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Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra and American
singer Nick Jonas landed in Jodhpur yesterday as
excitement over their impending nuptials, dubbed

India’s “wedding of the year”, reached fever pitch. The super-
star couple waved and smiled at photographers as they left
the airport in India’s revered “Blue City” where they will tie
the knot in a series of lavish ceremonies this weekend.

Chopra, 36, and Jonas, 26, are due to wed at the city’s
opulent Umaid Bhawan Palace hotel, in the western desert
state of Rajasthan, on Saturday. They have been joined in
India by their families, including Jonas’s brother Joe Jonas
and his fiancee, British actress and “Game of Thrones” star
Sophie Turner.  Indian media is abuzz with details and spec-
ulation about the big day, as Bollywood buffs count down to
the wedding of the year. “She’s one of the best actresses in
India and she’s beautiful. All of India is excited for her wed-

ding,” said one fan, Prakash Pujari, outside a cinema in
Mumbai, the home of Bollywood. 

Chopra, who won the Miss World pageant in 2000, is one
of Bollywood’s most identifiable stars and one of the few to
have achieved success in the West. She starred in the ABC
thriller series “Quantico” and has released songs with US
chart-toppers including Pitbull and The Chainsmokers.
Jonas first found success as a child, as the frontman of The
Jonas Brothers with his two siblings.  The brothers hailed
from a deeply devout Christian family and presented a
wholesome image, including wearing purity rings to pro-
mote chastity. In more recent years, Jonas remodeled him-
self with a more mature and edgy image, and has also turned
to acting. The couple got engaged in August, sharing photos
on social media showing them performing a prayer ritual in
traditional Indian garb. —AFP

Chopra, Jonas set for
India’s ‘wedding of the year’

Indian actress Priyanka Chopra (right) and US musician Nick
Jonas (left) arrive in Jodhpur in the western Indian state of
Rajasthan yesterday. — AFP

Jay-Z on Wednesday sued to halt his private arbitra-
tion with clothing company Iconix Brand Group
Inc, saying the company’s inability to find an

African-American arbitrator to hear the trademark dis-
pute was unfair. The multimillionaire rapper said in a
petition filed in Manhattan Supreme Court that the lack
of racial diversity among arbitrators at the American
Arbitration Association (AAA) was discriminatory
under New York’s state constitution and a New York
City human rights law.

Iconix could not immediately be reached for com-
ment, and a spokeswoman for the AAA declined to
comment. The dispute is the latest in a series of legal
wranglings arising from Jay-Z’s 2007 sale of his
Rocawear clothing brand to Iconix for about $204 mil-
lion. Iconix has since written off almost the entire value
of the brand, and in 2017 sued Jay-Z in Manhattan fed-
eral court over trademark rights. That case remains
pending. In 2015, Jay-Z, whose real name is Shawn
Carter, and Iconix settled some disputes, and agreed to
address future claims in private arbitration, according
to Jay-Z’s petition.

Last month, Iconix accused Jay-Z of breaching the
2015 settlement and demanded an AAA arbitration. But
Jay-Z said the AAA found only three potential African-
American arbitrators, out of the hundreds it uses, for his
case, and one already represented Iconix in related liti-
gation. He argued that the lack of “more than a token
number of African-Americans” made the arbitration
contract void.

“It would stand to reason that prospective litigants -
which undoubtedly include minority owned and operat-
ed businesses - expect there to be the possibility that
the person who stands in the shoes of both judge and
jury reflects the diverse population,” the petition said.
Jay-Z, 48, is famous for songs including “Hard Knock
Life,” “99 Problems” and “Big Pimpin’.” —Reuters

Citing racial bias, Jay-Z
seeks to halt arbitration
against Iconix

Reggae music, whose chill, lilting
grooves found international fame
thanks to artists like Bob Marley,

yesterday won a spot on the United
Nations’ list of global cultural treasures.
UNESCO, the world body’s cultural and
scientific agency, added the genre that
originated in Jamaica to its collection of
“intangible cultural heritage” deemed
worthy of protection and promotion.
Reggae music’s “contribution to interna-
tional discourse on issues of injustice,
resistance, love and humanity under-
scores the dynamics of the element as
being at once cerebral, socio-political,
sensual and spiritual,” UNESCO said.

“While in its embryonic state Reggae
music was the voice of the marginalized,
the music is now played and embraced
by a wide cross-section of society,
including various genders, ethnic and
religious groups.” The musical style
joined a list of cultural traditions that
includes the horsemanship of the
Spanish Riding School in Vienna, a
Mongolian camel-coaxing ritual and
Czech puppetry, and more than 300
other traditional practices spanning
from boat-building and pilgrimages to
cooking and dance.

Jamaica applied for reggae’s inclu-
sion on the list this year at a meeting of
the UN agency on the island of
Mauritius, where 40 proposals were
under consideration. Reggae was com-
peting for inclusion alongside Bahamian
strawcraft, South Korean wrestling, Irish
hurling and perfume making in the
southern French city of Grasse.

Hope to the oppressed 
Reggae emerged in the late 1960s

out of Jamaica’s ska and rocksteady
styles, also drawing influence from

American jazz and blues. It quickly
became popular in the United States as
well as in Britain, where many Jamaican
immigrants had moved in the post-
WWII years.  The style is often champi-
oned as a music of the oppressed, with
lyrics addressing sociopolitical issues,
imprisonment and inequality.

Reggae also became associated with
Rastafarianism, which deified the former
Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie and pro-
moted the sacramental use of ganja, or
marijuana. The 1968 single “Do the
Reggay” by Toots and the Maytals was the
first popular song to use the name. Marley
and his group the Wailers then soared to
fame on classic hits like “No Woman, No
Cry” and “Stir It Up.”  — AFP

UNESCO adds reggae music to
global cultural heritage list

In this file photo Rastafarian Reggae fans gather at the start of the Bob Marley
Earthday Festival and Rasta Fair at the South Beach in Durban. — AFP photos

This file photo taken on January 1, 1976
shows Jamaican reggae star Bob Marley.


