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Democrats nominate Pelosi to 
reclaim US House speaker role

The highest-ranking woman in the history of US politics
WASHINGTON: Nancy Pelosi, the highest-ranking
woman in the history of US politics, was re-elected
Wednesday to lead congressional Democrats, a
major step on her march toward once again becom-
ing speaker of the House of Representatives. But
despite the California lawmaker running unopposed
to lead the House Democratic caucus, a show of
strength and strategic skill, she faced a substantial
pocket of opposition from rank-and-file members.
At 78, Pelosi is seeking to reclaim the gavel that she
first wielded a dozen years ago, when she became
the first female speaker of the House. In a closed-
door vote, Pelosi earned support from 203 mem-
bers, while 32 critics voted against her and three
members reportedly left their ballots blank. 

Those voting including re-elected members,
members-elect and delegates without floor voting
privileges such as those from Guam or Puerto Rico.
Facing the most serious challenge of her tenure as
leader, Pelosi will have work to do to unify the party
ahead of a House floor vote for speaker on January
3, the opening day of the new Congress. “I’m proud
to be the nominee of the House Democratic caucus
once again for speaker of the House,” Pelosi told re-
porters as votes were being counted. “Are there
dissenters? Yes,” she acknowledged. “But I expect
to have a powerful vote as we go forward.”

Robust resistance
A robust resistance movement has demanded a

new generation of leadership following a strong
showing in this month’s midterm elections, when
Democrats snatched the House majority from Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s Republicans. Pelosi needs a
simple majority on the House floor - 218 votes in the

435-member chamber-to prevail in January. If De-
mocrats win the handful of remaining undecided
House races they will control 235 seats, meaning
Pelosi can afford just 17 defectors. Sixteen Democ-
rats signed a letter this month vowing to oppose
Pelosi as speaker. No Republicans are expected to
vote for Pelosi, who has been demonized for years
by Trump and his party, in large part because she
shepherded then-president Barack Obama’s health
law through the House to its contentious, historic
passage in 2010.

Pelosi has negotiated with some of the rebels,
placating them with plum committee assignments
and pledging to address issues such as gun safety.
She cut a deal with congresswoman Marcia Fudge,
who was considering mounting a challenge but en-
dorsed Pelosi after the leader offered her the chair
of a subcommittee overseeing elections. But two
critics who met with Pelosi Wednesday said they re-
mained at odds, and that her speakership quest was
in peril. “Right now, Leader Pelosi will not have the
218 votes necessary to become Speaker,” congress-
man Seth Moulton said in a statement, adding that
“no one wants to see this civil conversation spill into
a floor fight.”

Master legislator 
Pelosi, a master legislator and political strategist,

played a pivotal role in her party’s winning midterm
performance. She raised millions of dollars for can-
didates and kept Democrats focused like a laser on
their main issue: health care. Should she take the
gavel from outgoing Speaker Paul Ryan, Pelosi
would become second in line to the president, after
Vice President Mike Pence. She and the Democratic

leadership would have the power to block Repub-
lican legislation, hamstringing large parts of Trump’s
agenda ranging from proposed new tax cuts to
construction of a wall on the border with Mexico.
“We have been deputized to be a check and bal-
ance on the president,” she said. Democrats, proud
that the incoming Congress will be the most diverse

ever, made history Wednesday in other leadership
elections.

Hakeem Jeffries, seen as a rising star in the party,
was elected House Democratic caucus chairman.
Congress now has two African Americans in the
leadership hierarchy-number three Democrat James
Clyburn is the other-for the first time ever. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) exits a Democratic Caucus meeting to
elect new leadership on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. — AFP 

TAMPA: Life expectancy in the United States
dropped yet again as drug overdose deaths con-
tinued to climb - taking more than 70,000 lives in
2017 - and suicides rose, a US government report
said yesterday. The drug overdose rate rose 9.6
percent compared to 2016, while suicides climbed
3.7 percent, said the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s (CDC) National Center for
Health Statistics. As a result, the average life span
in America dropped to “78.6 years, a decrease of
0.1 year from 2016,” said the report.

The data comes as the United States grapples
with a vast opioid epidemic, fueled by addiction to
prescription painkillers as well as street drugs like
heroin and synthetic opioids including fentanyl.
“The latest CDC data show that the US life ex-
pectancy has declined over the past few years.
Tragically, this troubling trend is largely driven by
deaths from drug overdose and suicide,” said CDC
director Robert Redfield.  “Life expectancy gives
us a snapshot of the nation’s overall health and
these sobering statistics are a wakeup call that we

are losing too many Americans, too early and too
often, to conditions that are preventable.”

A ‘very concerning’ trend
Overdoses were a major factor when US life ex-

pectancy dropped slightly in 2015 for the first time
in decades. Another downtick was reported by the
CDC in 2016, though those data were later revised
to show a flat year, said Robert Anderson, chief of
the mortality statistics branch at the NCHS. Overall,
the statistics show a “downward trend in life ex-
pectancy since 2014,” a time period in which Amer-
icans have lost 0.3 years of life, he told AFP,
describing the trend as “very concerning.”

Anderson said declines like this haven’t been
seen since the great flu pandemic of 1918 and
World War I - though those losses were steeper.
The peak of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 1980s
also saw a nationwide drop in life expectancy.
“We’re a developed country, we have a lot of re-
sources, we should have increasing life expectancy,
not decreasing life expectancy,” he added. Cana-
dians live on average three years longer than Amer-
icans. Japan has the longest life expectancy in the
world, at almost 84. Drug overdose deaths from
synthetic opioids like fentanyl — which killed the
musicians Prince and Tom Petty — and tramadol
increased by 45 percent between 2016 and 2017.
The rate of heroin deaths was seven times higher
than in 1999. CDC figures showed that a total of
70,237 people died of overdoses in 2017.—AFP

US life expectancy
drops again as
overdoses climb

BANGKOK: Poor diets are among the top causes
of ill health globally, accounting for nearly one in
five deaths, according to a study published yes-
terday that called on governments and businesses
to do more to improve eating habits. Eating un-
healthy food, or not having enough food - includ-
ing children unable to breastfeed - contribute to
widespread malnutrition, said researchers behind
the latest Global Nutrition Report. The report is
an independently produced annual analysis of the
state of the world’s nutrition. “Diets are one of the
top risk factors of morbidity and mortality in the
world - more than air pollution, more than smok-
ing,” said Jessica Fanzo, a professor at Johns Hop-
kins University and a lead author.

“What we’re eating is killing us. So something
needs to get us back on track with our food sys-

tem,” she said on the sidelines of a global food
conference in Thailand’s capital, Bangkok. She
said a lack of knowledge and affordability of nu-
tritious food, as well as ineffective supply chains,
are among the factors that contribute to poor
diets. The researchers analysed 194 countries and
found that malnutrition could cost the world $3.5
trillion per year, while overweight and obesity
could cost US$500 billion annually.

Every country is battling some form of mal-
nutrition - be it children who are anemic or too
short for their age, or women who are over-
weight but undernourished due to unhealthy
diets - and adolescence obesity rates are rising,
the report said. Most countries are unlikely to
meet nine global targets on nutrition that they
have signed up to achieve by 2025 including
adult obesity and diabetes, anemia and child
health. Progress has been “unacceptably slow”,
the authors warned. However, there is now better
and more detailed data, which has created an
unprecedented opportunity to craft effective re-
sponses, according to the report.

It cited Amsterdam, which faced a weight cri-
sis among young people and set up programs in
2012 to prevent and treat obesity, as well as facil-
itate learning and research on the issue. Initiatives
included public drinking fountains, restrictions on
food advertising and guidance for healthy snacks
in schools. —Reuters

‘What we’re
eating is killing
us’ - global 
nutrition report


