggie Williams song polls. The special record is available
to pre-order now from robbiewilliams.com in standard, super
deluxe and digital download formats. Anticipation is high for the
LP, which is set to include a number of tracks which did not make
it onto previous studio efforts, including his most recent LP ‘The
Heavy Entertainment Show’. Earlier this year, it was reported that
one song set to be included is ‘Disco Symphony’, which Robbie -
who will start his Las Vegas residency a month after the collection
comes out - recorded with Kylie Minogue but didn’t include on
his latest album. The lyrics were written in an unlikely collabora-
tion between Robbie, his long-time songwriting partner Guy
Chambers and British comedian Jimmy Carr. Speaking previously
about the song, the part-time Take That star said: “Me and Kylie
have gotten together to do a song called ‘Disco Symphony’. “It’s
a big disco extravaganza ... I have a cunning plan and that song is
placed in my back pocket ready to be deployed at the right time
- and it will see the light. It’s a cracker and I get to sing with Kylie
Minogue again.”
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Axl Rose has dubbed Queen as “the greatest band” of all time. The 56-year-old
rocker may have countless young musicians looking up to him and his band Guns
N’ Roses, but for Axl himself, the title of all time greatest musicians would go to

the ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ hitmakers and their late frontman Freddie Mercury. Speaking
to Abu Dhabi news outlet Atlas, he said: “For me, it’s easy - Queen is the greatest band
and Freddie [Mercury] is the greatest frontman of all time. The band are the greatest
because they embraced so many different styles.” In 1992, Axl performed ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody’ with Queen and Sir Elton John, as he took part in the ‘Freddie Mercury Trib-
ute Concert’, which was held the year after his death in November 1991. Axl’s interview
with Atlas was conducted ahead of Guns N’ Roses’ planned show in the United Arab
Emirates capital on Sunday night which was cut short after Axl fell ill. The ‘Welcome to
the Jungle’ hitmakers played for two hours before calling it a night, as Axl claimed he
had been “throwing up” throughout the day. In fan-filmed footage, he can be heard say-
ing on stage: “They’ve got me on IVs and a bunch of injections, ‘cause I got sick today,
I’ve been throwing up for about the last five hours. “So instead of cancelling, I’m gonna
do the best show we can for you.” Slash later tweeted: “Abu Dhabi, you guys were  great
tonight! “Axl was severely ill. But you all were hugely supportive. Thanks for that. We’ll
see again next time! Cheers! (sic)”.
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Metallica are releasing a live acoustic album for charity.
The ‘Enter Sandman’ hitmakers - comprised of James
Hetfield, Lars Ulrich, Rob Trujilo, and Kirk Hammett -

are set to drop the LP, titled ‘Helping Hands: Live & Acoustic at
the Masonic’, on February 1. The album consists of songs per-
formed at their acoustic benefit concert in San Francisco earlier
this month, which saw them perform versions of iconic tracks in-
cluding ‘Unforgiven’ and ‘Nothing Else Matters’. Both the benefit
concert and the upcoming album are raising money for their
nonprofit, All Within My Hands, and the San Francisco show
even included a charity auction which raised $1.3 million for the
cause - which helps fight hunger and provide underprivileged
communities with workforce education. Metallica’s All Within
My Hands Foundation also recently donated $100,000 to those
affected by California’s devastating wildfires. ‘Helping Hands:
Live & Acoustic at the Masonic’ will be released as a double-
LP with two coloured vinyls, and will be available to purchase
from record stores next year. All proceeds from sales will go di-
rectly to the All Within My Hands Foundation. Meanwhile,
Metallica recently said they have no plans to retire, because they
feel more “energized and rejuvenated” than ever before.  Lars
said: “A lot of people are retiring, and we feel very energized
and rejuvenated. I mean, we wanna go [a] long [time]. “We hope
we can get another 20, 25 years out of Metallica. I don’t know
what it’s gonna look like, I don’t know what it’s gonna sound like,
but that’s in our heads.  “We’re not sitting there thinking retire-
ment or this or that; we’re sort of more the opposite. So I would
say, for us, everything we do is kind of a long game. “And back

then, when you were 17, you only think of, like, the next five min-
utes. ‘Where is the next beer? Wooh!’ So that’s kind of different
mentality nowadays.”
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