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Japanese researchers have uncovered a rare, centuries-old,
Ninja oath pledging never to divulge the secrets of their
spying and sabotage skills-on pain of divine retribution for

generations. Written in cursive calligraphy, the oath contains
six promises and was signed some 300 years ago by “Inosuke
Kizu”. Kizu was a Ninja from a clan in Iga, a mountain-
shrouded town near the ancient imperial capital of Kyoto. Ex-
pressing gratitude to his superior for passing on “ninjutsu” or
“the art of the Ninja”, Kizu pledged he would never pass the
knowledge on-even to his children or brothers-and would
never use it to steal unless so ordered.

In his oath, the Ninja acknowledges that if he broke the
promises even by a little, he’d be punished by “big and small
gods in more than 60 provinces across Japan” for generations.
The rare document shows how strict Ninjas were about keep-
ing their skills and techniques secret, said Yoshiki Takao, as-
sociate professor at the state-run Mie University’s
International Ninja Research Center. “Thieves and Ninjas did
the same thing-sneaking into other people’s houses-but Ninjas
prized morality highly,” Takao said. “Ninjas were ‘public ser-
vants’ in today’s terms, providing security services and collect-
ing information,” added the expert.

Also of interest to scholars was a vow in the oath to report
to his superiors any new skills, tools or firearms that were not

in the “Bansenshukai”, a secretive 17th-century text considered
to be somewhat of a Ninja encyclopedia. Kizu noted he could
show only three chapters of the “Bansenshukai” to top-ranking
samurais who employed ninjas and vowed not to disclose the
book’s contents in other writings.

This interests scholars because “it shows that Bansenshukai
was actually becoming used as a textbook,” Takao said, even
though it left crucial points vague. The contents of the multi-
volume book are now known to the public but many Ninja tra-
ditions remain hidden as important secrets were passed on by
word of mouth. The oath was among some 130 ancient docu-
ments left to the university by the 16th head of the Kizu family.
The existence of the oath was unveiled five decades ago in
Japan but its whereabouts were unknown until now, according
to Takao.

Inosuke, who submitted the oath, was the fifth head and last
Ninja from the Kizu family. The oath document was believed
to have been returned to his family after his death, Takao said.
The research Centre is also based in Iga, some 350 kilometers
(220 miles) southwest of Tokyo. Cooperating with engineering
and science departments of Mie University, the institute has
been trying to reproduce Ninjas’ legacy including their food
and tools. — AFP

This undated handout picture released by the International Ninja Re-
search Center in Mie prefecture shows an ancient Ninja oath written
in cursive calligraphy containing six promises and signed some 300
years ago by ‘Inosuke Kizu’. —AFP

The Louvre museum in Paris has announced it
will open its doors for free one Saturday night
a month to attract younger, less wealthy visi-

tors. Home to the Mona Lisa and the Venus de Milo,
the world’s most-visited museum previously opened
for six free Sundays a year, but a statement pub-
lished Wednesday said this was failing to bring in
visitors from a broad spectrum of society. The new
nocturnal openings, set to begin on January 5, are to
include activities such as a board game area and
reading corner to attract families. 

The Louvre is also hoping to appeal to more peo-
ple living in poorer Paris suburbs as well as to young
adults and families with older children with the initia-
tive. The museum’s statement said that the Saturday
nights were a bid to underpin the “democratisation”
of the Louvre, where a full-price ticket costs 17 euros
($19). “The number of French visitors coming to the
Louvre for the first time was dropping during these
free Sundays, while the number of foreign visitors was
going up considerably,” it added.

The main people benefiting were tourism opera-
tors who cashed in by ferrying foreigners through
the Louvre-an obligatory stop in any case-for free
on the Sundays. “Working-class visits were not
going up,” it said. The monthly Saturday evening
sessions will run between 6.00 pm and 8.45 pm. The
Louvre saw a sharp rise in visitors in 2017 to 8.1 mil-
lion, making it the most visited art gallery in the
world according to a ranking from the Themed En-
tertainment Association, an industry body. Those fig-
ures mark a recovery since 2016, when visits to Paris
dropped following a wave of deadly jihadist attacks
in France the previous year. — AFP

Four decades after the boy pharaoh caused a sensation in the US
and Europe, treasures from the tomb of Tutankhamun are to tour
the world again-many for the first time. More than 50 of the 150

artworks from his tomb in the show will only ever leave Cairo once,
say the Egyptian authorities, who are organizing the tour in the run-
up to the 2020 opening of the Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza.
“Treasures of the Golden Pharoah”-which opened in Los Angeles in
March-will go on show in Paris next March at the giant la Villette arts
complex. It is the show’s only stop in continental Europe.

The organizers have yet to unveil the other eight cities on the
world tour. Previous exhibitions about the boy pharaoh have been
record-breaking blockbusters, setting off “Tut-mania” around the
globe. More than eight million people attended a 1973 show, “The
Treasures of Tutankhamun”, at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York.  Another 1.2 million people had queued to see a smaller
exhibition six years earlier at the Petit Palais in Paris in what was
called “the show of the century”.

Mostafa Waziry of the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities said the
tour was also to “celebrate the 100th anniversary of the discovery of
the tomb of the boy king”. “The discovery of Tutankhamun’s unplun-
dered tomb revived our fascination with Egypt and its buried treas-
ure,” said Vincent Rondot, head of the Egypt department at the
Louvre museum. The Louvre is lending one of its masterpieces, a
statue of the god Amun protecting Tutankhamun, to the show.

John Norman, of exhibitions company IMG, who has previously
staged shows about Cleopatra, said the “exhibition (is) like none be-
fore. Millions of people around the world will get the opportunity to
see these ancient objects in an immersive and personal context. “Tu-
tankhamun’s place in people’s imaginations will be secure for gener-
ations to come,” he added. The Paris show will run from March 23
until September 15, 2019. The Los Angeles show at the California Sci-
ence Center closes in January. — AFP
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This file photo shows the golden sarcophagus of King Tutankhamun dis-
played in his burial chamber in the Valley of the Kings, close to Luxor,
500 kms south of the Egyptian capital Cairo. — AFP photos

The sarcophagus of the Pharaoh Tutankhamun is pictured at Cairo’s
Egyptian Museum.

The Golden Mask of King Tutankhamun is displayed at Cairo’s Egyptian
Museum.


