
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah has accepted the resignation of Min-
ister of Public Works and State Minister for Municipal Affairs Hussam
Al-Roumi yesterday, an informed source said. Roumi had insisted on
his resignation, said the government insider who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity. The minister had resigned due to the damage to
the properties of citizens and expats during the heavy rains that hit
Kuwait recently. Deputy National Assembly Speaker Essa Al-Kan-
dari had also urged the housing and services minister Jenan
Boushehri should follow Roumi and resign out of political responsi-
bility following the floods that swamped the country.

Meanwhile, the source added that Oil Minister Bakheet Al-
Rasheedi also submitted his resignation ahead of a grilling filed by
MPs Faisal Al-Kandari, Khalil Abul and Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei, but
his resignation was not discussed. “My resignation is in the hands of
HH the Amir and HH the Prime Minister, and we are at the service of
the country,” he was reported as saying. MP Faisal Al-Kandari spoke
meanwhile about many violations in the oil sector “under leaders who
are squandering public funds.” He said whoever reads the report by
a committee formed to study the grilling’s items will find negligence
and misuse of public funds.
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Lawmaker urges services minister to follow suit and quit

Works minister’s resignation accepted;
oil minister’s yet to be discussed

Hussam Al-Roumi Bakheet Al-Rasheedi

Banning books
in Kuwait, an
open debate
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Niqashna, a local community plat-
form, organized a civilized debate this week on
the controversial subject of censorship in Kuwait.
The discussion opened with Nasser Al-Mujaibel,
Ph. D in strategic communication and culture
studies at Kuwait University, shedding light on the
issue of banned books in Kuwait where Kuwaiti
officials banned a total of 948 books from the
county’s international literary festival, which was
held from November 14 to 24 in Mishref. 

Mujaibel said that freedom is not against
Kuwait’s traditions and Islam. “Philosophers be-

lieve that freedom is equal to the soul of the
human being,” he said. “Freedom is to take ac-
tions without any limitations. Most people be-
lieve that freedom is nonreligious beliefs. But
freedom is a huge part of Islam. We believe that
God created us equal but also to express our-
selves differently where freedom is all about the
noble use of it. There’s a misunderstanding of
freedom and chaos.” He added that people have
given up on the freedom of expression that has
existed since the birth of Islam where the
Prophet Muhammad, may peace and blessings
be upon him, did not force anyone to adopt his
ideas but to have their own.

“Although we espouse ideas for Western
freedom, I assure you that they do not contra-
dict the principles of the Islamic religion. I think
that if the Holy Quran has overseen by the coun-
try’s censorship committee it will be banned
from publishing, some verses in Quran accuse
and admonish prophets; not that they are bad,
but in a way to teach us and to see the wisdom

of the wrong situations,” he said.
Mujaibel noted that no one has the right to

control and decide what people want to think.
“None of us is higher than the other. There is no
clear mechanism for censorship, so my question
is, why cannot we put the final decision in the
hands of the judiciary, who decides what is right
or wrong? There are some books that are not the
specialty of the commissioners, and there are a
large number of books and may reach thousands
of books that is beyond the power of committee.”

Meanwhile, Faisal Al-Mahmeed, a member of
the oversight committee on books, said that the
censorship board from the Ministry of Informa-
tion examined all of the books set and some
books are against a 2006 law that bans any book
that could be detrimental in any way to Islam, jus-
tice or national security.

He affirmed that rules and systems are an ob-
ligation to control. “People always want to break
rules but they don’t think about the chaos. Young
people don’t feel of the power of the word that

could build or destroy their world. Adults with
responsibilities know the huge impact of it. The
committee knows the rules that suit the society
where usually we read books that insult God,
prophets or affect the behaviors of our commu-
nity and traditions. We don’t prevent all books.
But we don’t allow books against our religion
and beliefs.”

Mahmeed added that in social life, some peo-
ple do not feel the damage of the power of words
that may affect them in the long term. Sometimes
it takes a long way to be influenced by words, he
said. He pointed out that the publisher has the
right to know the reasons for banning his book
and if he is not satisfied, he can modify what has
been published or complain about it at the com-
mittee. “The abolition of the censorship commit-
tee or the regulations that prevent some books
may be chaotic without laws,” he proclaimed. The
debate, open to the public and held in Arabic, was
held Wednesday night at the Promenade culture
center in the Promenade Mall in Hawally.

Kuwaiti arrested at
Islamabad airport on
money laundering
charges
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti passenger was held at Islamabad Inter-
national Airport over suspicions of money laundering, Pakistan’s
The Express Tribune newspaper reported. Pakistani authorities
did not allow the Kuwaiti man to leave the airport as he was
found to be smuggling more than $46,000. The citizen - who
claimed to be a diplomat - could not present evidence with re-
gards to the money he was carrying. — By A Saleh

Iraqi foodstuff
Director of the customs department Jamal Al-Jalawi said his

department wrote to the Public Authority for Food and Nutrition
asking for establishing an office in Abdaly to ease the process
of releasing foodstuff arriving from Iraq, after Kuwait recently
lifted a ban on importing food products from its northern neigh-

bor. Jalawi said the customs department is ready to extend all
facilities for the authority to be present at the borders. He said
produce will be sent to the vegetable market customs under
guard to make it easy for importers and traders, until an office is
opened in Abdaly. — By A Saleh

Health insurance
The health ministry opened bid envelopes for providing

health insurance for expats, as 11 companies presented offers.
The health ministry will select the offer that meets the conditions.
The current contract with the company that presents health in-
surance services will expire on Jan 28, 2019. — By A Saleh

Kuwait Airways flights via T4
Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) an-

nounced yesterday that Terminal 4 (T4), completed at Kuwait
International Airport, includes all Kuwait Airways (KA) stations
except for New York as of Sunday. Director of Operations De-
partment at Kuwait International Airport Saleh Al-Fadaghi said
in a press statement that passengers going to New York should
go to Terminal 1 (T1). Kuwait Airways was established in 1953
by a group of businessmen. Initially, the government took 50
percent of the airway’s shares and in 1962, the government pos-
sessed full shares in the corporation. Today, it travels to 40 des-
tinations. — KUNA

Water leak caused
power cuts at
airport customs
KUWAIT: A source at the Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW) said power was cut at the airport customs for two days due
to water leakage from the roof of the airport garage. The source said
a team was sent to repair the problem, which took a long time. The
ministry sent a diesel-powered generator to supply power to the
customs area, but it was not sufficient to cover all sites of the garage.
The source said that as for two stations that went out of commission,
the ministry was not able to feed them by diesel-powered generators

because it is not possible to send in huge generators inside the cus-
toms building, along with a lack of extensions outside.

Policeman injured
A citizen with a criminal record ran over a sergeant in Salmiya

with his motorcycle and broke his left leg and both ankles. The
suspect was later arrested following stiff resistance. He was
found wanted to serve a three-year jail sentence and over a KD
32,000 debt.

Driver beats sponsor
A citizen told Jahra police he wanted to lodge a complaint against

his Bangladeshi driver, who beat him badly before escaping. A se-
curity source said the citizen returned to the police station in the
evening in panic and said the driver returned and beat him again. The
driver was arrested and jailed. — Translated from the Arabic press


