
Breakfast at risk: 
Philippines tries 
to turn the tide 
on fish losses
MANILA: Dried fish for breakfast, fried to a crisp with a
splash of spiced vinegar, garlic fried rice and a runny egg
yolk, is the kind of breakfast that Filipinos who live abroad
crave. The dish, often made with sardines, anchovies or
round scad, uses dried seafood products that are a staple in
the Philippines, where they are cheap, widely available and
local. But a United Nations report released in March this
year projected that in 30 years all commercial fishing could
cease in the Asia-Pacific region if existing threats to the re-
gion’s biodiversity aren’t acted upon. From plastic pollution
to climate change, over-fishing to damage to coral reefs, one
of the country’s most valuable resources is under threat -
and a rising number of Filipinos are trying to address the
growing damage.

“Many of the problems we have around food security and
depleted marine resources are a matter of us not fulfilling
our role as responsible stewards of our environment,” said
Rafael Dionisio, founder The Circle Hostel, a chain of eco-
friendly hostels that is spearheading a drive to reduce plastic
usage. According to the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR), the country produces more than
4.5 million tons of seafood and aquatic plants a year from its
rivers, seas and lakes, making it the world’s ninth largest pro-
ducer. But the volume of fish harvested has been falling since

2010. “We need people to understand how our ecosystem
works and how its health affects our fisheries,” Dionisio said.
“Once they do, then we’ve got a ball game.”

Plastic pollution
One of the biggest threats to the sustainability of marine

life is plastic pollution and the Philippines is now the third
highest contributor to plastic pollution in the world’s oceans,
according to Greenpeace Philippines. Other waste is also a
threat. Filipino officials in April ordered the closure of the
resort island of Boracay - famed for its white sand beaches
- after officials discovered most of island’s sewage flowed
directly into the sea. The rapid decline in Philippine marine
resources has prompted concerns not only over future sup-
plies of seafood and the nation’s dried fish breakfast but
about the communities that depend on fish to survive.

BFAR data shows there are more than 1.6 million fishing
operators in the Philippines, which has a population of 105
million. About 85 percent are small-scale fishermen, with the
rest commercial boats and aquaculture farms. Dhang Tecson,
co-founder of social enterprise Fishers and Changemakers
Inc. (FCI) that works with fishing families near Cebu island,
said years of unauthorized fishing practices - such as dyna-
mite and fine-net fishing - had combined with climate
change to cut the catch of small-scale fishermen. 

Large fishing companies exploiting fishing grounds close
to shore also has reduced the seafood available for smaller-
scale fishermen to catch, pushing them further out to sea and
into greater peril from unpredictable weather. Tecson said
as fishermen’s incomes and food supplies became more in-
secure, more would resort to whatever means necessary to
provide for their families. “Small-scale fishers currently work
about 12 to 16 hours per day ... They have absolutely no
safety net,” she said in a phone interview. “As much as they
don’t want to fish illegally, many don’t have a choice because
of the current state of the country’s waters.”  — Reuters
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Australian spies eye 
license to use force
SYDNEY: Australian spies operating overseas will have more leeway
to use force, including lethal force, under legal reforms put forward by
the conservative government yesterday. Under the proposals, intelli-
gence officers operating abroad for the Australian Secret Intelligence
Service (ASIS) would be able to “use reasonable force” well beyond
situations of self-defense. The measures would allow spies to use
firearms more readily, as well as restrain or detain anyone posing a risk
to their operations.

Officers and agents-a tradecraft term for any informant or operative-
will also be allowed to use force to protect bystanders or hostages. Jus-
tifying the reforms, Foreign Affairs Minister Marise Payne cited a “more
complex” world and “new circumstances unforeseen” when current rules
were forged a decade and a half ago.

Those rules allow intelligence officers to use force to defend only
themselves, other staff, or agents. Leading Australian government lawyers
had expressed concern that spies could break Australian law by defend-
ing bystanders in the course of operations.

The government tried to bat away allegations the reforms amounted
to a licence for spies to begin to operate like paramilitary special forces.
“ASIS does not have, nor is it seeking, an offensive armed capability,” the
government said in a statement to parliament yesterday. The law would
still proscribe intelligence officers from “planning or undertaking para-
military activities” and the foreign minister would have to authorize the
deployment of weapons. Before that, the minister would also have to con-
sult the attorney-general, the prime minister and any other relevant min-
ister. The independent Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security
would oversee compliance. — Agencies 

KABUL: British security firm G4S said yester-
day that five of its employees were killed and 32
wounded in a Taleban-claimed attack on one of
its compounds in Kabul. A massive crater
marked the spot where the militants detonated
a vehicle bomb outside the compound late
Wednesday before trying to fight their way in-
side in the latest violence to rock the Afghan
capital.

G4S, which provides security for British
diplomats, said one Briton and four Afghans
were killed in the attack. Earlier, Afghan author-
ities had said at least 10 people had been killed
in the attack, but it was not immediately clear if
that toll included the G4s employees. “It is with
great sadness that we can confirm that five of
our employees were killed and 32 were injured,
five of them seriously,” managing director Char-
lie Burbridge said in a statement. “We are com-
mitted to our security role in support of the
people of Afghanistan, and we are determined
that incidents such as this will not prevent the
vital work that the international community con-
ducts from continuing,” he said.

Afghan interior ministry spokesman Najib
Danish told AFP earlier that 10 people were
killed in the attack-all of them Afghan nationals.
But police spokesman Abdul Basir Mujahid said
authorities were still working to identify the na-
tionalities of the victims. “Five attackers were in-
volved, one detonated his vehicle at the gate, and

four others were on foot and they entered the
building,” Danish said. An AFP photographer
yesterday could see the shattered remains of a
small van lying in the middle of the debris. Parts
of nearby buildings in the industrial area of east-
ern Kabul were twisted by the violence of the
blast.

One survivor, Abdul Mohammad, told AFP he
and his nephew had just passed the compound
when the bomb detonated. “I lost consciousness
but regained it in a few minutes,” he told AFP
from his hospital bed. “I felt a lot of debris hitting
us. I tried to pick my nephew up but couldn’t do
it... I realised he was dead.” Besmullah Taban,
police chief for the district in which the attack
happened, said that when security forces en-
tered the compound they found 230 people hid-
ing in its safe room, including 36 Afghans, adding
they were all rescued.

‘Impotent’
G4S, which according to its website provides

security for British diplomats in Kabul, was also
targeted in an attack in March, when a suicide
bomber detonated his explosives before reach-
ing the entrance of the complex. Two civilians
were killed in that attack. Wednesday’s assault
came hours after Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
announced the formation of a team for prospec-
tive peace talks with the Taleban, as the United
Nations renewed calls for direct negotiations

between Kabul and the insurgents. The Afghan
government, Western diplomats and UN officials
have in recent weeks raised hopes of finally
reaching a deal to end the 17-year war. At an in-
ternational conference on Afghanistan in
Geneva, Ghani said the 12-person negotiating

team includes both men and women and will be
led by his chief of staff Abdul Salam Rahimi. But
the Taleban have once again rejected Ghani’s
overtures, saying in a statement Thursday that it
considered the government in Kabul “impotent”
and a “waste of time”. — AFP 

KABUL: Afghan security forces gather at the site of a suicide bomb attack outside a British security
firm’s compound in Kabul, a day after the blast yesterday. — AFP 

Taleban claims responsibility; at least 10 people die

UK security firm G4S says 5 
staff killed in Kabul attack


