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SEOUL: South Korea’s top court ruled yesterday that Japan’s
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd must compensate 10 South
Koreans for their forced labor during World War Two, a ruling
that drew an immediate rebuke from Tokyo. The decision
echoed the Supreme Court’s landmark verdict last month that
ruled in favor of South Koreans seeking compensation from
Japan’s Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corp for their
wartime forced labor. It upheld a 2013 appeals court decision
that Mitsubishi must pay 80 million won ($71,000) to each of
five laborers or their families in compensation. In a separate
ruling, the court also ordered Mitsubishi to pay up to 150 mil-
lion won to each of another five plaintiffs or their families.

Mitsubishi called the verdict “deeply regrettable”, saying
in a statement that it would discuss its response with the
Japanese government. Japan and South Korea share a bitter
history that includes Japan’s 1910-45 colonization of the Ko-
rean peninsula and the use of comfort women, Japan’s euphe-
mism for girls and women, many of them Korean, forced to
work in its wartime brothels. The rows over wartime history
have long been a stumbling block for relations between the
East Asian neighbors, sparking concern that it could jeopard-
ize joint efforts to rein in North Korea’s nuclear program.

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono issued a statement
calling the court’s decisions “totally unacceptable”. The min-
istry summoned the South Korean ambassador to lodge a
complaint. “The decisions completely overthrow the legal
foundation of the friendly and cooperative relationship” be-
tween the two countries, Kono said. Kono urged Seoul to take
immediate action to remedy “unjustifiable damages and costs”

inflicted on Japanese firms or Tokyo would consider its op-
tions, including referring the case to an international court.
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry expressed regret over what
it called Japan’s “extreme reaction”, also calling in the Japan-
ese ambassador and urging restraint.

“We will craft our response in a way that could heal the vic-
tims’ pain and wounds, but at the same time foster a forward-
looking relationship with Japan,” ministry spokesman Roh
Kyu-deok told a news briefing. “But the administration has to
respect a judiciary decision under the principle of the sepa-
ration of the powers.” Previous cases the group of five former
laborers had brought in Japan were dismissed on the grounds
that their right to reparation was terminated by a 1965 treaty
normalizing diplomatic ties between Seoul and Tokyo. How-
ever, the South Korean Supreme Court upheld last month’s rul-
ing that Japan’s occupation of the peninsula was illegal.

“The treaty does not cover the right of the victims of
forced labour to compensation for crimes against humanity
committed by a Japanese company in direct connection
with the Japanese government’s illegal colonial rule and war
of aggression against the Korean peninsula,” the court said
in a statement. Kim Seong-ju, a 90-year-old plaintiff in the
second case, said she was sent to Japan when she was 15
with the recommendation of her teacher, who was a Japan-
ese national. “I was told that I could go to middle and high
school and study more, but it turned out I had to work at
the factory all the time,” Kim told a news conference after
the ruling, showing her permanently injured hand. “Now I
feel great.” —Reuters
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2018 temperatures 
set to be the fourth 
highest on record
GENEVA: Global temperatures in 2018 are set to
be the fourth highest on record, the UN said yes-
terday, stressing the urgent need for action to rein
in runaway warming of the planet. In a report re-
leased ahead of the COP 24 climate summit in
Poland, the World Meteorological Organization
pointed out that the 20 warmest years on record
have been in the past 22 years, and that “2018 is on
course to be the 4th warmest year on record.”

“This would mean that the past four years -
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 - are also the four
warmest years in the series,” the UN agency said
in its provisional report on the state of the climate
this year. The “warming trend is obvious and con-
tinuing,” WMO chief Petteri Taalas told reporters
in Geneva. The report shows that the global aver-
age temperature for the first 10 months of the year
was nearly 1.0-degree Celsius above the pre-in-
dustrial era (1850-1900).

‘Last generation’
“It is worth repeating once again that we are

the first generation to fully understand climate
change and the last generation to be able to do

something about it,” Taalas warned. With levels of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, the main
driver of climate change, at a record high, “we may
see temperature increase of 3-5C by the end of the
century,” Taalas said. “If we exploit all known fossil
fuel resources, the temperature rise will be con-
siderably higher.”

Delegations from nearly 200 countries are due
in Poland next week for the latest COP24 climate
summit, aimed at renewing and building on the
Paris deal and limiting global warming. World lead-
ers have been trying to breathe new life into the
195-nation agreement amid backsliding from sev-
eral nations-most notably the United States-over
commitments made when it was signed in Decem-
ber 2015. It is to take effect in 2020 and calls for
limiting global warming to less than 1.5C above
pre-industrial levels.

But experts warn that global warming is on
track to surpass three degrees by 2100 and urge
governments to do more than first planned to rein
it in. “Every fraction of a degree of warming makes
a difference to human health and access to food
and fresh water, to the extinction of animals and
plants, to the survival of coral reefs and marine
life,” WMO deputy chief Elena Manaenkova
stressed in a statement. “It makes a difference to
economic productivity, food security, and to the
resilience of our infrastructure and cities,” she said.
“It makes a difference to the speed of glacier melt
and water supplies, and the future of low-lying is-
lands and coastal communities.” —AFP

Putin defends 
‘lawful’ seizure 
of Ukraine ships
MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin has insisted
that Russian forces were in the right to seize three
Ukrainian ships last weekend, but President Donald
Trump expressed “deep concern” at Moscow’s ac-
tions against a US ally. In his first extensive remarks
since the confrontation at sea on Sunday, Putin said
it had been orchestrated by Kiev as a “provocation”.

He said the Ukrainian ships had entered Russ-
ian territorial waters and refused to respond to re-
quests to stop from Russian patrol boats. “What
were they (Russian forces) supposed to do?” Putin
said on Wednesday, when asked about the incident
at an international investment forum in Moscow.
“They were fulfilling their military duty. They were
fulfilling their lawful functions in protecting Rus-
sia’s borders. They would do the same in your
country.” Moscow and Kiev have traded angry ac-
cusations since Russian navy vessels fired on,
boarded and captured the three Ukrainian ships
off the coast of Crimea. 

After warning of the threat of “full-scale war”,
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko on Wednes-
day signed an act imposing martial law for 30 days
in regions bordering Russia, the Black Sea and the
Sea of Azov. He also appealed to NATO members
including Germany to send naval vessels to the re-
gion to back his country in the standoff. “Germany

is one of our closest allies, and we hope that states
within NATO are now ready to relocate naval ships
to the Sea of Azov in order to assist Ukraine and
provide security,” he said in comments published
yesterday by Germany’s Bild daily.

Western governments have rallied behind Kiev,
accusing Russia of illegally blocking access to the
Sea of Azov, used by both countries, and of using
force without justification. Trump on Tuesday
threatened to cancel planned talks with Putin at this
week’s G20 summit in Buenos Aires over the inci-
dent. The White House on Wednesday said Trump
and Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan
discussed the Ukraine-Russia incident by tele-
phone and “the two leaders expressed deep con-
cern about the incident in the Kerch Strait and the
continued detainment of Ukraine’s vessels and crew
members”.

‘Bring our boys home’ 
The Kremlin said it still expected the Putin-

Trump meeting to take place and played down the
threat of cancellation, with foreign policy advisor
Yuri Ushakov saying: “The meeting is equally
needed by both sides.” The Ukrainian vessels-a
tug and two gunboats-were trying to pass through
the Kerch Strait from the Black Sea to the Sea of
Azov, but were refused access and chased into in-
ternational waters by 10 Russian vessels. Kiev has
demanded the return of its ships and the release
of 24 sailors taken prisoner during the confronta-
tion.  The sailors have been put before a court in
Simferopol, the main city in Russian-annexed
Crimea, and ordered to be held in pre-trial deten-
tion for two months. —AFP

TOKYO: A general view shows the headquarters  of Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy In-
dustries Ltd in Tokyo. —AFP


